Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020

Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 2: Jesus’ Ministry and Teaching
Lesson 6
The Lord’s Prayer
Jesus Teaches Us to Pray
Week of April 5, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will examine Jesus’ ministry as He called followers, emphasized the Word, and revealed His deity.
Unit Memory Verse
Luke 4:18
Scripture Text

Matthew 6:1–15
Bible Lesson Verse

Matthew 6:8
Bible Point 

Jesus taught His disciples how to pray.
Life Application

I will pray like Jesus taught.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: If working on a community service project, prepare tasks that students can do when they arrive
Attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket
Opening Activity: For each student, copy a Prayer certificates (trp) . Prepare envelopes (1 per gift certificate).
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: For each student, copy a set of Lord’s Prayer cards (trp) (dr), Activity papers (page 1), pencils, Bible, The Lord’s Prayer Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Make a primitive telephone by punching holes in the bottom of two Dixie cups and tying the two together with string. Practice “talking” through these.

Walkie talkies, cellphone
Prayer and Call to Action: The Lord’s Prayer Pictures (trp) (dr) from Bible Lesson
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, copy the lesson 6 hc devotion (dr).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Ask, Seek, Knock” by Hillsong Kids, “He Knows My Name” by Israel Houghton
Memory Work: Unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons, blocks, bean bags
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons
Option 1: 2 sets of The Lord’s Prayer memory cards (trp) (dr)
Option 2: The Lord’s Prayer cards (trp) (dr)
Option 3: Create a spinning wheel with dividers. Label each piece/space with a different type of question (direct, two-part, three-part, four-part, quotation, quotation completion, location, and cross-reference).
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew 6:1–13. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

Prayer should not be a spectacle or show. Jesus emphasized this to His disciples as He taught them to pray. He wanted them to understand that prayer is deeply personal and intimate. It is through those secret interactions that He chooses to reward openly.
To You as a Teacher

In order to pray like Jesus taught, we must be intentional. We make a special connection with God when we find our personal prayer closet. Find that special place where you can get alone with God and watch the blessings that begin to flow into your life.
To Your Students

Children are fascinated by prayer. When properly presented, they eagerly participate. They need to know that prayer is talking to their best friend, Jesus. They must realize that if they listen, He will talk back. Be creative and use cool techniques to make prayer exciting and engaging to your students.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

The Smiley Face Kids want to make people smile. We want others to know that Jesus loves them. We want to serve others through our actions. Collect offering. Let students add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr) on their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 
Lead students to the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and review Luke 4:18. Jesus came to save us from our sins and calls us to be like Him. This verse talks about how God’s Spirit is upon us. Since He calls you, He wants to know you as a friend. He wants to talk with you and wants you to talk with Him. Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus taught His disciples how to pray.” 
Because Jesus wants to talk with us, He taught us to pray.
Opening Activity: Prayer certificates
· Why should we pray for others?
We use many ways to talk with our friends. Jesus is our best friend, and He taught us the best way to talk with Him—prayer. Praying is talking to Jesus. It is cool to talk to Jesus—and even cooler to listen when He talks. Instruct students to say: “I will pray like Jesus taught.” He taught us to pray for others.
Give each student a Prayer certificate (trp) (dr). Students select a person to receive the certificate. Help them sign it and place it in an envelope. Remind them to deliver it as soon as possible and pray for the person every day this week.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: What is your favorite thing to talk about with a friend?
Bible Lesson: Jesus Teaches Us to Pray (Matthew 6:1–13)
Bible Lesson Verse: “Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him” (Matthew 6:8).
Show the Book of Matthew in your Bible. Explain that in chapter 6, Matthew wrote down the lesson Jesus taught about prayer. Show The Lord’s Prayer Bible art (trp) (dr).

Jesus’ disciples often watched Jesus pray. At times He went to a quiet place where He could pray alone. They heard Him pray out loud many times. One day they asked Jesus, “Will you teach us how to pray?”

Jesus told them to find a quiet spot away from others. Then He said, “When you pray, do not be like those people who want to get attention. They think God will hear them because of the beautiful words they pray. When you pray, say what you are thinking. ‘Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him’” (Matthew 6:8).

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students draw a line to match the prayer phrases as each of The Lord’s Prayer cards (trp) (dr) is shown. Here is what Jesus taught about prayer:
· Our Father which art in heaven. Jesus taught us to respect God. We can pray, “You are my Father. You are everywhere and I honor You.”

· Hallowed (holy) be thy name. He taught us to honor His name. We can pray, “Jesus, Your name is special. I will praise You. I will not use Your name the wrong way.”

· Thy (Your) kingdom come. Thy (Your) will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Jesus taught that God is in control. We can pray, “I want You to be in control. I will do what You want me to do—not what I want to do.”

· Give us this day our daily bread. He taught us that God will give us what we need. We can pray, “Jesus, please supply all I need today.”

· And forgive us our debts (sins), as we forgive our debtors (others). Jesus taught us to pray for forgiveness. We can pray, “Please forgive me for anything I have done wrong. Help me forgive those who are mean and hurt me.”

· And lead us not into temptation, but deliver (keep us) from evil. He taught us to pray so we would not be tempted. We can pray, “Do not let me be fooled into doing wrong. If I get into trouble, please help me.”

· For thine (Yours) is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen. Jesus taught us to worship. We can pray, “Jesus, everything is Yours. You have all the power in this world. I want to praise You and give You glory forever. Amen.”
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will pray like Jesus taught.
Ask volunteers to demonstrate how the simple cup-phone works. Ask others to demonstrate the walkie talkies. Show the cell phone and discuss how it allows us to communicate. All of these help us communicate (talk to someone).
· Which one works the best?

Jesus taught His disciples to pray because prayer is the best way to communicate with God. When we pray, we are talking to God. Have students say, “I will pray like Jesus taught.”
Prayer and Call to Action

Use the Lord’s Prayer cards (trp) (dr) from the Bible lesson to lead students in prayer.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 6 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back page of the activity paper.
· As parents arrive to pick up their children, show them the activity paper and suggest that they pray the Lord’s prayer with their children throughout the week.

· This week spend extra time praying for each student by name and need.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
Using motions for ask, seek, and knock, sing along with the lyric video for “Ask, Seek, Knock” by Hillsong Kids. 

Then gather together for a quiet praise moment while singing, “He Knows My Name” by Israel & New Breed.
Memory Work: Luke 4:18
Unit 2 Memory Verse

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor” (Luke 4:18).
Gather students at the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and review Luke 4:18 slowly while students echo the words. Our verse talks about the Spirit of the Lord. When we receive the Holy Ghost, we have the Spirit of the Lord in our lives. Jesus taught us to pray so we can receive the Holy Ghost. 
Stack the blocks near a wall and mark a throwing line a few feet from them. Students take turns standing behind the line and tossing the bean bag to knock over blocks. For every block that is knocked down, a verse word is written on the board. Students recite all the words that are written each time a new word is added. Continue play until the verse is complete.

Each week the verse is practiced, students color one step on the memory chart (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper, students draw disciples listening to Jesus.
Option 1: Lord’s Prayer Card Relay
 It is good to remember what Jesus taught about prayer. 

Show The Lord’s Prayer cards (trp) (dr). Teams take turns drawing a card and placing it on their side of the table, putting them in order and matching the cards as the game progresses. If the team already has a card, they throw it back into the basket. The first team with all cards in order wins the relay.
Option 2: Talking to Jesus Activity
Place The Lord’s Prayer cards (trp) (dr) face down on the table. Students take turns selecting one, reading what it says, and recalling what it means.
Option 3: JBQ Winning Wheel
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
Students will spin the wheel. The space that they land on determines the type of question asked. If they answer the question correctly, they get a small prize.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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