Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020

Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 2: Jesus’ Ministry and Teaching
Lesson 5
Follow Me
Jesus Calls His Disciples
Week of March 29, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will examine Jesus’ ministry as He called followers, emphasized the Word, and revealed His deity.
Unit Memory Verse
Luke 4:18
Scripture Text

Matthew 4:18–22
Mark 2:13–14

Luke 6:12–16

John 1:35–51
Bible Lesson Verse

Matthew 4:19
Bible Point 

Jesus calls all His disciples to follow Him.
Life Application

I will follow Jesus.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket
Opening Activity: Blank cards, envelopes, markers
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: 13 Styrofoam cups, markers or crayons, Bible, Jesus Calls His Disciples Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity paper (page 1), pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies needed
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, copy the lesson 5 hc devotion (dr). Send postcards to each student.
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus,” “I Give You My Heart” by Hillsong Kids
Memory Work: Unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons, blanket, hand lotion
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), colored pencils
Option 1: Prior to class, use masking tape to mark off a 4x4 grid, each square large enough for a child to stand in it. Number the grid 1–16. On sixteen slips of paper, write 1–16, fold them, and place them in a bag. (If your class has more than sixteen students, enlarge the grid to 5x5 and number twenty-five slips of paper.)

Game Movements list (dr)
Option 2: Cardstock (1 sheet per student), crayons
Option 3: Create a gameboard like the game Jeopardy. You can choose from the following categories: people, places, body parts, locations, quotations, unique words, animals, two-time words, and numbers. Create five questions for each category. For each category, there will be a 100-, 200-, 300-, 400-, and 500-point question.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew 4:17–23; Mark 2:13–14; Luke 6:13–18; and John 1:35–51. Prayerfully consider what these passages say: 
About God

Jesus calls His disciples to follow Him and to place the calling on their lives above their own wants and desires. Being a disciple is not a casual undertaking that one can move in and out of as life progresses. Following Jesus is a lifelong commitment with an eternity-long reward.
To You as a Teacher

When life is good, I will follow Jesus. When life is fine, I will follow Jesus. When life could be better, I will follow Jesus. When life is tough, I will follow Jesus. Circumstances may change. He does not. Follow Him.
To Your Students

What does “following Jesus” mean to a child? How can children follow someone they cannot see? The abstract idea of following Jesus must be presented in tangible ways. The men who accepted the call to be His disciples were forever changed—new actions, thoughts, and goals filled their lives. This is how we present such a concept to children. They must realize that following Jesus means changing our lives—living and acting like Him.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

Plan a new community service project for your students. The suggested project is called “Making Smiles” and highlights these tasks: cards, prayer certificates, notes, small crafts, and fun snacks sent to seniors, those with illness, or shut-ins.
Springtime offers a fresh, exciting feeling. It makes us feel alive and ready to take on new projects. Introduce the “Making Smiles” project and allow students to suggest those who might be the recipients.

Collect offering. Let students add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr) on their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 
Play a game of follow-the-leader. The last leader takes the students to the unit 2 MV poster (trp). Introduce Luke 4:18 and explain that it is about Jesus and the reason He came.
Opening Activity: Encouragement Project
Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus calls all His disciples to follow Him.” 
Following Jesus means we do what He teaches us. One of the things He teaches us to do is to love and care for others.

· Can you tell of a time when someone showed care for you?

Help students make encouragement cards and select the recipient.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever followed someone to a new place—perhaps a new store or a friend’s house? Why is it easier to follow instead of just figuring the way out by yourself?
Bible Lesson: Jesus Calls His Disciples (Matthew 4:17–23; Mark 2:13–14; Luke 6:13–16; John 1:35–51)
Bible Lesson Verse: “And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19).
Show the Jesus Calls His Disciples Bible art (trp) (dr). Jesus was working alone when He first started to preach, but He quickly choose men to help Him. Draw a face on a cup and place it in the center of a table. This cup will represent Jesus. Let’s see how many disciples followed Jesus.

One day Jesus was walking along the Sea of Galilee. He saw two fishermen in a boat. They were brothers named Simon and Andrew. Jesus called to them, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men.” They got out of the boat and followed Jesus. Jesus told Simon, “From now on, your name is Peter,” so Simon’s name became Peter. Ask two students to each draw a face on a cup, one for Simon Peter and one for Andrew. Place these cups behind the Jesus cup.

As He walked, Jesus saw two more brothers, James and John. They were in a boat with their father. They were fishermen too. When Jesus called to them, they left their boat and followed Jesus. Ask two more students to each draw a face on a cup and place these in the line. (Continue doing this as each disciple is mentioned.)

Andrew went and found his friend Philip. Add another cup. Andrew told Philip, “We have found the one we read about in the Scriptures—the one John the Baptist told us would come. He is here.”
Philip found Nathanael (also known as Bartholomew). Nathanael was sitting under a tree when Philip told him they had found the Savior. At first Nathanael did not believe Philip, but when Jesus met Nathanael, Jesus said, “I saw you sitting under the tree before you met Me.” Nathanael believed and followed Jesus. Add another cup.

Jesus called a man named Levi (also known as Matthew). He was not a fisherman; he was a tax collector. The Jewish people did not like tax collectors. Some tax collectors cheated people and took extra money. Jesus did not care that Levi was a tax collector. Jesus knew His disciples would change to become better people. Add another cup.

Jesus called other men. Add a cup for each name. Their names were Thomas, two brothers named James and Judas Alphaeus, another man named Simon the Zealot, and lastly, Judas Iscariot.
· How many disciples did Jesus call? Have students count the twelve cups.
These men came from many different places and lived different lives. When the twelve disciples started following Jesus, their lives changed. They left their old jobs to travel with Jesus. They listened to His preaching. They saw Jesus heal people. The disciples learned many things as they followed Jesus. Later, they became missionaries and preachers.

· How do you think the disciples felt when Jesus called them?
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will follow Jesus.
Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students circle things they like. Discuss the similarities and differences between students’ choices.

Jesus knows we are all different because He made us that way. When He calls us, He does not expect us to be like everyone else. He changes us so we can follow Him. Peter, Andrew, James, and John stopped being fishermen to follow Jesus. Levi stopped being a tax collector. When we follow Jesus, we change the things that keep us from following Him.
Prayer and Call to Action

Gather in a circle and ask each student to answer this question:

· What is one thing that we might change when we start following Jesus? Our words, our attitudes, our actions, and so on
When we follow Jesus, we learn to repent. We learn we need to be baptized to wash away our sins. We receive the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost helps us change so we can follow Jesus. Lead students in an echo prayer, “Jesus, I will follow You. I will change what You ask me to change. Thank You for calling me to be Your follower.”
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 5 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back page of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.
· This week send a postcard or connect with each student via phone.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
When Jesus calls us, we must choose to follow Him. Let’s practice listening when our names are called. Call each student’s name and have students line up behind you. 

Sing “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” as students follow you around the room. 

Gather in a circle and sing “I Give You My Heart” by Hillsong Kids.
Memory Work: Luke 4:18
Unit 2 Memory Verse

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor” (Luke 4:18).

If using hand lotion in this activity, check that each child does not have allergies to its ingredients.
Gather students at the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and read the verse phrase by phrase with students echoing the words.

In the Bible, show the Old Testament and explain that Jesus was reading verses about Himself. Jesus came to preach. He called followers to help Him. As His followers, we learn Bible verses so we can tell others about Jesus.
· What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”?

Show the blanket. Drape it around a volunteer. When we say, “The blanket is on me,” we mean that our body is covered and we can feel it. When Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,” He meant that God’s Spirit covered Him.
· What do you think it means to be “anointed”?

Allow a volunteer to try the hand lotion. When we put lotion on our hands, it is like we are anointing our hands. The lotion is all over our hands. It covers our hands. It makes our hands soft and nice. When Jesus said He was anointed to preach, He meant that God’s Word was all over His mind. It covered His thoughts and softened His heart so He could follow its instructions.
Allow students the opportunity to be covered with the blanket and use the lotion. As they use each item, recite the verse.

Each week the verse is practiced, students color one step on the memory chart (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper, help students count and name the disciples before coloring each one.
Option 1: Following Instructions Game
Prior to class, use masking tape to mark off a 4x4 grid, each square large enough for a child to stand in it. Number the grid 1–16. (If your class has more than sixteen students, enlarge the grid to 5x5.) On sixteen slips of paper, write 1–16, fold them, and place them in a bag.
In this game there are two ways to follow someone: (1) follow in the person’s footsteps, or (2) follow the person’s instructions. Explain how you had to follow instructions to make the grid.

· Can you tell us about a time you followed someone’s instructions to do something (like set the table or build a model)?

Our game helps us learn to follow instructions. When we follow Jesus, we listen to His instructions.

· Where are His instructions found? In the Bible
Ask each student to select a square and stand in it. Call out one action from the Game Movements list (trp). After all students have followed the instruction, pull a number from the bag. The student standing on that numbered square will answer the review question. Call out another action and continue until all the questions have been answered.
Review Questions

· Who called Peter and Andrew to follow Him? Jesus
· How many disciples did Jesus have? 12
· Who was collecting taxes when Jesus called him? Levi (Matthew)
· From the memory verse, the Spirit of the Lord has anointed me to preach what? The gospel
· Jesus called His disciples to do what? Follow Him
· Name one fisherman who followed Jesus. Peter, Andrew, James, or John
· What were James and John doing when Jesus called them? Fishing 
· Who is calling you to follow Him? Jesus
· How do we follow Jesus? Obey Him
· Where was Nathanael sitting when Jesus called him? Under a tree
· Who told Nathanael about Jesus? Philip
· Who had twelve disciples? Jesus
· Jesus told His disciples that He would make them fishers of what? Men
· Whom should we follow? Jesus
· What was Levi (Matthew) doing when Jesus called him? Collecting taxes
· Finish this sentence. “Follow Me, and I will make you _______ __ ______.” Fishers of men
Option 2: I Will Follow Jesus Poster
Help students trace their footprints on cardstock and write on their papers: I will follow Jesus.
Option 3: JBQ Gameshow
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
Make two teams. Show the gameboard to students and let a student select a category and number. Read the question. The student who hits the buzzer first gets to answer. If the student gets the question right, they get the points. If they get the question wrong, they lose the points.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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