
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020
God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 3
God Shows His Power over Baal 
Elijah Challenges the Prophets of Baal
 Week of June 21, 2020
Unit 1

Elijah
Unit Bible Verse

“Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).

Unit Bible Words 

My God hears me.
Scripture Text

I Kings 18:17–39
Bible Point 

God has all power.
Life Application

I know God has power.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: From various colors of construction paper, cut out different sizes of the number 1. Post them around the room at students’ eye level. 

Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Add letters F and T to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 3 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). (F words: fire, feather, flip-flops, and feet; T words: table, trophy, truck, and tire)

Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Opening Activity: With masking or painter’s tape, make a line in the center of the room.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Fragrant candle (unlit)
Bible Lesson: Cut out the Prophets of Baal story figures (trp) (dr) and attach a small ball of adhesive to the back of each. You will also need a Bible. 
Apply and act
Life Application: Letter of the Day poster (trp), activity papers (page 2), crayons, trophy
Prayer: No supplies needed

Snack Break: Graham crackers (4 sections per student), squirtable red icing, plates, napkins, cups, water, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, copy the lesson 3 hc devotion (dr). 

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “One Way to God, “Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children” 

Learn the words and motions printed in the worship section. Provide various children’s instruments. 

Memory Work: Bible, unit 1 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Crayons with box(es) or basket(s)
Option 2: Book suggestions: Elijah and the prophets of Baal from a children’s Bible; books about God’s power (e.g., My Little Golden Book about God by Jane Werner Watson and Eloise Wilkin; God Is . . . by Caroline Peters; I Am: The Names of God for Little Ones by Diane M. Stortz)
Option 3: Provide a variety of blocks, large LEGOs, and boxes for students to build altars. 

Provide red, yellow, and orange scarves or tissue paper to represent fire.
Option 4: Print one altar (trp) (dr) for each student. From brown construction paper, cut irregular-shaped stones (12 per student) sized to fit on the altar. Students will also need glue sticks.
Option 5: No supplies needed
Teacher Devotional
Read I Kings 18:17–39. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

There is no one and no thing that compares to God. He created the universe with a spoken word and has all power. He is the almighty God.
To You as a Teacher

It is easy to become wrapped up in activities and things that take our focus away from God. Temporary distractions pale in importance to the eternal rewards we gain by living for Him. We must make the conscious decision to serve the one true God every single day.
To Your Students

The story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal is an exciting and engaging story that you can use to introduce even the youngest children to the power of God. Help your students discover there is only one true God. Toddlers can experience that God. He is not just Elijah’s God. He is their God. Toddlers may be little, but they have a great big God who loves them. Let your students feel that powerful love through you.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Find the 1s
As students arrive, collect the offering and let students add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

How many number 1s can you find in this room? Let students search. Help them count. There are lots of number 1s in our room, but there is only one of you and there is only one God.

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God has 
point up
all power.
flex arm muscles
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. Have students hold up three fingers and repeat, “One, two, three...count with me.” Have students find three identical objects in the room (chairs, crayons, Bibles, and so on) and count them.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: F. The letter F is for fire, feather, flip-flops, and feet. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. In today’s Bible story, we will learn that Elijah prayed to God and God sent one of these things from Heaven. Do you think God sent fire from Heaven, feathers from Heaven, flip-flops from Heaven, or feet from Heaven? . . . We’re going to hear how God sent fire from Heaven.

Hand out crayons. Have students circle the fire and draw a line from the flip-flops to the feet. As students color the pictures, stimulate conversation about when they have seen fire, where they have seen feathers, and if they like to wear flip-flops. 

Opening Activity: T Is for “There Is One God”
Form two groups and line up students on opposite walls. Give commands like these. 

· Run to the tape line and stop.

· High-five a friend beside you. 

· Shout, “My God has all power!”

· Squat and stand up three times.

· Run back to the wall.

· Tell a friend beside you, “There is one God.”

Continue with similar orders until students are ready to sit down and listen to the Bible story.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Candles
Show the unlit candle. 

· What is this? How does it work? 

We need fire to make the candle work. Can you make fire? Pass the candle to each student, allowing them to smell it and asking them to make fire fall on the candle. We cannot make fire, but God can. Today’s Bible story is about God sending fire. 
Bible Lesson: Elijah Challenges the Prophets of Baal (I Kings 18:17–39)
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” 
Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. Our story today is about the preacher Elijah. Elijah was a praying preacher. Briefly remind students about Elijah praying and the widow woman’s son being healed. 

As you teach, attach the Prophets of Baal story figures (trp) (dr) onto the wall. Mount Ahab and the people opposite from Elijah, leaving room for the altars. (Optional: Let students mount the figures as needed.)

Hold up one finger. Each time I hold up one finger, say with me, “One true God.” Practice.

Attach Elijah picture. Elijah served the (hold up finger) one true God. Attach Ahab and people pictures. King Ahab and the people served a false god they called Baal. 

Elijah said, “Let’s have a contest. Let’s see who is the (hold up finger) one true God.”

Everyone climbed up, up, up the mountain. Elijah said to them, “I will build an altar to the (hold up finger) one true God. You can build an altar to Baal. Then we will pray. The God who sends fire will be the (hold up finger) one true God.” 

Attach Baal’s altar picture. The people built an altar. They prayed all morning. They said, “Baal, send the fire,” but nothing happened. They prayed louder, “Baal, send the fire.” Nothing happened. Baal could not send the fire. He was not the (hold up finger) one true God. 

Elijah said, “It is my turn.” Attach Elijah’s altar picture. He built an altar. He prayed a short little prayer. Elijah said, “God, show these people that You are the (hold up finger) one true God. You have all the power. Send the fire.”
Swoop down the flame; cover Elijah’s altar and remove it. Whoosh! Down came the fire and burned up Elijah’s altar. It was gone. The people shouted, “Elijah’s God is the (hold up finger) one true God. We will serve Him.” Clap.

Repeat the story, asking for students to help with the pictures and signaling when to say one true God.

Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· What did Elijah and the people build? Altars
· Who sent the fire—Elijah’s God or Baal? Elijah’s God
· Who was the one true God—Elijah’s God or Baal? Elijah’s God
· How many gods are there? One
Apply and Act

Life Application: I know God has power.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: T. The letter T is for table, trophy, truck, and tire. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. Which one of these things is a prize for winning? . . . The trophy. Hand out crayons. Have students circle the trophy on their papers. Show the trophy you brought. 

Elijah proved that only his God had power. The one true God sent fire from Heaven and was the winner. That’s our God. Say, “That is my God.” Allow each student the opportunity to hold the trophy and say, “My God has power.” 

Students may color the pictures and the letter.
Prayer: Thank You for Being Strong
Our God has all the power. Let’s thank God for loving us and making us strong. Have students repeat your prayer. 
God, You are great . . . and You are strong.

Thank You for keeping me . . . safe all day long.

I love You . . . and You love me.

That makes me happy . . . as I can be.

In Jesus’ name, amen.
If you love Pastor (pastor’s name), clap your hands. Say, “I love Pastor (pastor’s name).”
Snack Break: F Is for the Fire That Fell
Have students prepare for snack. Recall how Elijah built an altar. 

Give each student four graham-cracker sections, broken apart, on a plate. Instruct them to stack the crackers high to build an altar. Pray for the snack and then add a squirt of red icing to each student’s top cracker to simulate the fire that fell after Elijah prayed.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of the unit 1 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a lesson 3 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· During pickup, ask parents if they have any special prayer requests. During the week, pray for these needs and text parents an encouraging note saying you are praying for them. 

EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Teach the song “One Way to God” with the following words and motions. 

One, one, one, only one God. (x3)
hold up and shake one finger

And Jesus is His name.
clap

Teach the song “Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children” with the following words and motions. 

Praise Him, praise Him,
hands raised

All ye little children.
measure short with hand out, palm down

God is one. God is one.
hold up one finger

(repeat)

Distribute instruments and encourage students to praise the one true God as they march around the room. As you collect the instruments, ask each student: 
· How many gods are there? . . . One God.
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 1 Bible Verse: “Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).
From the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you.

Shhh! Listen. What do you hear? . . . Do you know what God hears? Call each student’s name as you say: God hears (Morgan) and (April) and (Lucas).

Hear me,
cup hand behind right ear
O Lord,
point up

hear me.
cup hand behind left ear
Unit 1 Bible Words: My God hears me.
From the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you.
Shhh! Listen. What do you hear? . . . Do you know what God hears? Call each student’s name as you say: God hears (Morgan) and (April) and (Lucas).

My God,
point up
hears
cup hand behind left ear
me.

point at self
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: How Many
Play a fun game to help students practice listening and obeying, as well as cooperating with others. Scatter crayons on the table. Set an empty box or basket where students can reach it. (For large classes, use several.)

· There is only one God. Pick up one crayon and trade with a friend.

· How many gods are there?...One. Pick up one crayon and put it in the box/basket.

· In our Bible story, they built two altars on the mountain. Pick up two crayons and give them to me.

· How many altars did they build on the mountain?...Two. Pick up two crayons and roll them across the table.

· Only one man on the mountain prayed to the one true God. Pick up one crayon and put it in the box/basket. 

· How many men on the mountain prayed to the one true God?...One. Take one crayon out of the box/basket and lay it on the table.

· There are (#) boys in our class. Help students count the boys. Pick up (#) crayons and put them in the box/basket.

· How many boys did we count in our class? Take (#) crayons out of the box/basket and spread them across the table.

· There are (#) girls in our class. Help students count the girls. Pick up (#) crayons and put them in the box/basket.

· How many girls did we count in our class? Take (#) crayons out of the box/basket and put them in the center of the table.

Have everyone work together to pick up the crayons and put them back in the box/basket. Say together, “There is one God.”
Option 2: Tell Me about God’s Power  

Gather students for story time. Read about Elijah and the prophets of Baal from a children’s Bible. Show the book(s) you will read about God’s power.
· My Little Golden Book about God by Jane Werner Watson and Eloise Wilkin
· God Is . . . (board book) by Caroline Peters 

· I Am: The Names of God for Little Ones by Diane M. Stortz
Option 3: Building Altars
Provide blocks, LEGOs, and boxes for students to build altars. Once built, encourage students to use their altars to pray like Elijah; then toss the tissue paper or scarves over the altars. 

We talk to the one true God at the altar. It is a good place. The Holy Ghost fire falls at the altar.
Option 4: Fire Falls at the Altar
Distribute glue sticks, altar printouts (trp) (dr), and precut stones (twelve per student). Assist students in gluing the stones to their altars. 

· Talk about the altar Elijah built and the one in your church. Wonderful things happen at the altar. 
Option 5: Fun Echo Exercise
Say: There is one God. Have students echo your words, starting with a whisper and increasing in volume each time until they are shouting at the top of their voices. 

Next, add motions. Start in a squatting position and rise slowly with the volume until standing on tiptoes.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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