
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 10
Uzziah Seeks the Lord 
Uzziah’s Reign
 Week of August 9, 2020
Unit 3

Exile
Unit Bible Verse

“Keep his commandments” (II Chronicles 34:31).

Unit Bible Words 

Do what God says.
Scripture Text

II Kings 15:1–7

II Chronicles 26
Bible Point 

God wants me to seek Him.
Life Application

I will seek God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Prior to class, cut out praying hands (trp) (dr) for each student and hide them around the room.
Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Add letters U and Z to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 10 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). (U words: Uzziah, unicorn, and unhappy; Z words: buzz, fizz, and fuzz)
Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Opening Activity: At the bottom of sheets of construction paper (1 per student), write: I WILL SEEK GOD. Pen, crayons
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Small object to hide in a game of hide-and-seek
Bible Lesson: Bible, royal robe, blocks, bucket of dirt, child’s garden tools or plastic shovels, toy soldiers
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), crayons, glue, cotton balls (1 per student)
Prayer: No supplies needed
Snack Break: Sugar cookies, icing in squeezable tubes, water, plates, napkins, cups, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, copy the lesson 10 hc devotion (dr). 

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Learn the song and motions as noted on page 61. Provide various children’s instruments.
Memory Work: Unit 3 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr), ball
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Props from Bible Lesson
Option 2: Book suggestions: I Pray Today by Angela Isaacs; What Is Prayer? by Valerie Carpenter
Option 3: Blocks and toy soldiers from Bible Lesson
Option 4: Students’ handprint papers from Opening Activity, beanbag
Option 5: Cut out medium-sized construction paper hearts (1 per student). Place the hearts in a bin and cover them with pieces of colored streamers or tissue paper. 

Marker, glue
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 15:1–7 and II Chronicles 26. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

As Uzziah sought God, God blessed the things he was in charge of. According to Hebrews 11:6, God is “a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Yes, God wants His children to thrive and prosper.
To You as a Teacher

We must approach every day with the intent to seek and obey the Lord. Though some may try to discourage us, we must remain steadfast in our service to Him. God wants His children to thrive and prosper. To start down that road to spiritual growth and Kingdom-minded prosperity, we must seek His will, obey His Word, and believe in His promises.
To Your Students

Hide-and-seek is such a fun game for young children. They love to search and find hidden friends, toys, and treasures. Thankfully, due to a simple game, the concept of seeking may already be familiar to your students. Through this lesson, introduce the concept of “pray and seek.” Teach students that we can seek God by praying to God. He likes for us to seek Him, He is happy when we pray, and when we seek God, we will always find Him.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Seek and Find
As students arrive, collect the offering and students can add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

Show students how to hold their hands to make praying hands. I need your help. Can you help me find a picture of praying hands (trp) (dr)? They are hidden around the room. When you find one, get it and come sit at the table. Let students seek for the pictures. After everyone is at the table, have students show you their pictures.

· What are the hands doing? . . . Praying. 

· Why do we pray? . . . Praying helps us seek God.

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God wants
point up
me to 
point to self.
seek Him.
make binoculars with hands over eyes
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. 
Have students hold up ten fingers and repeat, “Nine, ten, clap for Him.” Then have students clap for Jesus. Repeat the phrase and the action.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: U. The letter U is for King Uzziah, unicorn, and unhappy. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. 

Something is missing from all of our pictures. We need to fix the pictures. Hand out crayons. 

· King Uzziah needs a crown. Students draw a crown on Uzziah’s head. 

· The unicorn needs a horn. Students draw a horn on the unicorn. 

· The unhappy face needs a mouth. Students draw an upside-down smile.
You did a good job of obeying my instructions. God is happy when we obey His instructions. If you don’t know God’s instructions, you can seek them and find them in the Bible. Say, “I will seek God.” Students may color the pictures.
Opening Activity: Praying Hands Are Seeking Hands
Trace students’ hands on construction paper (with words: I will seek God). Write their names on their papers. Hand out crayons and let students color their handprints. We seek God by praying and obeying what He says. 
When students finish coloring, fold their papers in half and show students how to hold them between their hands to form praying hands. Say, “I will seek God.”
Set the papers aside for use in optional activity 4 on page 62.

Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Hide-and-Seek
Play a simple game of hide-and-seek. If your classroom is not large enough for students to hide, designate a toy or small object that you will hide while students cover their eyes. Play a few rounds, giving as many students as possible an opportunity to find the object. 

This game is fun. I like to seek, don’t you? I like to find, don’t you? 

We can seek God and we can find God, but we don’t seek God by using our feet and eyes. We seek God by using our hands and mouths. Demonstrate praying hands and speaking a prayer. God sees us and hears us. When we seek God in prayer, we find God. 

Bible Lesson: Uzziah’s Reign (II Kings 15:1–7; II Chronicles 26)
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. 

Our story is about King Uzziah. King Uzziah was sixteen years old. He was a good King. Uzziah loved God. Pick a student to stand by you and wear the royal robe. King Uzziah prayed. This is how Uzziah would seek God. He wanted to know what God wanted him to do. He wanted to do what God said.
King Uzziah did lots of good things. He and his army fought battles and won. They won because the king asked God for help. Have the king and students make praying hands and ask God for help. 

Uzziah built tall towers. These towers protected the city of Jerusalem. The towers also protected the people in the city. The people could use these towers to look out for the enemy. Build tall block towers with students. 

King Uzziah lived in a big house with a big backyard. He had lots and lots of animals. Uzziah liked taking good care of the animals. He did not want the animals to get thirsty, so he dug deep holes in the ground called wells. The holes filled with water for the animals to drink. Let students help you dig a well in the bucket of dirt. 

Uzziah took care of a lot of people. He did not want anyone to hurt them. So he asked soldiers to watch over the people. Bring out the toy soldiers and let students set them up around the block towers.

Uzziah also asked God to help him. Uzziah prayed to God. Uzziah prayed for God to protect the animals and the people. Have the king and students make praying hands and ask God for help.

God was happy that King Uzziah wanted to seek Him. God blessed King Uzziah because he wanted to seek and obey God. Say, “I will seek God.”

Clear the props; then repeat the story, allowing another student to play the role of king.

Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· What did King Uzziah build? Towers
· What did King Uzziah dig? Holes with water; wells
· What did King Uzziah want to protect? The city/people/animals
· How did King Uzziah seek God’s help? He prayed.
· How can we seek God’s help? By praying
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will seek God.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: Z. The letter Z is for buzz, fizz, and fuzz. Our words do not start with Z; they end with Z. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. Hand out crayons and have students seek and circle all the double Zs. When we seek God, we have a good end, just like Zs are at the end of each word. Say, “I will seek God.”
· Assist students in tracing the path of the bee; then have them say what a bee says, “Buzz. Buzz.” 

· Have students color the straw and say, “Fizz. Fizz.” 

· Give each student a cotton ball. Show students how to pull the cotton ball apart to become bigger; then help them glue it on the sheep. Have them say, “Fuzzy. Fuzzy.” 

Set papers aside to dry.
Prayer: Seek Jesus
God’s name is Jesus. Say, “Jesus is God.” Jesus likes when we seek Him. Jesus wants us to find Him. Let’s seek Jesus right now by praying to Him. Have students make praying hands and repeat your prayer. 

Help me, Jesus, . . . always seek You.

I know I can . . . always find You.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
If you mean that, use your hands to clap to Jesus.

Snack Break: God’s Happy Face Cookies
Have students prepare for and pray over snack. God is happy when we seek Him. We are going to make God’s happy face on our cookies. Distribute cookies. Show students how to use the squeezable icing by making two dots for eyes and then allowing students to make a smile. 

· As students eat, recall all the things King Uzziah did that made God happy. Talk about what we can do to make God happy, especially seeking Him in prayer.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one yet, send home a copy of the unit 3 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 10 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· If they have given permission (child information form (dr)), parents love to see social media posts of their children enjoying class. Post some photos and be sure to “share” them with parents.
EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Teach students the motions to the song, “I Will Obey Jesus,” sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” Repeat a few times so students can learn to sing along.
Yes, I will obey Jesus, obey Jesus, obey Jesus.

Yes, I will obey Jesus and follow His commands.
Distribute instruments and allow students to worship exuberantly as you march around the room singing “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus.” As you collect the instruments, ask each student: Who will you obey? . . . Jesus.
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 3 Bible Verse: “Keep his commandments” (II Chronicles 34:31).
Using the unit 3 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 

Sit in a circle with students. Bring out a ball. Explain that when you roll the ball to them, they will catch it and say the Bible Verse. Then they roll the ball back to you, and you say the verse. Do this until every student has said the verse.
Unit 3 Bible Words: Do what God says.
Using the unit 3 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 
Sit in a circle with students. Bring out a ball. Explain that when you roll the ball to them, they will catch it and say the Bible Words. Then they roll the ball back to you, and you say the words. Do this until every student has said the Bible Words.
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: Seek to Recall
Let students use the Bible story props to retell the story. Ask simple questions about the props to help students remember details.
Option 2: Stories of Seeking
Show the book(s) you will read. Tell students to listen for the words pray or prayer and every time they hear them, say, “Seek God.” Book suggestions include: 

· I Pray Today by Angela Isaacs

· What Is Prayer? (board book) by Valerie Carpenter
Option 3: Building Towers of Protection
Have students construct tall towers like King Uzziah built and surround them with toy soldiers.
Option 4: U Seek, I Seek, We All Seek
From the Opening Activity, lay students’ handprint pictures face up on the floor. We can pray and seek God anywhere. God always listens. He likes for us to seek Him. 

· Show students how to toss the beanbag onto one of the pictures. 

· Whoever’s picture it lands on makes praying hands and says, “I will seek God.” 

· Remove that student’s paper and continue until all students have tossed and made praying hands. 

If time and interest allow, replace the papers and repeat the activity.  

Option 5: Seeking Hearts Craft
Gather students around the bin. Let them dig in the streamer paper until they find a heart. King Uzziah wanted to serve God with all his heart. He wanted to seek and obey God. 

Write students’ names on their hearts. Assist students in tearing and wadding the streamers and then gluing them to the blank side of their hearts. Set the hearts aside to dry for students to take home.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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