Word Aflame Beginner—Spring 2020

Life of Christ: The Smiley Face Kids
Unit 1: Jesus’ Early Years
Lesson 4
It Is Written
Jesus’ Temptation
Week of March 22, 2020
Unit Aim

Students will assess the examples Jesus gave us before He started His ministry.
Unit Memory Verse
John 1:1
Scripture Text

Matthew 4:1–11

Mark 1:12–13

Luke 4:1–14
Bible Lesson Verse

Luke 4:4
Bible Point 

Jesus resisted the devil’s temptation through the power of the Word.
Life Application

I will find strength in the Word of God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Smiley-face prizes (1 per student), attendance charts (ap) (dr), smiley-face stickers (trp) (dr), smiley-face offering bucket, crayons
Opening Activity: Bible, stuffed animal (dog or cat)
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: For each student, prepare one set of Jesus’ Temptation pictures (dr). 

Activity papers (page 2), scissors, glue, Bible, Jesus’ Temptation Bible art (trp) (dr), whiteboard and marker
Apply and Act
Life Application: On a large piece of cardboard (large enough to cover the head and torso of a student), draw a shield and write on it: IT IS WRITTEN!

Foam balls
Prayer and Call to Action: Cardboard shield from Life Application
Home Connection: For each student, copy the next unit’s (Unit 2) hc calendar (trp) (dr) and a lesson 4 hc devotion (dr).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Hide several Bibles around the room.

Suggested songs: “I Have Hidden Your Word—Psalm 119:11 & 9” by Steve Green from the album Hide ‘Em in Your Heart, “The B-I-B-L-E”
Memory Work: Write 1–4 on four pieces of paper and mount each in a corner of the room. Number four craft sticks 1–4. Place the craft sticks number side down in a container.
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 1), pencils
Option 1: Two pairs of rhythm sticks (dowel rods or drumsticks)
Option 2: On cardstock, print a Bible bookmark (dr) for each student. 

Art supplies, paint pens, hole punch, scissors, yarn
Option 3: Set up a bean bag game of your choice
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew 4:1–11; Mark 1:12–13; and Luke 4:1–14. Prayerfully consider what these passages say: 
About God

Jesus demonstrated the perfect response to help us resist temptation. By Jesus quoting the Word, the devil had no reasonable response. As a result, Jesus stood tall as an overcomer. When we find ourselves wrestling with temptation, we have access to that same authority through God’s Word.
To You as a Teacher

When we find ourselves at our weakest, God will reveal words of encouragement and strength through His Word. Take a moment to reflect on your life. Recall examples of God using Scriptures to guide your next step. The Word is alive because the Word is God.
To Your Students

The Word of God was precious to an elderly woman who was losing her sight. Before going blind, she decided to memorize one hundred verses. She found it easier than she imagined, since she was already familiar with many verses. She ended up memorizing five hundred verses, which provided great comfort to her when she could no longer physically read the Bible.

The Word of God is powerful. By hiding it in our hearts, we are prepared to face the obstacles and temptations of life. Youngsters can memorize volumes of Scriptures. Encourage students to practice and retain the verses they memorize. Help them use the Bible verses in daily life by praying them, reciting them, and meditating on them.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome

This is the last Sunday of unit 1. If you are doing a different service project for each unit, finish collecting, sorting, and counting the nonperishable food items today. Plan a delivery date to your local food pantry. Consider sending the following note home to parents:

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for helping us reach our goal. Because you cared, many families in our community will go to bed tonight with stomachs filled and hearts warmed by love. This class project has been a valuable learning experience for us. We have learned that it is more rewarding to serve than to be entertained. Be blessed.

Beginner Sunday School Class

As students arrive, give each a smiley-face prize. It is fun to get a prize. Prizes encourage us to participate.
· Why do you think I gave you a smiley-face prize?

Just like we enjoy getting prizes, we also enjoy getting smiles from people. Have you ever smiled at someone who looked sad or disappointed and that person returned a smile? Your smile showed that you cared. When we give to others, they learn that we care.

If your class is participating in the food pantry collection, allow students to sort, count, and list the figures on the tracking sheet. Collect offering. Let students add a smiley-face sticker (trp) (dr) on their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 
Lead students to the unit 1 MV poster and review John 1:1. God’s Word is powerful. It gives us strength. It helps us turn away from wrong things and do right. Learning God’s Word is important.
Opening Activity: What Is Temptation?
Introduce the Bible Point: “Jesus resisted the devil’s temptation through the power of the Word.” Show a Bible and explain that God’s Word helps us do right. Temptation is when we want to do things we know we should not—like take something that does not belong to us. 
God’s Word gives us the strength to say no to temptation. Ask students to say the Life Application: “I will find strength in the Word of God.” Hand the Bible to a student and ask the student to say the Life Application. Do this with several students.

In the following story, use a stuffed dog or cat as the character who is tempted. This is Cookie, the pup (or cat). Cookie was a good pup. He loved to run and play. Run him along the table. One day Cookie was sniffing the ground when he noticed a new smell. It smelled wonderful. Make the pup sniff around the table. He followed the smell to the fence. The smell was coming from the other side. It was coming from the neighbor’s patio, from the neighbor’s grill. Run the pup up to a fence or wall.

· What do you think Cookie smelled? A hot dog? A hamburger? A steak?

Cookie knew he was not supposed to leave the yard. He knew the fence meant he should stay home, but the smell of meat was so tempting. Cookie started digging. The more he dug, the more he wanted what he could smell. Make the pup dig.

Temptation always tempts us away from what is right. Almost every day we are tempted to do the wrong thing. Just like Cookie, we might try to find the temptation. Once we try, the temptation gets worse. Soon we want it so bad.

· What do you think happened to Cookie? Let students finish the story.
When we are tempted, we must find strength in God’s Word. We must say no to temptation.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever been tempted to do something you know you should not do? What kept you from doing it? What does temptation feel like?
Bible Lesson: Jesus’ Temptation (Matthew 4:1–11; Mark 1:12–13; Luke 4:1–14)
Bible Lesson Verse: “And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God” (Luke 4:4).
On the writing board, write the Life Application: “I will find strength in the Word of God.” Have each student hold the Bible and repeat the Life Application. 

Distribute activity papers and direct students to the back page. Give each student a set of Jesus’ Temptation pictures (dr), and let students cut apart the squares. Students will glue the pictures into place as the story is told.

Jesus went to the wilderness to prepare His heart. He was preparing to help others. He was alone in the wilderness for forty days. Compare forty days of time to something current in students’ lives (the last day of school or length of a season). During the forty days, Jesus fasted and prayed. That means He did not eat food, and He spent every moment talking to God. After forty days, Jesus was really hungry.
· Think of a time when you were extremely hungry. How did you feel?

Satan came to Jesus to tempt Him. First, he tempted Jesus with this idea. “Jesus, You are hungry. See those stones? You have the power to turn those stones into bread. Make yourself some bread.”

· What do you think Jesus did?

Jesus told Satan, “It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God” (Luke 4:4). 

Students glue on the first square. Jesus resisted temptation, so Satan tried again. “Look, Jesus. Look at all the kingdoms in the earth. I am in charge of those. If you bow down and worship me, I will give all of it to You.”
Jesus knew Satan was lying, so He said, “Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Luke 4:8). Students glue on the second square.

Jesus used God’s Word two times to say no. Satan tried one more temptation. He took Jesus to the highest point of the Temple and dared Jesus, “Go ahead and jump. Show everyone Your power. You will not get hurt because You are the Son of God.”

Jesus was not about to listen to Satan. He replied, “It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God” (Luke 4:12). Students glue on the third square.

Show the Jesus’ Temptation Bible art (trp) (dr). Jesus resisted temptation. He stopped it because He said no to Satan. Jesus found strength in the Word of God.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will find strength in the Word of God.
By ourselves it is foolish to stand against the devil’s temptations. However, we have a special weapon that will help us say no to temptation.

· What did Jesus use against temptation? The Word of God
Ask a volunteer to hold the prepared shield. Give foam balls to another volunteer and tell her to throw the balls at the volunteer, who should shield himself. These foam balls are like temptation. God’s Word protects us from temptation, just like this shield protects from the balls.
· What happens if the shield is not moved when the balls are thrown?

We must know and use God’s Word like Jesus did. Allow students to take turns tossing the balls and holding the shield. As each ball is thrown, students say: I will find strength in the Word of God.
Prayer and Call to Action

Gather in a circle. Pass the shield to each student and help students pray. Jesus, please help me use Your Word when I am tempted.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the next unit’s (unit 2) hc calendar (trp) (dr) and a copy of the lesson 4 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back page of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.
· If your class collected nonperishable food items for the food pantry, take pictures of students helping sort the items. Send pictures of students to their parents with appreciation notes.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word
Worship
Have students find the Bibles that have been hidden while playing the song, “I Have Hidden Your Word—Psalm 119:11 & 9” by Steve Green (from the album Hide ‘Em in Your Heart).

Hold your Bibles close to your heart and thank the Lord for His Word that gives us strength. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.”
Memory Work: John 1:1
Gather students at the unit 1 MV poster (trp). Allow each student to recite the verse individually. Jesus resisted the devil’s temptation through the power of the Word. Knowing God’s Word helps us say no to temptation. We find strength in the Word of God and that makes us happy.

Students scatter across the room. At your signal, each student selects one corner of the room and moves to that area. Pull a craft stick. Students in that corner recite the verse and then sit down. Continue play until only one student is left in the game.
Each week the verse is practiced, students color one step on the memory chart (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

The back of the activity paper was finished during the Bible lesson. 

On the front of the activity paper, students decode the words: It Is Written.
Option 1: Review Game
½-inch dowel rods or drumsticks can be used for rhythm sticks.
Have two teams sit facing each other. Give each team a pair of rhythm sticks to be passed down the line during the game. To play, when you read a review question, the first student to click together the sticks may answer. If correct, the team receives a point. If incorrect, the other team may answer; if that team answers correctly, that team get two points. 

Was it tempting to click your sticks before I finished reading the question? How did you handle that temptation?

Review Questions

· Where was Jesus when Satan visited Him? In the wilderness
· How many days did Jesus fast and pray? 40 days
· What did Satan tell Jesus to turn into bread? Stones
· What three words did Jesus say to resist temptation? It is written.
· What gave Jesus strength to resist temptation? The Word of God
· What did Satan say he would give if Jesus would worship him? All the kingdoms of the world
· Who said, “It is written”? Jesus
· While standing on top of the Temple, what did Satan tell Jesus to do? Jump off and let the angels catch Him
· How can we resist temptation? With the Word of God
Option 2: Bible Bookmark
Give each student a Bible bookmark (dr). Distribute art supplies and paint pens, and let students decorate the bookmarks. Hole-punch each bookmark at the top and add a piece of yarn.
Option 3: JBQ Bean Bag Toss
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
Students will be given a verse to locate. If the student locates the verse correctly, they get three tosses. If the student does NOT locate the verse correctly, they get one toss. 
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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