Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020

Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 2: Jesus’ Ministry and Teaching
Lesson 9
Good Soil
Parable of the Sower and the Seed
Week of April 26, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will examine Jesus’ ministry as He called followers, emphasized the Word, and revealed His deity.
Unit Memory Verse
Luke 4:18
Scripture Text

Matthew 13:1–23

Mark 4:1–23

Luke 8:1–15
Bible Lesson Verse

Mark 4:8
Bible Point 

Jesus taught us how to receive God’s Word.
Life Application

I will receive God’s Word.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Purchase small crafts students can make and then give as gifts (1 per student). Purchase a small gift bag for each craft.
Attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket
Opening Activity: Gather items that can be closed and opened (1 per student plus extra). Half should be easy for children to open (e.g., folded bag, container with pop-off lid, sealed envelope, zipper bag); half should be difficult (e.g., tightly sealed jar, shrink-wrapped box, item needing a key). Divide these items into two groups, evenly distributing the easy and difficult ones in each group. Each student will need a penny.
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Fill 4 containers as follows: (1) Pack a small amount of soil in the bottom and allow it to harden; (2) Fill half full of rocks and mix in a handful of soil; (3) Plant thorns or weeds in the soil; (4) Fill with loose, slightly damp potting soil

Cup of grass seed, Bible, Parable of the Sower Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), crayons, glue, grass seed
Prayer and Call to Action: Large Bible
Home Connection: For each student, print the next unit’s (unit 3) hc calendar (trp) (dr) and a lesson 9 hc devotion (dr).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “The B-I-B-L-E” by Cedarmont Kids, “The Bible Alphabet Song” by Psalty on Kids Praise! 5
Bibles (1 per student), a child’s set of alphabet letters (foam, card, or plastic)
Memory Work: For each student, copy and cut apart a unit 2 MV puzzle (trp) (dr) and place in a zippered bag.
Unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Large Bible, popcorn kernels (3 per student), individually wrapped candy (up to 3 pieces per student)
Option 2: Fruit that has seeds (e.g., watermelon, apples, oranges, grapes), knife to cut fruit, plastic utensils, plates, napkins
Option 3: Attach a verse reference to each bowling pin. Set up the bowling pins in formation.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew 13:1–23; Mark 4:1–23; and Luke 8:1–15. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

God’s Word is challenging. It causes us to reflect on our shortcomings and perform constant self-evaluation. That is why Jesus took the time to explain our need to have a heart that is open and receptive. When we do, we become the good ground that brings forth fruit.
To You as a Teacher

There is a difference between hearing and receiving God’s Word. Are we responding with an attitude of humility and a desire to please God when He uses a specific verse of Scripture to communicate something to us? God is always speaking to us through His Word. Our job is to be sensitive enough to receive the messages.
To Your Students

Children hear instructions constantly. Part of the learning process is to receive and apply the instructions. This is also how God’s Word is learned. The repetition of memory verses and Bible concepts stirs their hearts. Although seed may land on hard soil or thick thorns, there is good soil in every student. Cultivate it by offering sincere praise and showing love in your actions. Aid the seeds’ growth by watering the soil with more of God’s Word and much prayer. Soon you will see a lovely crop growing in each student’s life.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

This lesson is about the parable of the sower. Although the three unhealthy soils are mentioned, focus on the good soil throughout the lesson.
As students arrive, discuss the results of their volunteer efforts. Compliment them for serving others. The Smiley Face Kids want to see people smile. We want to help people feel Jesus’ love. This week we will make small gifts to give to people. Help students with the craft. Place each one in a bag and write the recipient’s name on it. Encourage students to deliver the gifts as soon as possible.

Collect offering. Let students add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr) on their attendance charts (ap) (dr). Lead students to the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and review Luke 4:18. Jesus taught many things while He walked on earth. Our Bible verse tells us why He taught. He wanted everyone to hear and receive the gospel.
Opening Activity: Open It Relay
Prior to class, gather items that can be closed and opened (one per student plus extra). Half should be easy for children to open (e.g., folded bag, container with pop-off lid, sealed envelope, zipper bag); half should be difficult (e.g., tightly sealed jar, shrink-wrapped box, item needing a key). Divide these items into two groups, evenly distributing easy and difficult ones in each group.

If a student is unable to open the item after several attempts, let other students help.
Form two teams. Give each student a penny. Have a relay race where each student must select an item, open it, place the penny inside, and close it. Keep time on each team, allowing every student to participate. The team who completes the relay in the least amount of time wins.

· How easy or hard was it to get your penny inside?

Show an easy and hard item. We tried to put pennies in both, but the one that opened easily allowed us to get the penny in quicker. Show the item that was easy. This item received—or allowed—the penny to be inside.
Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus taught us how to receive God’s Word.” 

Jesus taught a story that showed us how to allow God’s Word inside our hearts.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever grown a garden? How do seeds grow?
Bible Lesson: Parable of the Sower and the Seed (Matthew 13:1–23; Mark 4:1–23; Luke 8:1–15)
Bible Lesson Verse: “And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred” (Mark 4:8).

Bring out the soil containers as described on page 51. Allow students to feel each type of soil as they plant grass seeds.
Show the Parable of the Sower Bible art (trp) (dr). Jesus told a story about a farmer. The farmer was planting seeds. 

Show the first container. First, he planted seeds in soil that was hard and dry. Students feel the hard soil and scatter seed on it. The ground was too hard, so the seed could not grow. The birds came and ate the seeds. Let students use their thumbs and index fingers to represent birds flying in and eating the seed.

Show the second container. The farmer planted more seeds, but there were rocks in the soil. Let students scatter seed and feel the rocky soil. There was enough soil for the seed to start growing. It sprang up quickly, but then the roots hit the rocks. When the hot sun came out, the plants dried up because the soil was shallow and the plant had no roots.

Show the third container. The farmer planted more seeds, but these landed in soil that had thorns and weeds. The seed started to grow, but the weeds stole all the water and blocked the sunshine while the thorns choked out the good plant. There was no room for the good seed to grow. Ask students to scatter seed among the thorns.
These three soils were not good for the farmer’s seed.

· What kind of soil does the farmer need to grow a good plant? Good soil
Show the fourth container. Finally, the farmer found good soil. It was soft and damp and had no rocks or thorns. The farmer planted seeds there, and the seeds grew and grew and grew. Let students feel the potting soil and scatter seed in it.
Jesus told us, “And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred” (Mark 4:8). That soil gave a lot of plants.

· Why do you think Jesus told this story? What do you think He meant?

Point to each container as it is described. 

· This soil was hard, like people who do not listen to God’s Word. When they hear the Word of God, Satan steals it, just like the birds took the seed.

· This soil is rocky and there is little dirt. The seed found a place to grow, but there was no soil to grow roots. This is like people who hear God’s Word, but they do not let it go deep inside and change them. They start to grow, but they quickly stop.

· This soil has thorns and weeds. It is like people who let God’s Word into their hearts, but they do not want to change. Other things in their hearts take over, and the seed cannot grow.

· This soil is good. What do you think that means about our hearts?

The good soil is like people who hear the Word of God and receive it. They love to learn God’s Word. They love to read the Bible. Nothing stops them from letting God’s Word inside their hearts. We want our hearts to be like the good soil—eagerly receiving God’s Word. Have students say, “I will receive God’s Word.”
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will receive God’s Word.
Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students color the pictures and glue grass seed on the good soil. Students trace the words on the bottom of the page. We do not want our hearts to be like the hard soil, the rocky soil, or the thorny soil. We want our hearts to be like the good soil. We want to allow God’s Word inside and let it grow.
· What are some ways we can let God’s Word into our hearts? Learn it, say verses, obey it, read or listen to Bible lessons, and so on
· What are some things we do to learn and allow the Word to grow? Tell the truth, love others, live right, and so on
Prayer and Call to Action

Gather students into a circle. Hold a large Bible in the middle. Ask students to reach out and touch the Bible while praying, “Lord Jesus, I want to receive Your Word in my heart. I want my heart to be good soil where Your Word can grow.”
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the next unit’s (unit 3) hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 9 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back page of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.
· If parents give permission, call each student this week and practice the unit 2 memory verse over the phone.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
Give every student a Bible as you sing “The B-I-B-L-E” by Cedarmont Kids. Students raise the Bible each time they say the phrase, “That’s the book for me.”
There are many things in God’s Word that we can put inside our hearts. Let’s use the alphabet and a song to think of what God’s Word says. Give each student several alphabet letters. Listen to “The Bible Alphabet Song” by Psalty (on the album Kids Praise! 5). Help younger students raise the letters in alphabetical order.
Memory Work: Luke 4:18
Unit 2 Memory Verse

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor” (Luke 4:18).
Gather students at the unit 2 MV poster (trp). Allow each student to recite Luke 4:18 individually. Then give each student a unit 2 MV puzzle (trp) (dr). Help students as needed.

Each week the verse is practiced, students color one step on the memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper, ask students to find the hidden items in the picture.
Option 1: Sowing Seed Game
Place an open Bible in the middle of a table. Have students stand one foot from the table. Give each student three popcorn kernels. Students take turns tossing a kernel. 

· If it lands on the Bible, the student names one way we can receive God’s Word in our hearts and earns a piece of candy. 

· If it does not land on the Bible, the student says, “I will receive God’s Word,” and the turn is finished.
Option 2: Finding the Seed
Ask students to wash their hands and sit at a table. Cut the fruit in pieces for students and allow each student to select a piece. Using plastic utensils, students separate the seeds from the fruit while they enjoy the snack.

· What do these seeds need to grow? Good soil
· How does the good soil in our hearts allow God’s Word to grow?
Option 3: JBQ Bowling
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
Students will take turns rolling a ball down to knock out the bowling pins. Whichever pins they knock down, they must quote the references on the pins. For each verse they quote correctly, they get a point.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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