
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020
God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 2
God Hears Elijah’s Prayers 
Elijah’s Prayer Is Answered
 Week of June 14, 2020
Unit 1

Elijah
Unit Bible Verse

“Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).

Unit Bible Words 

My God hears me.
Scripture Text

I Kings 17:17–23
Bible Point 

God hears the prayers of His preachers.
Life Application

I know God hears my pastor’s prayers.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Hide various pairs of shoes around the room, separating the pairs. 

Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Add letters P and M to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 2 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). (P words: pray and pastor; M words: motorcycle, mule, and moose)

For each student, make a copy of a small picture of your pastor (sized to fit the Activity Paper).

Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Opening Activity: Record a few students’ parents saying, “I am praying for you, (their child’s name), and your friends too.” Record yourself, your pastor, your pastor’s spouse, and another teacher your students know saying, “I am praying for you in Jesus’ name.” Print pictures of the people from the recordings.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Gather medical items students may have used during times of illness (e.g., vapor rub, thermometer, bandages, cough syrup, etc.).
Bible Lesson: Bible, Elijah and Widow Woman pictures 1–6 (trp) (dr). 
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), crayons
Prayer: No supplies needed

Snack Break: Mini-muffins, juice, napkins, cups, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, copy the lesson 2 hc devotion (dr). Prepare to send postcards (trp) (dr) to students.
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “The Ravens’ Wings” posted on YouTube by Hebron Outreach; “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” 

Memory Work: Bible, unit 1 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Bible, child-sized pulpit or cardboard box, offering plate, chairs
Option 2: Book suggestions: Elijah from an age-appropriate children’s Bible; books about God’s care (e.g., Thank You, God, for Blessing Me by Max Lucado; Snuggle Time Prayers by Glenys Nellist; My Very First Prayers by Juliet David; My First Read and Learn Book of Prayers by Mary Manz Simon)
Option 3: Blocks or large Legos, small people and animal figurines, Elijah and Widow Woman pictures (trp) (dr) from the Bible lesson
Option 4: On cardstock, trace around your pastor’s hand to make a pattern. Use the pattern to cut handprints (1 per student) from construction paper. Also cut a variety of small shapes from various colors of construction paper for students to make a border.

Construction paper (1 sheet per student), glue, optional: scented oil
Option 5: Music
Teacher Devotional
Read I Kings 17:17–23. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

There is never a time God does not hear the prayers of His preachers and those in His service. God responds by honoring those prayers. No request is too great or need too large for God.
To You as a Teacher

Our pastors have been anointed and appointed to be a shepherd over us. God has given such a large responsibility to them and, in return, God is touched by their prayers. There is something very powerful about the relationship our pastors have with God.
To Your Students

Our pastor’s prayers are powerful because our pastor’s love for God and God’s people is powerful. It is important to start teaching this reassuring concept to children while they are young. Help your students understand that we can ask our pastor to pray for us when we have needs. Our pastor wants to pray for us. God hears our pastor’s prayers. Use this lesson to acquaint students with your pastor and your pastor’s willingness to pray for them.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Shoe Search
As students arrive, collect the offering and let students add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

Tell students to search the room for hidden shoes. Once students find the shoes, they work together to match the pairs.

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God hears 
cup hand around ear
the prayers 
make praying hands 

of His preachers.
raise hands and jump up and down
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Using the Letters and Number posters (trp), introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. Have students hold up two fingers and repeat, “One, two, buckle my shoe.” 

How many eyes do you have? Ears? Elbows? Knees? For each, they hold up two fingers and say, “Two.”

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: P. The letter P is for pray and pastor. Have students make praying hands and say, “I can pray.” 

Distribute pictures of your pastor and assist students with gluing the picture in the square. Have students repeat your pastor’s name and say, “Pastor (pastor’s name) can pray for me.” 

We pray in Jesus’ name. Hand out crayons, assist students in tracing the letters, and then recite the phrase together. Make praying hands and say, “I pray in Jesus’ name.” 

As students color the letter and praying hands, talk about prayer. 

Opening Activity: Listen Who Is Praying for Me
Do you know people are praying for you? . . . They are. Play the recordings and ask students to guess who each voice is. Then show the pictures. 

Parents pray for you, (students’ names), and your friends.

Pastors pray for you, (students’ names). 

Teachers pray for you, (students’ names). 

I pray for you, (students’ names). 

God hears our pastor’s prayers, and God hears your prayers. Say, “God hears my prayers.”
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Feeling Sick
Have you ever had an upset tummy or a runny nose? Who helps you when you do not feel well? 
Show the medical supplies and ask students if they have seen them or used them before. Stimulate discussion about the items and how they might be used.

· Who prays for you when you do not feel well?

Jesus helps us feel better. All we have to do is ask Him to help. We do that by praying. Recite a simple prayer we can pray when we do not feel well. 

Today’s Bible story is about a little boy who got very sick, and his mommy asked the pastor to pray for him.
Bible Lesson: Elijah’s Prayer Is Answered (I Kings 17:17–23)
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” 
Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. Show the Elijah and Widow Woman pictures 1–3 (trp) (dr) from lesson 1 while reviewing the story of Elijah and the widow woman. 

Show Picture 4: One day the widow woman’s son got sick. He stopped breathing. Have students hold their breath for a few seconds and let it out. His heart stopped beating. Instruct students to put their hands on their chests. The boy died. Have students close their eyes and lay their head on their hands like they are sleeping.

The boy’s mother ran to find her pastor, Elijah. “My son is dead,” she cried. 

Elijah said, “Give him to me.” 

Show Picture 5: Elijah carried the little boy upstairs and put him on his bed. He laid down across the boy and breathed on him. Have students blow. The pastor prayed, “Oh Lord, let this boy live again.” 

Instruct students to count on their fingers with you. Elijah prayed one time. Two times. Three times. Elijah prayed, “Oh Lord, let this boy live again.”

The little boy started breathing! Have students take deep breaths. His heart started beating. Instruct students to pat their chests. God heard Pastor Elijah’s prayer. The boy was alive!
Show Picture 6: Pastor Elijah took the boy to his mother. She was so happy. “Thank you, Pastor Elijah,” she said, “and thank You, God, for hearing my pastor’s prayer.”
Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds. 

· What happened to the boy? He died.
· Who did his mother ask to help her? Elijah, her pastor
· What did Elijah do? He prayed for the boy.
· What did God do? God brought the boy back to life.
Repeat the story. Then allow students to hold the pictures and encourage them to tell as much of the story as they can recall.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I know God hears my pastor’s prayers.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: M. The letter M is for motorcycle, mule, and moose. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. 

Sometimes pastors visit people in their homes and in hospitals to pray for them. Elijah visited the widow woman at her house to pray for her son. 

· Did God hear Elijah’s prayer? . . . Yes.

· Does God hear our pastor’s prayers? . . . Yes.

Say, “I know God hears my pastor’s prayers.” Hand out crayons. As students color the pictures, stimulate discussion about which picture represents something Elijah might ride to go visit people, which your pastor might ride, and which students would like to ride. Have students draw Elijah, your pastor, and themselves according to their answers. They can draw themselves riding with Elijah or their pastor too. 

Prayer: My God Hears My Pastor’s Prayers
Jesus hears our pastor’s prayers. Let’s pray and thank Jesus for our good pastor. Have students repeat your prayer. 

Thank You, Jesus, . . . for Pastor (pastor’s name).

Thank You for hearing . . . Pastor (pastor’s name)’s prayers.

Please bless my pastor . . . in Jesus’ name, amen.

If you love Pastor (pastor’s name), clap your hands. Say, “I love Pastor (pastor’s name).”
Snack Break: P Is for Pray before Eating
Have students prepare for snack. Say, “P is for prayer.” We say a prayer before we eat to thank God for giving us food. Distribute mini-muffins and juice. Have students make praying hands and echo the blessing.

God is great; God is good.


Let us thank Him for our food.

In Jesus’ name, amen.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of the unit 1 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a lesson 2 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· This week send a postcard (trp) (dr) or greeting card to each student. Both parents and students will appreciate the contact. 

EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Continue teaching students “The Raven’s Wings” posted on YouTube by Hebron Outreach. Use the same motions from lesson 1 (page 11). 

God provided food for Elijah, the widow woman, and her son. God also provides food for you and me and everyone in the whole world. God has the whole world in His hands. Sing “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” with these additional verses:
· “He’s got my pastor and family in His hands.”

· “He’s got the whole church in His hands.”
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 1 Bible Verse: “Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).
From the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you.

Shhh! Listen. What do you hear? . . . Do you know what God hears? Call each student’s name as you say: God hears (Morgan) and (April) and (Lucas).

Hear me,
cup hand behind right ear
O Lord,
point up

hear me.
cup hand behind left ear
Unit 1 Bible Words: My God hears me.
From the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you.
Shhh! Listen. What do you hear? . . . Do you know what God hears? Call each student’s name as you say: God hears (Morgan) and (April) and (Lucas).

My God,
point up
hears
cup hand behind left ear
me.

point at self
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: My Church Prays for People
Arrange the chairs in rows as in a sanctuary. In front of the chairs, place a child-sized pulpit or cardboard box for a pulpit. Encourage students to play church, taking turns preaching, singing, collecting offering, and praying for the sick. 

·  If there are particular needs of healing in your church, make them known to students and let them pray. Encourage students to tell the saints that they prayed for them in class.
Option 2: Prayer Stories  

Gather students for story time. (If you have enough cardboard or toy cars, let students sit in them for story time.) Read the story of Elijah from an age-appropriate children’s Bible.

Show students the book(s) you will read about prayer, which could include:
· Thank You, God, for Blessing Me by Max Lucado
· Snuggle Time Prayers by Glenys Nellist
· My Very First Prayers (Candle Bible for Toddlers) by Juliet David
· My First Read and Learn Book of Prayers by Mary Manz Simon
Option 3: Making Block Houses
Have students construct the widow woman’s house and reenact the story of Elijah visiting her—first for food and second to pray for her son. Provide the Elijah and Widow Woman pictures (trp) (dr) as prompts for students to use.
Option 4: Pastor’s Praying Hands
Acquaint students with the biblical custom of praying for the sick. Tell them how your pastor anoints with oil and lays hands on the head of the sick person when praying. 

· When you were sick, did our pastor pray for you? Let students share their experiences. 
Distribute the handprints, paper shapes, and sheets of construction paper. Students glue the handprint on the paper and then glue various shapes around it for a border. (Optional: Add a touch of scented oil to the handprint to give it a nice fragrance.) 

After the pictures are complete, students hold them up and say together, “God hears my pastor’s prayers.”
Option 5: M Is for Musical Review
As music plays, students march (jump, hop, crawl, and so on) around the room. When the music pauses, they stop. At each stop, ask a simple review question. Tell students to shout (whisper, sing, and so on) the answers. 

· Who is our pastor? 

· Who answers our pastor’s prayers?

· Who answered Elijah’s prayer?

· Who prayed for the boy when he died? 

· Who prays for you when you are sick?

· Talk about how we pray in Jesus’ name. Then have students echo a simple prayer they can pray when they are sick or someone else is sick.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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