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CUSTOMIZE THE CURRICULUM 
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4 . Enter  in the Coupon Code box on the screen and 
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the download comes at no charge .)

5 . Click continue and then submit order . You will see a button with the 
name of the zip file . Click on this button to download the resource . 
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first lesson.
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To access the reproducible items  from the resource packet (trp), see the resource packet instruction sheet. If you have not purchased 

a packet, you can do so by going to www.pentecostalpublishing.com or calling 866-819-7667.

Editorial by Joni Owens

Is God at Work in Your Class?
Anyone who knows God can see Him at work. One cannot 

view a sunrise or sunset, get relief from a headache, or see 
someone filled with the Holy Ghost without acknowledging He 
is at work. And yet, how often do we wonder, doubt, and get 
depressed because we cannot see Him doing what we think He 
should be doing?

As a teacher, I often felt frustration because I couldn’t always see 
visible signs of God at work in my students. No one was getting 
baptized; no one was seeking—much less receiving—the Holy 
Ghost. Parents were consistently tardy in bringing their children. 
There was little interest in learning the books of the Bible, 
memorizing verses, or winning contests. I had to take myself to 
task as I allowed these negative outlooks to cloud my teaching 
each week, wondering why I was even bothering. 

Then a child would hug me. A parent would tell me with tear-
filled eyes how her child prayed for her headache that week 
and the headache went away. I would observe two boys praying 

together during altar call. And God would speak to me: “I have 
heard your prayers and seen your tears. Trust Me; I am at work.”

As I edit the lessons each quarter, my daily prayer is that He will 
give me the wisdom and direction that will be the most beneficial 
to teachers and students. How can we convince the beginners 
that the Holy Ghost is for everyone, even really bad guys? Will 
they be able to prove God hears their prayers? What are some 
ways they can be a light for God even though they are so young? 
Who do they know that exhibits the fruit of the Spirit, so much so 
that the children want to be like those people?

I am excited to see God at work in your classes. I see it in your 
beautiful décor creations. I read about it in your testimonies. I 
rejoice with reports of children receiving the Holy Ghost. Please 
keep posting on Facebook so together we can see God at work—
even when we least expect it!
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Around the World
Most children enjoy observing or experiencing alternative 
modes of transportation like hot air balloons, trains, planes, 
or boats. These forms of transportation may be common 
to find, but most children have not had the privilege of 
experiencing them firsthand and generally view them with 
excitement and wonder. Although specific instructions are 
not given each week, use your imagination to pull your students 
into travel mode as you travel with your students on an around-
the-world adventure, exploring various countries and identifying 
cultures that are both similar and different from American culture. 

The early church was a scattered growing work as missionaries Paul, Barnabas, Silas, and 
others took the gospel from city to city. Just as they traveled, each lesson you travel to new 
places such as Holland, China, Tanzania, Russia, and Canada. Visit your local library and 
bring in colorful picture books of the place you choose to visit each week. Children may 
review these books when they finish activities, and you can focus on the chosen place during 
prayer (pray for missionaries, their families, churches, children, and the lost). Keep the 
excitement building as students discover what it meant to be a part of the early church as well 
as a part of today’s church.

The hot air balloon will be the prominent mode of 
transportation. As a general rule, the number of people who 
enjoy observing hot air balloons in action far outweigh the 
number of people who actually want to ride in them. Children 
are often included in both categories as hot air balloons are 
typically colorful, larger than life, and exciting. Let your 
imagination soar as you create unique and vibrant balloons.

Be sure to visit Pinterest and search “around the world” for ideas. Brainstorm with teachers 
in other levels to see what ideas they are using for this theme, and then make your room 
unique. Pinterest also offers several ideas for hot air balloons. Consider making several to 
hang from the ceiling (above head height but low enough for students to enjoy) to add to 
your WOW room. Use the theme art , reproducible theme art (trp), and posters (trp) to 
take your students on a fun around-the-world adventure.

Explaining Our Acronyms and Symbols

	(trp)	=	 Teacher’s Resource Packet
=	� Downloadable resource using 

code on TRP instruction sheet
(ap)	 =	 Activity Paper

BP	 =	 Bible Point
MV	 =	 Memory Verse
KiM	 =	 Kids in Missions
SMP	 =	 Special Memory Passage

Theme Development

3

Heads Up! 
Check all your lesson title pages now to see what supplies need 
to be gathered. Plan ahead to know what activities require 
multiple copies, cutouts, or unusual supplies. Recruit teenagers 
or seniors to help with drawing, copying, or cutting.

Before the quarter begins, tear apart the activity papers and sort 
the papers by lesson for easier distribution each week. Order 
one set per student with a few extras for visitors and growth.
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Teaching Wall
Mount the attendance and memory charts (ap)  at the children’s level so they can easily 
update them each week. If room allows, mount the unit memory posters (trp) at eye level. 
(The Unit 3 Memory Verse and the Special Memory Passage are combined into one poster 
since they share Galatians 5:22–23.) Other options include mounting only the unit memory 
verse currently being studied rather than all three at one time, or placing a poster on each 
of the other walls and walking to them when it is time to do Bible memory work. Include 
the Kids in Missions map (trp) as a reminder to pray for missionaries in South America.

He’s Got the Whole World
Use the reproducible theme art (trp) to create God’s hands holding the world against a dark 
blue background; make it as large as possible for greater impact. Color the world with blues 
and greens and browns. Add silver or white stars and other planets in the sky. Label the wall, 
“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands.”

Simple 3-D additions could include boats on the ocean, train tracks across Europe, a 
snowmobile in northern icy countries, and donkey-drawn wagons in Africa. Download 
pictures or art from the Internet, glue to index cards or stiff cardboard, and secure to the 
world with strips of thick cardboard to make the items pop out from the wall.

Around the World
Use the reproducible theme art (trp) to 
draw a large world map on your wall. 
We have omitted country borders and 
instead focused on the continents and 
specific points of interest. Mount flag 
pins (available at office supply stores) 
and the cultural photos (trp) at each 
place noted by a star on the world 
map: Holland, Egypt, China, Australia, Tanzania, India, Arizona, Brazil, Venice, Canada, 
Russia, and Mexico. Add a small church to designate your home church. 

If your church has any Partners in Missions from South America, ask to make copies of 
their certificates and place them in the South America region. Remember to pray for them 
throughout the quarter. 

Travel the World
Cover the top half of the wall with blue paper for the sky and green along the bottom for the 
ground, along with some blue bodies of water. Add some white polyfill clouds to the sky for 
a 3-D effect. Cut some mountains from paper, crumple slightly to give texture, and mount 
in the grass areas, adding cotton or polyfill snowcaps. 

The reproducible theme art (trp) offer thirteen modes of transportation. These are also 
used on the memory chart. Reuse the train created from last quarter’s Alpine Express 
theme. Create large colorful versions of the transportation items and mount them on the 
wall in their appropriate areas. Label this wall, “Go Tell Someone about Jesus.”

4
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Consider making this an interactive attendance wall by letting children add 
a hot air balloon each week. Print and cut out a balloon (theme art ) 
from construction paper for each child for each week. (Let teens help with 
this project so all the copying and cutting is completed before the quarter 
begins.) Children may color their balloons before mounting.

Hot Air Balloon
Consider making the hot air balloon a 3-D piece hanging from the ceiling in front of this 
wall. Purchase one large Hula-Hoop and two smaller hoops. Tie two pieces of strong wire 
or twine across the diameter of the large hoop, forming an X. Tie twine (4 pieces) to one 
small hoop and tie the opposite ends to the large hoop’s twine so the large hoop hangs about 
twenty inches from the smaller hoop. Repeat for the bottom hoop. 

Use a lightweight basket or box as the balloon’s basket. Cover the top edges with pieces of 
foam pipe insulation to form the basket’s bars. Tie wire or twine to the four corners and 
then secure to the lower hoop.

Cover the hoops with a bright-colored, plastic tablecloth, gathering at the bottom hoop to give 
the illusion of a balloon. Trim the cloth so it is even and tie it to the bottom hoop, leaving an 
opening (where gas in�ates the balloon). Tie additional wire or twine through the cloth to the 
top hoop to form an inverted V; this will let you hang the balloon from the ceiling. Mount the 
balloon where it will not be in the way of walkers or hands wanting to play with it. 

Bulletin Boards
Any of the wall ideas can be used on a smaller scale for those who must decorate boards 
and not walls. 

If you have a board outside your classroom that passersby can see, highlight your students 
by creating a hot air balloon (theme art ) for each child. Take pictures of your students 
and mount the head cutouts to chenille-wire men (do not make them proportional; 
oversized and exaggerated is more fun). Place each student in a balloon basket. Label the 
board, “Around the World with Jesus.” 

Door Poster
Mount the door poster (TRP) declaring “God at Work around the World” at children’s eye 
level so it welcomes them into the room.

Salvation Poster
Mount the salvation poster (TRP) where children can visit it regularly, such as on the inside 
of your classroom door (assuming you close your door) or on a closet door.

Bible Points
Every week the children learn a short take-home phrase summarizing the lesson objectives. 
Say the Bible point frequently to help children lock this important life application into their 
hearts and minds. Attach a hot air balloon cutout to a dowel rod and hold it up each time 
you want students to say the Bible point. 

5
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Truth about God
While the Bible is filled with narratives that we teach our children, it is God’s story. It is all 
about Him, not the characters. Each lesson focuses on a truth about God, an attribute or 
principle that helps define or characterize God. While the children do not memorize this 
statement, the lesson segments will support it.

Home Connection
On the bottom of each activity paper is a URL address for parents to take advantage of our 
Home Connection. Review questions, activities, and memory work are provided for at-home 
discussion. Be sure to show this to the parents when they pick up their children. This piece 
is also available in the resource packet for teachers to copy and send home with students.

Offering
Collect the offering as soon as the children enter so they do not lose it or play with it. Create 
a hot air balloon from a round paper lantern. Attach four 24-inch lengths of ribbon from 
the top of the balloon on down the sides, and secure to a basket. Hang from the ceiling with 
fishing line, keeping it low enough to collect the offering but out of the walkway. Another 
option is to use a small suitcase.

Volunteers
Let students select their favorite transportation mode (see theme art ) and color it. After names 
are added, place these in a basket. Whenever a volunteer is needed, pull from this basket. Return 
when all the names have been used, or at the end of class, whichever comes first. 

Bible Verses
A unit Bible verse is studied each unit. The multi-week study will explain the verse as well 
as encourage memorization. Mount the posters (trp) on the teaching wall, or place a poster 
on each of the three decorated walls. Each week, gather students at the appropriate poster 
to study the verse. An additional Bible lesson verse that connects to the Bible lesson is 
mentioned and is included in the activity paper. 

This quarter we encourage you to help your students learn the fruit of the Spirit listed in 
Galatians 5:22–23. NOTE: This is also the unit 3 memory verse, so the same poster will be 
used for both studies. One side of the poster contains the King James Version, the reverse side 
shows the English Standard Version, which uses words more common to a child’s vocabulary. 
Use whichever side you prefer in class. Refer to the poster (trp) and SMP ideas . Several 
lessons include optional activities for teaching this important passage. Consider purchasing 
A Fruitful Life CD or DVD from kids POWer hour, which includes fun songs for each fruit of 
the Spirit as well as some general songs for the topic.

Attendance and Memory Charts
Tear out the charts from the activity paper sets. On the first Sunday, give each child a chart 
and let him write his name in the designated area. Each week the child attends, he colors 
one of the travel “stickers” for the suitcase. You may choose which place is being visited that 
week, or let students choose.

6
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As children practice the unit memory verse each week, they color one mode of transportation 
at the appropriate verse. NOTE: In the activity paper, the activity verses on the memory 
chart are KJV. If you choose to teach the ESV side of the poster for unit 3, print color 
versions of the appropriate memory charts from the downloadable resources  (access 
information is on the resource packet instruction sheet).

Activate your faith and buy extra copies to allow for growth in your classroom. Although 
copyright laws prohibit the copying of this material, one allowance is to make copies for 
visitors using the master of each chart . 

Kids in Missions
The focus this quarter is South America. Ideas and information are included on page 8. 
Mount the map of this region (trp) on the teaching wall as a reminder to pray for our 
missionaries. 

Bible Art Pictures
Each week, the Life Application supply list includes a Bible art picture (trp). Use this at your 
discretion if you feel your students could relate to a visual of biblical times. For added stability, 
mount the week’s picture in a frame and display it for the day. The pictures are two-sided. 

Teacher Training Helps 
Our website offers several teacher training articles as well as other items to enhance your teaching 
experience: a child information form, childhood characteristics, how to build a tree, and how to 
make sock puppets. A standard supply list details items that should be regularly available.

pentecostalpublishing.com/t-teacherstraining1.aspx

A teacher training article is also included in the resource packet. 

Music
Worship is an important part of each lesson. Several children’s CDs are available at  
www.pentecostalpublishing.com, including Word Aflame’s Kids in Praise volumes 1 and 2. 
Many worship CDs include today’s choruses that are popular in church and are usually 
sung by children. Let students help lead worship time by using inflatable mics and musical 
instruments.

Facebook
Join us on Facebook and share exciting news, ask questions, offer suggestions, and most 
importantly, post those room décor pics! Your pictures inspire others as well as offer options 
for turning rooms into WOW! rooms. Search for Word Aflame Beginner Curriculum Teachers.

Note: Before posting pictures of children, be sure to get parental permission. The teacher 
training link from our website offers a model release form. 

7
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Key Project: 
Brother and Sister John Guidry are missionaries in Colombia, South America. They love going 
out into the countryside and visiting the smaller churches. Columbia has been labeled as the 
drug and crime capital of South America. Some of the children that attend the churches have 
parents that do not attend with them. Some of them are involved in the drug industry. Brother 
and Sister Guidry desire to build a youth center and would also like to get more instruments 
for the small churches. Having musical instruments provides a way for the congregations to 
teach children in the community how to play the instruments and get them into church. 

Have the students make a guitar out of a shoebox, adding a cardboard tube for the neck and 
yarn for the strings. Create drums as well. Each week students bring offering to place inside 
the drums or guitar. Send the offering to Global Missions to help the churches of Columbia 
get instruments!  

Mark the church check with the account number GMGP.869.2401 for proper distribution.

Pray for:
• Protection for the missionaries, the national workers, and the church. The area is

troubled with drugs, violence, kidnappings, and robberies. 
• Good health for our missionaries and short-term workers. Several countries in this

region have high altitudes that cause many to be sick and have lung problems. 
• Godly contacts in each nation for doors to open to revival. Pray that God will bring the

missionaries before the leaders of the land and give them favor. 
• Revival to flourish in South America. There are many nations without missionaries. 

Special Focus:
Bennie and Theresa DeMerchant recently celebrated fifty years of being missionaries to the 
country of Brazil. The church has flourished under their leadership. 

• 93 Bible schools with 5,000 students
• 1,200 churches with 90,000 constituents

Bennie Demerchant has flown his Cessna seaplane for over 15,000 hours in the Amazon. 
With this special airplane he is able to land on the Amazon river and bring in food, medical 
help, and preach the gospel to people who are not accessible via roads. They will usually 
preach, set up a hammock in the church as a quick bed, and head out to the jungle again the 
next day! As you can imagine, this airplane needs a lot of upkeep and work. 

This quarter pray for the church of Brazil. Pray for a greater revival and that more 
missionaries would have a desire to move to Brazil to help in this work. Pray for safety for 
Brother and Sister DeMerchant as they fly into these remote areas. Why not take a special 
offering to help Brother DeMerchant with his airplane expenses? Have the students draw a 
seaplane and write a note to the DeMerchants thanking them for fifty years of service. Your 
special offering can be sent to Global Missions.

Mark the church check with the account number GMGP.16.2701 for proper distribution.

South America
Regional Directors: Darry & Kathy Crossley

Missionary Facts:
•	 15 missionary families or units residing or 

working in 9 countries/ministries

•	 14 nations 

•	 10,304 + churches and preaching points

•	 572,969+ constituents

•	 386 million+ souls

MK Fun
Download the missionary kid profile pages 
specific to the South American region through 
this link:

www.upwithmks.com/profilesheets.html

We are excited to present our missionary kid 
profile sheets. This tool gives you hands-on 
information regarding their nation, how to 
pray specifically for each MK, their picture, and 
even a great activity corner for children. Thank 
you for praying for our MKs and learning more 
about their nations. If you would like to become 
a prayer pal with our MKs, please contact 
Cylinda Nickel at cylindanickel@gmail.com.

Resources: 
Go to these sites for additional facts and figures: 

•	 www.nationalgeographic.com

•	 www.cia.gov/library/publications/
resources/the-world-factbook/index.html

•	 www.geographia.com 

•	 www.factmonster.com/world.html

Visit these sites for prayer tools and resources to 
help your students become missions minded.

•	 www.kidsprayer.com

•	 www.cartpioneers.org/categories/Kids/
Prayer-Tools/

Contact Global Missions for ideas for a missions 
conference, media presentations, or to see if any 
missionaries from the South American region 
are in your state this quarter; perhaps they could 
speak to your children. Contact Jason Crumpacker 
at 636-229-7900. Visit their website: 

www.globalmissions.com.

For the DeMerchants’ story, see Full Throttle! 
at www.pentecostal publishing.com.

K DS  in  M ss ons
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1God’s Spirit  
Is for Everyone
Welcome to the Word

Welcome	 Attendance charts (ap), markers, Bible Point signal, 
offering container, Optional: library books of travel 
destination choice, hot air balloon copies 

Activity	 Small wrapped candy placed in a fancy gift bag 

Worship	 “Holy Spirit Rain Down,” “Holy Spirit, You Are Welcome Here”

Prayer	

Open the Word

Memory Work	 Add a strip of masking tape to each of thirty dominoes. 
Write one memory verse word per domino to form two sets 
(Acts 11:16 is considered one word). Separate the two sets.

Bibles, unit 1 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap), 
markers, word card: baptized (trp)

Reveal the Word

Bible Lesson	 Gather two different kinds of people figures such as Legos 
and Little People, enough figures for all students and guests 
to have one. Place them in a gift bag.

Bibles, sheet, stuffed animals (unclean only, including pig) 
or pictures of unclean animals 

Do the Word

Life Application	 Bible art: Peter Preaches to Cornelius and His Family (trp), 
activity papers, colored pencils

Activity Paper	 Activity papers, markers

	Optional Activities and Ideas

Option 1	 Multi-purpose tool such as a Leatherman (obtain multiples 
for a large class), materials on which to use the tool (screws, 
piece of wood, paper, bottle with bottle cap, wire, and so on) 

Option 2	 Balloons (1 per student), air pumps, thin wire or smooth 
twine, straw, tape, permanent markers

Option 3	 Kids in Missions map (trp), globe, copies of South America 
map , markers

Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked 
with  can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet in the 
teacher’s resource packet.

Unit 1
God at Work in the Early Church 

Unit Bible Verse
Acts 11:16

Scripture Text
Acts 11 

Truth about God
God wants to fill everyone 
with the Holy Ghost.

Bible Lesson Verse
Acts 11:15

Bible Point
The Holy Ghost is for everyone.

Students will:
»» ��Compare God’s work in the early church

to His work in today’s church. 
»» �Identify that God’s Spirit is for everyone. 

03.05.2017
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