Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020

Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 1: Jesus’ Early Years
Lesson 3
Be Baptized
Jesus Is Baptized
Week of March 15, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will assess the examples Jesus gave us before He started His ministry.
Unit Memory Verse
John 1:1
Scripture Text

Matthew 3

Mark 1:1–11

John 1:1–34
Bible Lesson Verse

Matthew 3:15
Bible Point 

Jesus was baptized to obey God’s Word.
Life Application

I must be baptized.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket
Opening Activity: Activity papers (page 1), pencils
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Bibles, John and Jesus cutouts (trp) (dr), Jesus Is Baptized Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: In a shallow, glass bowl, pour a half-inch of white vinegar and add two teaspoons of salt. Fill another bowl with clean water.

Dirty pennies (1 per student), spoon, paper towels
Prayer and Call to Action: Pennies from Life Application
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, copy the lesson 3 hc devotion (dr) and a New Birth handout (dr).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Are You Washed in the Blood?” by Elisha A. Hoffman (choose your favorite version of this classic hymn on YouTube), “Nothing but the Blood” by Charity Gayle on Lord, You Are My Song
Memory Work: Cut apart the 2 sets of unit 1 MV cards (trp) (dr). Hide each set among the pages of a large Bible (1 Bible per team).
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons 
Option 1: For each student, prepare a craft kit with one 12-ounce Styrofoam cup, a Silhouette Man cutout (dr), a 5-inch square of blue tissue paper, and a craft stick. Make a sample craft as shown on page 22.

Blue crayons, glue
Option 2: New Birth poster (trp); container of water, plastic doll or Lego figure, towel, line art version of the New Birth handout (dr) (1 per student), crayons
Option 3: Set up a ring toss game of your choice (either homemade or store bought).
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew 3; Mark 1:1–11; and John 1:1–34. Prayerfully consider what these passages say: 
About God

Jesus knew that everything He did throughout His life would be studied and analyzed, both by believers and also by skeptics. By being baptized by John, Jesus set the example that everyone should follow. Jesus obeyed God’s Word in a way that would silence the doubters.
To You as a Teacher

As a teacher, it is of the utmost importance to go through the physical act of baptism in the name of Jesus. Beyond the physical is the spiritual understanding behind the principle of water baptism. We must fully grasp how our spiritual sins are remitted through this physical act.
To Your Students

Baptism is a public action that may unnerve some children. The better they understand what occurs prior, during, and after a baptism, the more they will desire to obey one day. Focus on helping your students understand the act of baptism along with the need to obey.

Discuss with your pastor the appropriate age for baptizing children and share this in your lesson. Often Beginners will get caught up in the excitement that surrounds the event and plead to get baptized while not yet understanding the importance of baptism. Let your students yearn for baptism, challenging them to press on toward receiving the Holy Ghost.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

The Smiley Face Kids service projects should be enjoyable and focus on serving others. As your helpers arrive, smile and thank them for showing love toward others. If your class is participating in the food pantry collections, have students count the food items and record the total on a tracking sheet. Help them figure out how many more cans or boxes they need to reach the goal. 

Sometimes we ask others to help us with our service projects. When we show them how to do the project, we are being an example. An example is something or someone that shows us what to do.

· Name someone who is an example to you—someone who shows you what to do.

Collect the offering. Let students add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr) on their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 
Lead students to the unit 1 MV poster (trp) and review John 1:1. God’s Word tells about a time when Jesus showed us an important example. Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus was baptized to obey God’s Word.” 

Jesus is the best example for us to follow.

Opening Activity: Good or Bad Example?
Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students look at each picture and discuss whether it is a good example to follow. Then they match good pictures to the thumbs-up symbol and bad pictures to the thumbs-down symbol. Jesus is our example. He showed us how to obey God’s Word. He was baptized so we would know how to get baptized.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Can you think of a time when someone showed you how to do something new, such as a game or craft? How did it help you to see it done?
Bible Lesson: Jesus Is Baptized (Matthew 3; Mark 1:1–11; John 1:1–34)
Bible Lesson Verse: “And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15).
Gather students around a table with Bibles. Help them find the books of Matthew, Mark, and John. The Bible gives us many examples to follow. The books of Matthew, Mark, and John all tell about when Jesus was baptized.
Place the John the Baptist cutout (trp) on the table. A man named John the Baptist began preaching in the wilderness of Judea. John told people, “Change your hearts and lives because the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” How close is your hand? That is how close John was saying the kingdom of Heaven is.

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair. He wore a leather belt around his waist. For food, he ate locusts and wild honey. 

Place the Crowd cutout (trp) near the John cutout. Many people went out to hear John preach. They came from everywhere around Jerusalem and Judea. John was preaching near the Jordan River. When people heard John, they thought about their sins. Many repented.
· What does it mean to repent?

After the people repented, John baptized them in the Jordan River. John preached that they must be baptized with water. Baptism showed that they wanted to change their hearts and lives. 

John also told them someone great was coming, someone more important than John. 

Place the Jesus cutout (trp) near John. One day a man walked up to John. It was Jesus. He asked to be baptized. This bothered John. He asked Jesus, “Why do You come to me to be baptized? I should be baptized by You.” 

Jesus said, “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). Jesus wanted to be baptized so He could give us an example. Jesus was obeying God’s Word through His example. 

Jesus was baptized. When He came out of the water, John saw God’s Spirit coming down like a dove. Show the Dove cutout (trp). A voice spoke from heaven and said, “This is my Son and I love Him. I am very pleased with Him.” 

This let John know that Jesus was the one who would save us from sin. Show the Jesus Is Baptized Bible art (trp) (dr).
Apply and Act

Life Application: I must be baptized.
Practice the object lesson prior to class to see how much time is needed for the dirt to leave the pennies.

Jesus is our example. He showed us how to be baptized. Baptism makes us clean and new inside. Gather around a table. Give each student a dirty penny. These pennies are like us before we are baptized—dirty. We need to be cleaned because we do things we should not do. We sin. 

Place the vinegar/salt solution on the table. Ask students to drop the pennies into the pan. Use a spoon to stir the pennies. Pass the spoon around the table giving each student a turn to stir the pennies and say, “I must be baptized.” After several minutes, the vinegar/salt water will clean the pennies.

Scoop the pennies out of the solution and rinse them in the bowl of clean water. Give students paper towels to dry the pennies.

When we are baptized, we are made clean. Turn to each other and say, “I must be baptized.”
Prayer and Call to Action

As students hold the pennies, lead in prayer. “Jesus, please help me to obey God’s Word. One day I want to be baptized like You were baptized.”
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 3 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it at home.

· For each student, send home a copy of the New Birth handout (dr).
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
Prior to class, search YouTube to choose a version of one of Elisha Hoffman’s classic hymns that will minister to your students. Or play several versions for your students and let them vote on their favorite.

Discuss how baptism washes away sin. 

Lead students in praise walk around the room while playing the classic hymn, “Are You Washed in the Blood?” by Elisha A. Hoffman.

Teach students the classic song “Nothing but the Blood.” During the verses, children will enjoy singing “nothing but the blood of Jesus.” For the chorus, sing each line and let students repeat after you. (A great version of this song is sung by Apostolic artist, Charity Gayle.) 

Memory Work: John 1:1
Unit 1 Memory Verse

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).

Gather students at the unit 1 MV poster (trp) and read the verse. God’s Word tells us to be baptized in Jesus’ name. Jesus was baptized to obey God’s Word. I must obey God’s Word and be baptized.

Form two teams. Give each team a Bible containing a set of unit 1 MV cards (trp) (dr). Explain that there are eight cards to be found in the pages of the Bible. Once all cards are found, each team puts the verse words in order and recites the verse.
Each week the verse is practiced, students color one step on the memory chart (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper, students find eight differences between the pictures.
Option 1: Be Baptized Project
To each student, distribute a 12-ounce Styrofoam cup, a Silhouette Man cutout , a 5-inch square of blue tissue paper, and a craft stick. Help students glue blue tissue paper inside the cup (representing water). Help students glue the silhouette man to the end of the craft stick. Poke a hole in the bottom of the cup. Insert the stick in the hole from the inside. Show students how to baptize the man by raising and lowering the stick into the cup.

· Why was Jesus baptized?

· Why are we baptized?
Option 2: Baptism Role-Play
Lead students to the New Birth poster (trp) and review it. Jesus showed us how to be baptized. We want to follow His example. Allow each student to practice baptizing the figure and saying, “I must be baptized.” Then have students color the New Birth handout coloring page (dr).
Option 3: JBQ Ring Toss
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
Students will be given a question to answer. If the student does NOT answer the question correctly, they get one ring to toss. If the student DOES answer the question correctly, they get three rings to toss. For every ring that makes it around the stake, they earn a piece of candy or prize. 
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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