Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020
Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 1: Jesus’ Early Years
Lesson 1

Born to Save
Jesus’ Birth
Week of March 1, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will assess the examples Jesus gave us before He started His ministry.
Unit Memory Verse
John 1:1
Scripture Text

Matthew 1:18–2:23

Luke 2:1–14
Bible Lesson Verse

Matthew 2:2
Bible Point 

Jesus came to save us from our sins.
Life Application

I need Jesus as my Savior.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Ruler, attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket
Opening Activity: Hide a toy kitten in the room.
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Activity paper (page 1), Bible, markers, The Wise Men Worship Jesus Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Individually wrapped LifeSavers candies (1 or 2 pieces per student), New Birth poster (trp) (dr)
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies needed
Home Connection: For each student, copy the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr), the lesson 1 hc devotion (dr), and a child information form (dr).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Mighty to Save” by Capitol Kids! Worship, “We Bow Down” by Twila Paris
Memory Work: Unit 1 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons 
Option 1: 1 large Styrofoam or plastic cup, small Styrofoam cups (1 per student), markers, drinking straws (1 per student)
Option 2: 9-inch balloons (1 per student and 1 for teacher), markers
Option 3: Select and print one set of JBQ Verses (dr) for students to take home. Research Junior Bible Quizzing at the website, www.najbq.com.
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew 1–2 and Luke 2:1–14. Prayerfully consider what these passages say: 
About God

When God manifested Himself in flesh as Jesus Christ, He subjected Himself to sorrow, suffering, and anguish. Through this extraordinary sacrifice, we are able to experience hope, joy, and most importantly salvation from our sins.
To You as a Teacher

Too often as adults we make things much more complicated and complex than they need to be. The message of the gospel is simple. We need Jesus as our Savior. Without Him, there is no hope for a future, but because of His sacrifice, hope abounds.
To Your Students

For younger Beginners, being “saved” may be seen through the lens of danger, as heroes “save” people from drowning, being struck by a vehicle, or being captured by a villain. As they develop the ability to think abstractly, however, they can see the need for a Savior from their sins. Help your students understand the beautiful story of the Savior who came as a baby with His sights set on the Cross. As you teach them to serve others, guide them toward Jesus’ mission: to seek and to save those who are lost.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

Smiley Kids Project
Use a large cardboard box to collect nonperishable food items. Label it: Food Pantry Drive. Announce the project to students, parents, and church members. Explain the community service to students and encourage them to participate.
Greet students with a smile as they enter the room. Have a smile contest. Use a ruler to measure each child’s smile and see who gives the biggest smiles. 

Volunteers are important in our community. They do projects that create neighborly kindness. This quarter you are part of a special group of volunteers: The Smiley Face Kids. Our mission is to give smiles and put smiles on other people’s faces.

Write students’ names on attendance charts (ap) (dr) before attaching them to the wall, letting each student add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr). As we place a smiley-face sticker on our charts, let’s smile at each other. Smiles remind us that Jesus loves you and me. 

Show the smiley-face offering container and encourage students to give their offering with a smile. Lead students to the unit 1 MV poster (trp) and slowly read John 1:1. The Word of God teaches me that Jesus loves me.
Jesus loves us so much, He came to earth as a baby. He came to do something special. Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus came to save us from our sins.”
· Do you think I ever do anything that makes God sad? As the teacher, students may think you walk on water.
Unfortunately, sometimes I mess up. I do not mean to, but sometimes I realize I have done something that makes God sad, which is called sinning. Jesus came to help me stop sinning. Instruct students to point to themselves and say the Life Application: “I need Jesus as my Savior.”
Opening Activity: Lost and Found
· If you lost your kitten, what would you do? 

· How could you find the kitten? Search for it
· What would help you find it? Listen for its meows
There is a toy kitten hidden in our room. You may search for it, but when you find it, do not point at it or touch it; just go and sit in your chair.

After students find the kitten, discuss the process it took to find it. We care about saving a lost kitten. A lost kitten could get hurt or be hungry. It would need help. When we found the kitten, we could say that it was “saved.”

Jesus came to find you and me. Like the kitten, we are lost in our sins. We need help, and Jesus cares enough to save us.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever seen a new baby? How did you feel when you saw, held, or heard the baby?
Bible Lesson: Jesus’ Birth (Matthew 1:18–2:23; Luke 2:1–14)
Bible Lesson Verse: “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him” (Matthew 2:2).
Gather students at a table and distribute activity papers. On the front page, students trace each figure as it is introduced. 

God had a plan to come to earth Himself, as a baby. Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem to pay taxes. Mary was going to have a baby and needed a place to stay. In the first picture, ask students to trace Joseph and Mary.

When Joseph and Mary arrived in Bethlehem, the inn (hotel) was sold out. Desperate for a place to sleep, Mary and Joseph chose to stay with the animals. 

That night, baby Jesus was born. Mary wrapped Him in swaddling cloth and laid Him in a manger (the animals’ feeding trough). What a strange way for God to come to earth! In the second picture, ask students to trace baby Jesus in the manger.

Show the Book of Luke in your Bible. Luke 2 tells us that shepherds were watching their sheep in the fields just outside of Bethlehem. In the third picture, ask students to trace the sheep.

An angel appeared to the shepherds and told them that Jesus was born. More angels appeared and gave praise to God. The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to find and worship baby Jesus. In the same picture, ask students to trace the angel.

The shepherds were not the only ones to recognize the birth of Jesus. As they studied the night skies, wise men from a far country saw a special star and knew that a special King had been born. They traveled many miles and days, following the star. In the fourth picture, ask students to trace the star and the middle wise man. They arrived in Jerusalem and asked, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him” (Matthew 2:2). 

From there the wise men continued to follow the star until it rested over Bethlehem. When they found baby Jesus, they worshiped Him and gave gifts to Him. The wise men knew Jesus came to save people from their sins.

· Why do you think the angels, the shepherds, and the wise men worshiped Jesus?

Through Mary, God came to earth as a baby who would grow to save us from our sins. Instruct students to point to Joseph and Mary. Joseph and Mary knew their baby, Jesus, came to save us from sins. Students point to the angel. The angel announced that we should worship Jesus because He came to save people from sin. Students point to shepherds. The shepherds worshiped Jesus because they knew He came to save us from sin. Students point to wise men. The wise men traveled many miles to worship Jesus, knowing He had been born for a reason. Show the Wise Men Worship Jesus Bible art (trp).

· Why did Jesus come to earth? To save people from sin
Apply and Act

Life Application: I need Jesus as my Savior.
Show the LifeSavers candies. These are called LifeSavers. If my breath smells, I can eat a LifeSavers candy, and it saves you from smelling my stinky breath. If I get a cough in my throat, I can suck on a LifeSavers candy to save me from coughing too hard. 

· LifeSavers are fun and enjoyable, but do the candies really save us?

Jesus is the real Lifesaver. He saves us from sin. Lead students to the New Birth poster (trp). Point to each picture while explaining. When we repent of our sins and are baptized in Jesus’ name, He forgives us and washes our sins away. When we are filled with the Holy Ghost and speak in tongues, He makes our lives new and exciting.

Ask each student to say, “I need Jesus as my Savior” while you distribute the candy. Instruct students not to eat the candy until after prayer.
Prayer and Call to Action

Lead students in prayer as they hold the LifeSavers. Jesus, I need You as my Savior. Please forgive me of my sins. You are my Lifesaver. I know I must be baptized in Your name and be filled with the Holy Ghost to live with You forever. Thank You, Jesus, for coming to save me.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 1 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it at home.

· Use the child information form (dr) to get contact information for the parents. This will be used to establish a home connection throughout the quarter.

· Contact parents and explain the community service project (the food pantry drive).
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
The angels, shepherds, and wise men all worshiped baby Jesus because they knew He was the King who had come to save us. Bowing shows reverence and worship. 

Let students take turns bowing as they sing to the lyric videos for the following songs: 

· “Mighty to Save” by Capitol Kids! Worship

· “We Bow Down” by Twila Paris 

Memory Work: John 1:1
Unit 1 Memory Verse

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).

Gather students at the unit 1 MV poster (trp). Read John 1:1 phrase by phrase with students echoing the words. God’s Word is important. His Word will never change. It was in the beginning and it is still here today. His Word helps us learn about our Savior, Jesus.

Have students stand in a circle. Pass around the Bible. As the Bible is passed, each student recites one word of the verse. Continue until the verse is recited several times.

Each week the verse is practiced, students color one step on the memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

The wise men found baby Jesus and worshiped Him. In the picture on the back of the activity paper, students find and circle the ten hidden items.
Option 1: Cup and Straw Activity
Distribute Styrofoam cups, markers, and straws. Students draw a face on their cups and place them on the edge of the table. These cups are like you and me. Draw a face on the larger cup and place it in the middle of the table. This cup is like Jesus. He wants us to come to Him. He wants to save us from our sins. Recall the New Birth poster (trp).
On “go,” students blow through their straws to move their cups to the Jesus cup. When the cups meet, the student says, “I need Jesus as my Savior” and retrieves the cup.
Option 2: Balloon Activity
Ask students to take a deep breath.

· What did you breathe into your lungs? Air
· Can you see the air? No
· Can you feel it? Yes
Like the air, God is a spirit. He is everywhere. We cannot see Him, but we can feel Him.

Blow up a balloon. With a marker, write JESUS on the balloon. People needed a Savior to save them from sin; they needed a Savior they could see. God put His Spirit in a body, like I put air in this balloon. God became a man who could be seen. Jesus is God in a body.
Give each student a balloon to blow up. Help students tie off the balloons and write JESUS on them.

· What is God’s name? Jesus
· Who is Jesus? He is God in a body.
Option 3: JBQ Introduction
See page 3 for more information on the JBQ option.

Introduce the concept of Junior Bible Quizzing. Hand out one set of JBQ Verses (dr). Explain that each week, a fun activity will help students review the material. 

Option: If you have some JBQ games for the upcoming quarter prepared, show students some activities they will be playing.  
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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