Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020

Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 2: Jesus’ Ministry and Teaching
Lesson 8
The House on the Rock
Parable of Two Builders
Week of April 19, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will examine Jesus’ ministry as He called followers, emphasized the Word, and revealed His deity.
Unit Memory Verse
Luke 4:18
Scripture Text

Matthew 7:24–27
Bible Lesson Verse

Matthew 7:24
Bible Point 

Jesus taught us how to build our lives on a sure foundation.
Life Application

I will build my life on what Jesus taught.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: 11'' x 17'' piece of paper, markers, attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket
Opening Activity: Shallow pan filled with one inch of sand, shallow pan filled with various sized rocks, a gallon of water, activity papers (page 1), markers
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Fill one cake pan with flat rocks. Fill another cake pan with two inches of sand. Prior to the lesson, practice using the props. Prepare to play the Whirlwind sound effect (dr). 

Wooden blocks, pitcher of water, a fan, Bible, Parable of the Two Builders Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: From a craft store, purchase flat painting rocks (1 per student).

New Birth poster (trp), paint pens
Prayer and Call to Action: Rocks from Life Application
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, copy the lesson 8 hc devotion (dr).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Sandyland” by Psalty from Kids Praise!, “The Wise Man Built His House” (posted on YouTube by ThroughtheWaters)
Inflatable microphones or a karaoke machine
Memory Work: Write the verse on 21 index cards, 1 word per card. On the opposite side, number the cards 1–21, making sure the cards are in correct sequence.
Unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), blue tissue squares (several per student, sized to fit on the activity paper), glue sticks
Option 1: For each student, print and cut apart the House on the Rock shapes (dr), placing each set in an envelope. Each student will need a sheet of construction paper and glue.
Option 2: Place pieces of masking tape on eighteen wooden blocks. On two sets of nine blocks, write the Life Application words (one word per block): I will build my life on what Jesus taught.
Option 3: Take a large piece of foam and attach lollipops all over it.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Looking Ahead

Next week’s lesson requires early preparation for the Bible lesson.
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew 7:24–29. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

In His Word, Jesus unequivocally showed us that He is the rock and solid foundation we must build our lives on. His teachings were clear and unwavering. If we place our trust in Him, no storm will be able to destroy us.
To You as a Teacher

There is a constant flow of new philosophies being touted and books being written attempting to tell us how we should live our lives. The more the world tries to find a solid foundation without Jesus, the further they find themselves from solid ground. We must build our lives on the teachings of Jesus. As the classic song proclaims, “All other ground is sinking sand.”
To Your Students

How can children build a strong foundation in Jesus? First, they can come to class and learn that Jesus loves them. Second, they can memorize Bible verses and fall in love with Bible stories. Third, they can be taught to pray and listen to their friend Jesus. All these foundations will lead them to salvation and beyond. Emphasize these in your class and watch your students build lives that withstand the storms.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

Deliver the card and ask the recipient for permission to take a picture. Send the picture to your students or show it to them next week in class.
This lesson is about the parable of two builders. Throughout the lesson, emphasize that Jesus was telling a story to teach the people an important truth.

As students arrive, gather around a table. Today we are going to make a special card to help someone smile. Name the recipient and give a few details about why this person needs the card (e.g., recovering from illness, elderly and unable to leave home, and so on). Fold the paper like a card, write an encouraging greeting to the person, and ask students to help by adding drawings and signing it. 

Collect offering. Let students add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr) on their attendance charts (ap) (dr). Lead students to the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and review Luke 4:18.

· Who remembers what the gospel is? The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
· Who is being talked about in this verse? Jesus
Jesus taught many things while He was on earth. Today we will learn one of the stories He told. It was a story about building. Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus taught us how to build our lives on a sure foundation.”
Opening Activity: Sand and Rocks
A building must be built carefully. Storms, wind, and floods can damage a building. Show the container of sand.

· What happens to sand when it rains and floods?

Show the container of rocks.

· What happens to rocks when it rains and floods?

Let’s see how water affects each of these. Have students help pour water over each container. Discuss what happened to the sand and rocks.

· If you were to build a house on one of these, which one would you choose? Why?

Building a house is like building our lives. We want to build our lives on good things—things that will last. When life sends storms that threaten us, we want a good foundation. State the Bible Point: “Jesus taught us how to build our lives on a sure foundation.”

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students follow the words through the maze as they reveal the Life Application: “I will build my life on what Jesus taught.”
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever tried to build a sandcastle? If yes, how long did it stay standing? Why?
Bible Lesson: Parable of Two Builders (Matthew 7:24–27)
Bible Lesson Verse: “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock” (Matthew 7:24).
Jesus told stories to help us learn important things. Show Matthew 7 in your Bible. To make us think about how we build our lives, Jesus told a story about two builders—a wise man and a foolish man. 

Select a volunteer to be the wise man. The wise man built a house in a safe area. He built on the rocks. He knew his house needed a good foundation. Instruct volunteer to build a house with the blocks on the rocks.

Play the whirlwind sound effects (dr) and turn on the fan as you pour water on the structure. It rained hard, the winds blew, and the floods came. The house built on the solid rock did not fall.
Select a volunteer to be the foolish man. The foolish man built his house down on the beach. He built on the sand. He really liked the cool breeze as it drifted in off the water. Instruct volunteer to build a house with the blocks on the sand.

Again, play the whirlwind sound effects (dr) and turn on the fan as you pour water on the structure. It rained hard, the winds blew, and the floods came. The house built on the shaky sand did not last very long. The wind and the rain knocked it flat. 

Show the Parable of the Two Builders Bible art (trp) (dr). After telling this parable, Jesus said, “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock” (Matthew 7:24). People who hear what Jesus taught and do not obey are like the foolish man. We should be like the man who built his house on the rocks. If we build our lives on the teachings of Jesus, we will have a solid foundation.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will build my life on what Jesus taught.
Discuss the difference between the wise and foolish builders. When we build our lives on what Jesus taught, we will make more wise choices and fewer foolish choices. Instruct students to say, “I will build my life on what Jesus taught.” 

Show the New Birth poster (trp). The most important wise choices we can make are to repent, be baptized, and receive the Holy Ghost. After we make those wise choices, the Holy Ghost will help us make more wise choices as we build our lives.
As you give each student a flat painting rock, ask the student to say one way we can be wise in building our lives. After discussing students’ answers, allow students to use paint pens to write their names on their rocks.
Prayer and Call to Action

As students hold their stones, lead them in prayer. “Jesus, help me to build my life on what You taught. I want to be like the wise man and build my house well.”
Home Connection

· For new students, send home a copy of the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 8 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back page of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.
· When you deliver the card from Welcome, ask the recipient for permission to take a picture and send the picture to the families of students via social media.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
Use motions and movement while singing the following songs: 

· “Sandyland” by Psalty from the album Kids Praise!
· “The Wise Man Built His House” posted on YouTube by ThroughtheWater
Memory Work: Luke 4:18
Unit 2 Memory Verse

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor” (Luke 4:18).
Gather students at the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and review Luke 4:18 slowly while students echo the words. 
Scatter the prepared index cards across the table, number side up. At your signal, students put the cards in numerical order. After all cards are in correct sequence, turn each card over and recite the word.

Each week the verse is practiced, students color one step on the memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper, students glue blue tissue squares on to show how each house stood through the storm. Which house was on a good foundation?
Option 1: House on the Rock Craft
Give each student a sheet of construction paper, glue, and an envelope containing a set of House on the Rock shapes (dr). First, students glue down the rock foundation, and then they build their house on it. Once completed, ask students to read the Life Application: “I will build my life on what Jesus taught.”
Option 2: Building a Tower
Prior to class, place pieces of masking tape on eighteen wooden blocks. On two sets of nine blocks, write the Life Application words (one word per block): I will build my life on what Jesus taught.
Form two teams. Give each team a set of blocks that are labeled with the Life Application. Have each team build a tower with the first word on the bottom and the last word on the top. Challenge them to topple the tower, scatter the blocks, and see how quickly they can build it again with words in correct sequence from bottom to top.
Option 3: JBQ Lollipop Tree
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
Ask students a unique word, quotation, or location question. If they get it right, they pick from the lollipop tree.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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