Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020

Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 2: Jesus’ Ministry and Teaching
Lesson 7
The Old Rugged Cross
Calvary (Easter)
Week of April 12, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will examine Jesus’ ministry as He called followers, emphasized the Word, and revealed His deity.
Unit Memory Verse
Luke 4:18
Scripture Text

Matthew 27–28:8

Mark 15–16:8

Luke 23–24:9 

John 19–20:9
Bible Lesson Verse

Matthew 28:5–6
Bible Point 

Jesus died for our sins.
Life Application

I know that Jesus died on the cross for my sins.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Sticky notes (1 per student), attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket
Opening Activity: For each student, place several plant or flower seeds in a zippered bag. Purchase a full-grown plant or flower to show students. Prepare to show a time-lapse video of a caterpillar becoming a butterfly (suggested video: “Monarch Butterfly Metamorphosis Time-Lapse FYV” posted on YouTube by FrontYardVideo).
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Activity papers (page 1), pencils, The Old Rugged Cross Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Cut out the large heart shapes (trp). Students will need black crayons.
Prayer and Call to Action: For each student, cut out one of the small heart shapes (trp) (dr). Students will also need crayons or pencils.
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, copy the lesson 7 hc devotion (dr).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Paper (1 sheet per student), crayons; suggested songs: “My Redeemer Lives” by Hillsong Kids, “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” by Cedarmont Kids
Memory Work: Unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons
Option 1: For each student, cut heavy-duty paper plates in half (each student needs a half). Cut an opening as shown in the sketch on page 44. Use construction paper to cut stones, sized to fit over the opening. Hole-punch the plate and the stone in the correct place for the brad. Make a sample craft; save the sample to use again in lessons 13 and 14.

Cardstock (1 sheet per student), crayons, hole punch, paper brads (1 per student), craft sticks (2 per student), glue
Option 2: For each student, print the Cross puzzle pieces (dr) and the Cross puzzle background (dr). Cut apart the Cross puzzles and place each set in an envelope (1 per student).
Option 3: Set up a table filled with cupcakes, candy, or other prizes. Around the table on the ground, make squares big enough for a student to stand in. Label the squares with numbers.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew 27–28: 8; Mark 15–16: 8; Luke 23–24: 9; and John 19–20:9. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

As Jesus endured tremendous physical abuse in a humiliating and agonizing death on the cross, our mistakes and shortcomings were on His mind. He became the sacrificial Lamb that would forgive our sins and give us hope of salvation.
To You as a Teacher

The Cross means something slightly different for every individual. We can too easily become detached from the reality of the Cross when we only tell others that Jesus died for their sins and not reflect personally. Look in the mirror sometime this week and remind yourself that He died for your sins too.
To Your Students

Today, the cross is used for numerous reasons (identifying Christianity, honoring someone who passed away, as an object used in prayer rituals). Help students learn its true meaning: “For God so loved the world, that he gave” (John 3:16). Youngsters may struggle to comprehend how sin causes death and that Jesus had to die so we could live. Instead, focus on His sacrificial love, and help them understand that the cross reminds us that Jesus saves.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

While unit 2 is about Jesus’ Ministry and Teaching, we felt it important to interject the Resurrection story on Easter Sunday. Unit 3 is further devoted to a thorough study of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.
As students arrive, collect offering. Let students add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr) on their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 
Easter is a perfect time to show others how much you care. Discuss the ways we can show others love and actions that will make them smile. Let each student pick one action to do for someone else this week. Write it on a sticky note and stick it to the student’s shirt. Jesus came to preach the gospel. When we share the gospel, we tell how Jesus died on the cross, was buried in a tomb, and rose from the dead to live again. Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus died for our sins.”
Opening Activity: Seeds and Plants
Show students the full-grown plant, and then show seeds from which it started. Give each student a bag with seeds and let them touch the seeds. This plant grew after seeds were placed in soil. God put all the things in this seed for it to grow and become a plant.
· How do we plant a seed?

· What does a seed need to grow? Soil, water, sunshine

When a seed is planted, it must go through a change. The seed itself will die, but eventually it changes into a small plant. The plant grows and makes new seeds. Encourage students to plant the seeds at home.
YouTube Tip

To download the video from YouTube and avoid unwanted ads, type “ss” before “youtube.com” in the URL and follow the download prompts. Warning! Do not follow the prompts to download additional apps onto your computer. You can download the video in your browser.
Show a time-lapse video of a caterpillar becoming a butterfly (suggested video: “Monarch Butterfly Metamorphosis Time-Lapse FYV” posted on YouTube by FrontYardVideo). Discuss the process of a caterpillar becoming a butterfly.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever seen a newborn bird or animal? Was it exciting?
Bible Lesson: Calvary (Matthew 27–28:8; Mark 15–16:8; Luke 23–24:9; John 19–20:9)
Bible Lesson Verse: “And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay” (Matthew 28:5–6).
Gather students at the table. Distribute the activity papers. On the front page, students will look at, discuss, and number the pictures in sequence of the story.

Picture 1: Help students find the picture of Jesus teaching. Help them write a “1” in the box. Jesus spent three years teaching and healing people. Many people followed and believed Him, but there were others who did not. The Jewish leaders were jealous of how much people loved Jesus. The Jewish leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus. They did not believe He was God in the flesh. They did not want to follow Him. They wanted Him to die.
Picture 2: Help students find the picture of the soldiers arresting Jesus. Help them write a “2” in the box. Soldiers arrested Jesus. They whipped Him, slapped Him, made fun of Him, and spit on Him. Finally, they nailed Him to a cross.

Even though Jesus was innocent, He did not fight them. He allowed them to do all those things to Him because He loved people. He loved people so much that He died for their sins.

· What is sin? Doing wrong things, disobeying God
Picture 3: Help students find the picture of someone who is sinning. Help them write a “3” in the box. Jesus knew we would not be able to get rid of our own sin. He loves us and He came to die for our sins. Remember the video of the butterfly? Jesus knew people need to change and have new, beautiful lives, just like the caterpillar was changed into a beautiful butterfly.
Picture 4: Jesus died on the cross because He loved us. He died to take away our sins. Help students find the picture of the cross. Help them write a “4” in the box. 

Picture 5: Help students find the picture of the tomb where Jesus’ body was buried. Help them write a “5” in the box. After Jesus died, His disciples placed His body in a tomb, which was like a cave. They rolled a big stone in front of the tomb.
Picture 6: Help students find the picture of the angel. Help them write a “6” in the box. Three days later, something wonderful happened. An angel moved the stone, there was an earthquake, and Jesus left that tomb. Jesus did not stay dead. He rose again because He is God. Some of Jesus’ friends came to the tomb and saw the angel. The angel said, “Jesus is not here! He is alive! Go, tell His disciples!”
Show the The Old Rugged Cross Bible art (trp) (dr). Jesus is alive! I know that Jesus died on the cross for my sins.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I know that Jesus died on the cross for my sins.
Show a large heart. Each of us sins. When we sin, we feel dirty. Our hearts are filled with dirty, black sin. Allow students to scribble across the heart with black crayons. We cannot get rid of our own sin. We need Jesus. Jesus is bigger and stronger than sin because He is God. He died on the cross for our sins. 

When we repent and are baptized in Jesus’ name, Jesus forgives and washes away our sins. When we receive the Holy Ghost, He gives us a new life. Replace the black heart with a clean, white heart. The cross is where Jesus died for our sins. Have each student say, “I know that Jesus died on the cross for my sins.”
Prayer and Call to Action

Give each student two craft sticks and show them how to make the shape of a cross. Lead them in prayer while looking at the cross. “Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. Please forgive me and take away my sins.”
Home Connection

· For new students, send home a copy of the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 7 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back page of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.
· When parents arrive, tell them about the seeds and encourage them to plant the seeds with their children.

· If parents allow you to communicate via text, send the link of the caterpillar turned butterfly and encourage them to review it with their children. See page 42 for information about the video.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
Hand out paper and crayons. Have students draw a picture of the cross. Sing songs that highlight what Jesus did for us when He died on the cross. Suggested songs include: 

· “My Redeemer Lives” by Hillsong Kids

· “Lord I Lift Your Name on High” by Cedarmont Kids
Memory Work: Luke 4:18
Unit 2 Memory Verse

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor” (Luke 4:18).
Gather students at the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and review Luke 4:18 slowly while students echo the words. 
Instruct students on how to stand in the shape of a cross. Practice scattering and then forming the shape of a cross several times.

Ask for a volunteer to read the verse out loud. Remaining students hurry to form the cross before the volunteer finishes the verse. Allow each student the opportunity to read the verse out loud while others do the actions.

Each week the verse is practiced, students color one step on the memory chart (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

Jesus is alive! On the back of the activity paper, students draw Jesus standing next to His open tomb.
Option 1: The Old Rugged Cross Craft
 Supplies for Each Student

· One sheet of cardstock

· Half of a heavy-duty paper plate

· Two craft sticks

· Glue

· Construction paper circle

· Brad

Directions for Students

1. Glue two craft sticks to make a cross. Set aside to dry. 

2. On a sheet of cardstock, color the top like sky and the bottom like ground. 

3. On the half paper plate, attach the construction-paper stone with a brad. Move the stone to open and close over the opening. 

4. Glue the back edge of the tomb in place on the cardstock.

5. Glue the cross on top of the tomb and say, “I know that Jesus died on the cross for my sins.”
Option 2: The Cross Puzzle
Keep the craft sample for review in lesson 14.
Give each student a set of Cross puzzle pieces (dr) and a Cross puzzle background (dr). Help students place and glue pieces on the background.
Option 3: JBQ Cake Walk
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
Play some music. When the music stops, call out a number. The person on that number must answer a question. If they get it correct, they choose a treat or prize and then they are out of the game. If they get it incorrect, play continues and the student remains in the game.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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