Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020

Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 1: Jesus’ Early Years
Lesson 2
Obedience to the Father
Jesus in the Temple
Week of March 8, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will assess the examples Jesus gave us before He started His ministry.
Unit Memory Verse
John 1:1
Scripture Text

Luke 2:40–52
Bible Lesson Verse

Luke 2:51
Bible Point 

Jesus obeyed His parents and God.
Life Application

I will obey my leaders and God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket, food pantry collection box and tracking sheet
Opening Activity: Small prizes
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Prepare a snack of fruit and crackers. Place snacks in individual lunch bags (1 per student). Place the Young Jesus face (trp) in your Bible at Luke 2. 

Young Jesus in the Temple Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Cut out the arrow on the Leader spinner (trp) and attach it to the center of the spinner using a brad.

Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies needed
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, copy the lesson 2 hc devotion (dr).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “O Be Careful Little Eyes” by Cedarmont Kids, “Trust and Obey” by Hillsong Kids
Memory Work: Cut apart the Directional cards (trp)
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons 
Option 1: Print a set of Match-a-Picture cards (dr) for each team you plan on using. Use the cutting lines to separate each picture into two halves. Place each team’s pictures in an envelope.
Option 2: Prepare tasks for a simple service project as described on page 19.
Option 3: Write the verse references from the JBQ Verses (dr) on a whiteboard. Option: Write them on a shower curtain or on cardstock that can be used over and over.

JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr), 2 fly swatters
Looking Ahead

Next week’s lesson includes an object lesson that requires dirty pennies.
Teacher Devotional
Read Luke 2:40–52. Prayerfully consider what this passage says: 
About God

Jesus illustrated how we should respond to both earthly and heavenly authority in our lives. He displayed a spirit of obedience through His actions as a twelve-year-old that is rarely seen in many adults. God desires us to follow His example.
To You as a Teacher

If we desire the blessings of God in our lives, we must walk in obedience. When we feel directed either by God or by a leader, we must respond with a right spirit and a desire to please Him. That obedience opens the windows of Heaven.
To Your Students

Jesus was subject to His parents, even as He demonstrated His divine knowledge. His obedience pleased His leaders. Role models are vital for children to learn knowledge. Jesus was the perfect role model whose obedience should be followed. Help students realize that their obedience to God’s Word and to leadership shows they are following Jesus.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

A great community service project is a food pantry collection. Ask students to bring a nonperishable food item each week. Contact parents and church families to do the same. Set up a tracking sheet with a goal to show students how well the project is doing.
Greet students as they arrive. Collect offering in the smiley-face bucket. If your students bring nonperishable food items for the service project, place them in the collection box. 

Let students add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr) on their attendance charts (ap) (dr). Then lead them to the unit 1 MV poster (trp) and review John 1:1. Have a smile off contest: students must keep smiling while they recite the memory verse. If they quit smiling, they are out. Play several times.

It is important to know God’s Word. It is even more important to obey God’s Word. Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus obeyed His parents and God.”

He showed us how to be obedient.
Opening Activity: Obey the Leader
Play Obey the Leader (similar to Simon Says). The leader gives an instruction that students must obey until the next instruction. Students who fail to obey are out of the game. The last student in the round wins a prize. Play several rounds before discussing the activity.

Obeying the leader allowed you to win a prize. There is always a reward for obeying leaders. Obeying our leaders shows we are willing to obey God.

· Can you name some leaders we should obey? Parents, teachers, pastors, police officers

· What are some rewards we get for obeying these leaders?
When we obey our leaders, it shows God we are willing to obey Him. Introduce the Life Application and ask students to repeat it: “I will obey my leaders and God.”
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Has your family ever gone on a long trip? What did you learn on that trip?
Bible Lesson: Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:40–52)
Bible Lesson Verse: “And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them” (Luke 2:51).

To create a hectic scene, assign a volunteer or two to ask, “Are we there yet?” when they hear a specific word like trip, Jerusalem, or Joseph.
Show the Young Jesus face (trp). When Jesus was twelve years old, His family took a long trip. They left their town of Nazareth and went to Jerusalem for a Passover celebration. Traveling to Jerusalem took several days. The people had no cars or buses. They walked or rode on donkeys. They carried their bags. It was safer to travel in groups, so families traveled together—uncles, aunts, cousins, grandmas, and grandpas. Carrying the Jesus face art, lead students around the room to a different wall.

· Have you ever gone to a big party, festival, or celebration? How did you feel around the huge crowd?

When Jesus and His family arrived in Jerusalem, they visited the Temple. They worshiped. Sing a worship song. As students sing, discreetly place the Jesus face art out of sight. Leave it behind as you travel to the next area. 

After visiting the Temple, they enjoyed food together. Lead students to another area to sit on the floor for snack. They stayed for several days. Most likely they slept outside or in tents—like we would when we go camping. Students pretend to sleep.
When the holiday was over, they packed their bags and started the long trip back to Nazareth. Lead students back across the room. (The Jesus face should still be in the Temple area.) 

When evening came, they stopped to eat. Joseph and Mary looked for Jesus. Look around for the Jesus face. Ask students if they have seen Him. Jesus was not with the cousins, Jesus was not with the aunts and uncles, and Jesus was not with the grandmas and grandpas. No one knew where twelve-year-old Jesus was.

· How do you think Joseph and Mary felt when they realized Jesus was missing?

Joseph and Mary were worried. They hurried back to Jerusalem. Students scurry around the room, looking for Jesus. They looked everywhere for Jesus. Jerusalem was a big city and there were many places to look.

· Where do you think they found Him?

Show Young Jesus in the Temple Bible art (trp) (dr). Find the Jesus face in the Temple area where students worshiped. Joseph and Mary finally found Jesus. He was sitting in the Temple. The teachers were sitting next to Jesus. Jesus was asking such good questions and giving such good answers, the teachers were amazed.

Mary was upset though. She asked Jesus, “Why did you do this? I was worried.” 

Jesus replied, “Why did you have to look for me? Did you not know I would be doing My Father’s business?”

Mary and Joseph did not understand Jesus’ words, but they told Him it was time to go home. Jesus obeyed His parents and “went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them” (Luke 2:51). Even though He was God in the flesh, He listened to and obeyed His leaders.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will obey my leaders and God.
Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students match the pictures in the two columns to show how we can obey leaders.

Allow each student to spin the spinner and finish this sentence: I will obey (leader) by _________.
Prayer and Call to Action

Gather in a circle and have students hold up activity papers while praying, Jesus, please help me to obey my leaders and You.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 2 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it at home.

· After receiving parental permission, text or call each student this week. Encourage students to be obedient like Jesus.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
Tell students to listen carefully for the whistle. If the whistle blows, they must keep singing but freeze their hands. Watch and compliment students who are careful to obey.

Use motions with the song “O Be Careful Little Eyes” by Cedarmont Kids. Then sing “Trust and Obey” by Hillsong Kids. 

Memory Work: John 1:1
Gather students at the unit 1 MV poster (trp) and read the verse, phrase by phrase, while students echo the words. God’s Word tells us to obey our leaders. Jesus obeyed His parents and God. Jesus obeyed God’s Word. God’s Word tells us how to repent, be baptized, and receive the Holy Ghost. God’s Word helps us obey. Let’s practice obeying while we say the verse.

Show the Directional cards (trp). Explain what to do when each card appears:

· Up Arrow: Step forward

· Down Arrow: Step backward

· Left Arrow: Step left

· Right Arrow: Step right

Ask students to recite the verse. As they do, show a card. All students should step according to the card and continue saying the verse. Repeat several times.

After practicing the verse, students color one step on the memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper, students trace the footsteps of Joseph and Mary until they find Jesus.
Option 1: Match-a-Picture Race
Form two (or more) teams. Give each team an envelope containing a set of Match-a-Picture cards (dr). Show teams how to match the two halves of each picture. 

After all pictures are matched, discuss ways students can obey and respect the authority in each picture. Jesus obeyed His parents and God. He was respectful and listened to them. Jesus showed us how to be obedient.
Option 2: Service Project Relay Game
The Smiley Face Kids have a goal: to make others smile. We show Jesus’ love when we serve others. Each project has a leader who gives instructions. It is important for a team to work together, obey instructions, and complete the project.

Form several teams of two or three students. Select a community service project that has simple tasks (e.g., sorting boxed food items for the food drive, assembling care packets for senior communities). Give instructions and demonstrate the tasks. Assign each team an area to complete their project tasks. At your signal, teams work together to follow the instructions and complete the assignment. Compliment all who finish the project; highlight the groups that were careful to obey instructions.
Option 3: JBQ Swat-a-Verse
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
Show the verse references that have been written on the whiteboard (or shower curtain or cardstock). Make two teams. Give a representative from each team a fly swatter. Say a key word or phrase from a verse. With their fly swatter, the students race to swat the verse that it is found in. They only get two tries. 
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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