Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020
God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 1

God Takes Care of Elijah 
The Widow Woman Feeds Elijah
 Week of June 7, 2020
Unit 1

Elijah
Unit Bible Verse

“Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).
Unit Bible Words 

My God hears me.
Scripture Text

I Kings 17:8–16
Bible Point 

God takes care of His people.
Life Application

I know God takes care of me.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Cardboard cars (described on page 5) or full-size plastic cars for students to ride in; attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Mount the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and Number of the Day poster (trp). (See page 4 for a tip for preserving the posters and presenting the letters and numbers.) Add letters W and O to the letter poster and point the arrow at 1 on the number poster. (W words: woman, wheel, wrench, and warthog; O words: oil, owl, and olive)


Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Opening Activity: Colorful drinking straws
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: No supplies needed
Bible Lesson: Bible, Elijah and Widow Woman pictures 1– 3 (trp) (dr). 
Set aside pictures 4–6 to be used in lesson 2.  
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), crayons
Prayer: No supplies needed

Snack Break: Loaf of French bread, water, napkins, cups, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For each student, copy the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 1 hc devotion (dr). Separate the activity paper covers (ap) to send home. Prepare child information forms (dr) for parents to fill out as they drop off or pick up their children.

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word

Worship: Bible; suggested songs: “God Takes Care of Me (Moses Song)” posted on YouTube by Natalie Teo; “The Raven’s Wings” posted on YouTube by Hebron Outreach 

Memory Work: Bible, unit 1 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr)
Reinforce and Review

Option 1: Toy food and dishes
Option 2: Book suggestions: Elijah and the widow from a children’s Bible; books about God’s care (e.g., All Day Long, God Loves Me by Mikal Keefer; Everywhere I Go, God Is with Me by Mikal Keefer; Thank You, God, for Blessing Me by Max Lucado; Jesus Is with Me by Joni Walker)
Option 3: Hand mirror

Option 4: Paper plates (1 per student), crayons
Option 5: Music
Looking Ahead

For lesson 2, record a few students’ parents saying, “I am praying for you, (their child’s name), and your friends too.” Record yourself, your pastor, your pastor’s spouse, and another teacher your students know saying, “I am praying for you in Jesus’ name.” Print pictures of the people who do the recordings.
Teacher Devotional
Read I Kings 17:8–16. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

God sees us in the midst of our emotional pain and spiritual storms. We can rest knowing God is always near. Just when our circumstances seem too heavy, He has a way of stepping in and taking care of us.
To You as a Teacher

I will hold strong in the faith and know that God will take care of me. No matter the weapon the enemy uses to try to depress our spirits, I will stand tall and live in the victory God has promised.
To Your Students

Young children interpret love through actions. Care is love in action. When we care for our students by providing them with simple things like toys, art supplies, and snacks, they interpret that as loving them. Show students you love them by caring for them and meeting their immediate needs. This prepares them to understand that God loves them and will care for them.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Test Drive
As students arrive, collect the offering and let students add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). Invite students into the newly decorated room and point out the décor changes. 

If you made cardboard cars or brought full-size plastic cars, allow students to take them for a test drive around the room and through the car wash. 

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God 
point up
takes care
wrap arms around self and twist 

of His people.
open arms wide
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
In addition to presenting biblical characters and connections to the Bible lesson, the activity paper presents something familiar to toddlers: letters and shapes. Students are greeted right away with a song they have heard before and will likely be able to sing. Even if they are in a new environment, visiting students can quickly feel at ease. For students who attend each week, this repetitive activity creates a sense of security and stability that toddlers need.
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Using the Letters and Number posters (trp), introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. How many gods are there? Students hold up one finger. One. There is one God. Repeat this question randomly throughout the lesson so students can practice holding up one finger and answering, “One God.” 

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: W. The letter W is for woman, wheel, wrench, and warthog. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. 

One of these is in our Bible story today. One of these helped the preacher. Do you think it was the woman, the wheel, the wrench, or the warthog? Hand out crayons; have students circle the woman and then color the letter and pictures. As students color, stimulate conversation about the pictures.  

Opening Activity: Pick-Up Straws
The opening activity presents an opportunity for toddlers to interact with their environment and each other. It helps visiting students become more at ease with new surroundings and new friends. This activity keeps learning fun and exciting, just the way toddlers like it, and it prepares students for the Bible lesson and Life Application to come.
In today’s Bible story, we will learn that the preacher went to visit a woman and her son. When he got there, the woman was outside picking up sticks. We are going to pick up pretend sticks. Show the colorful straws. Play a simplified version of Pick-Up Sticks. Drop the straws haphazardly on the table or floor. Have students take turns picking up the color you name.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Hungry Bellies
Who gets hungry? 

What does your belly do when you are hungry? . . . It growls. Rub your belly. Can you make a growling belly sound? 

Who takes care of you when you are hungry? 

God does not want us to have hungry bellies, so He sends people to take care of us. Today we will hear a story about three hungry people. God did not want them to have hungry bellies, so He took care of them and made sure they had food.
Bible Lesson: The Widow Woman Feeds Elijah (I Kings 17:8–16)
Set aside pictures 1–6 to be used in lesson 2. This lesson only uses pictures 1—3.
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” 

Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. Our story today is about a preacher named Elijah.
Show Picture 1: Elijah camped by the brook. Every day, God sent birds to bring Elijah food. Every day, Elijah drank water from the brook. Then one day Elijah went to get a drink, and there was no water in the brook. Poor Elijah—what was he going to do?

God told Elijah, “Do not worry. I have told a widow woman to take care of you. Go to her house.” 

Elijah did what God said. Elijah walked and walked until he found the woman. 

Show Picture 2: She was picking up sticks to build a fire. Elijah said, “Will you please give me a drink?” 

She said, “Yes, I will.” 

Then Elijah said, “I am so hungry. Will you please give me some bread too?”

The woman said, “I only have enough bread for me and my son. That is all the food I have.” 

Elijah said, “If you will give me bread first, God will take care of you.” 

The woman obeyed the preacher. She did what Elijah said and gave him her bread.

Show Picture 3: God blessed the woman for taking care of the preacher. That means God took care of the woman. God made sure the woman, her son, and Elijah always had food. God takes care of His people.
Repeat the story. Then allow students to hold the pictures and encourage them to tell as much of the story as they can recall. 

Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· Whom did God tell to take care of Elijah? A widow woman
· What did Elijah ask her to give him? A drink and bread
· Who took care of the widow, her son, and Elijah? God
· Who takes care of you and me? God
Apply and Act

Life Application: I know God takes care of me.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: O. The letter O is for oil, owl, and olive. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. 

What did the woman put in her cake: oil, owls, or olives? . . . Oil. Let’s fill the mixing bowl with oil. Hand out crayons and help students draw lines from the oil to the bowl. After each line they draw, students say, “God takes care of me.” Jesus took care of the woman, and Jesus will take care of you too. As students color, identify ways God takes care of them. 

Prayer: Thank You for Caring
Jesus takes care of you, (point at and name each student). Let’s thank Jesus for taking good care of us. Have students raise their hands and repeat your prayer. 

Thank You, Jesus, . . . for caring for me . . .

And for giving me . . . people who love me.

Help me learn . . . to care for others.

In Jesus’ name . . . amen.
Let’s clap our hands and worship Jesus.

Snack Break: The Widow Woman’s Bread
Toddlers enjoy helping. Snack time is a wonderful opportunity to assign students special tasks. Ask helpers to set out plates, napkins, cups, and to distribute snacks, if appropriate. When finished eating, encourage students to help clean up, giving some damp cloths to wipe the table and chairs.
Have students prepare for and pray over snack. God told the widow woman to share her bread with Elijah. I have some bread to share with you. God takes care of us, and we take care of each other. Break off pieces of bread for students and serve water.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 1 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 1  (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Send home the cover of the activity paper, showing parents that the back contains the memory work posters for the entire quarter. Encourage them to post it at home and go over the memory work with their child.
· Use the child information forms (dr) to get contact information from parents. This will be used to establish a home connection throughout the quarter. 

EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 
Worship and the Word
Worship
Teach students the words and motions to the following suggested songs.

· “God Takes Care of Me (Moses Song)” posted on YouTube by Natalie Teo 

· “The Raven’s Wings” posted on YouTube by Hebron Outreach (This video only contains words and music with no vocals, so practice singing the words with the motions.)

The raven’s wings went flap, flap, flap,
flap arms

As down to the river they flew.
swoop down

They carried meat; they carried bread,
form beak with fingers

As God had told them to.
nod

A little widow woman came picking up sticks,
pretend to pick up sticks

As Elijah passed that way.
walk fingers

She made him a cake of oil and meal, 
stir with hand

That never would pass away.
shake head

God’s Word will never fail,
hold up Bible

Never fail, never fail.
shake head

God’s Word will never fail,
hold up Bible

No, No, No.
shake head vigorously
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 1 Bible Verse: “Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).
From the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you.

Shhh! Listen. What do you hear? . . . Do you know what God hears? Call each student’s name as you say: God hears (Morgan) and (April) and (Lucas).

Hear me,
cup hand behind right ear
O Lord,
point up

hear me.
cup hand behind left ear
Unit 1 Bible Words: My God hears me.
From the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you.
Shhh! Listen. What do you hear? . . . Do you know what God hears? Call each student’s name as you say: God hears (Morgan) and (April) and (Lucas).

My God,
point up
hears
cup hand behind left ear
me.

point at self
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: We Can Cook
The widow woman took care of Elijah by sharing her food with him. Bring out the kitchen toys. Students pretend to cook and serve one another. They take turns being the cook and the guests.
Option 2: We Read about God  

Gather students for story time. (If you have enough cardboard or toy cars, let students sit in them for story time.) Show the book(s) you will read about God’s care such as:
· All Day Long, God Loves Me by Mikal Keefer 
· Everywhere I Go, God Is with Me by Mikal Keefer
· Thank You, God, for Blessing Me by Max Lucado
· Jesus Is with Me by Joni Walker
Option 3: We See God Cares
Pass around a hand mirror. The class calls the student holding the mirror by name, saying, “Thank You, God, for taking care of (Franco).”
Option 4: What Do You Like to Eat?
God takes good care of His people. He gives us food and water. What is your favorite food?

Distribute paper plates and crayons. Encourage students to draw their favorite foods on the plates. Have students take turns explaining their drawings to their classmates and talking about why they like these foods. 

Elijah’s favorite food was probably fresh baked bread. What do you think he told the widow when she gave him bread to eat?
Option 5: W is for Walk, Walk, Sit, Shout
Place chairs in a circle facing outward. As music plays, students walk around the chairs. When the music stops, they quickly sit down in the chair closest to them and shout, “God takes care of me!”
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet.
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