
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 6
God Honors the Widow’s Obedience 
The Widow Woman Obeys
 Week of July 12, 2020
Unit 2

Elisha
Unit Bible Verse

“Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Unit Bible Words 

I want more of God’s Spirit.
Scripture Text

II Kings 4:1–7
Bible Point 

God takes care of people who obey Him.
Life Application

I will obey God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr), reward/motivational stickers
Activity Paper: Add letters Y and S to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 6 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). (Y words: lady, baby, bunny, and puppy; S words: grass, glass, dress, and cross). Hide six sticks around the room.
Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Opening Activity: No supplies needed
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Create a water play station from a clear, shallow plastic container of water. Put it on a large beach towel. Create a separate sand play station from a clear, shallow plastic container of playground sand. Put it on a plastic tablecloth. Stock each station with various-sized plastic items for pouring (e.g., measuring cups, food jars, water bottles, pill bottles, spice bottles, scoops, etc.). Both stations need funnels. You will also need towels and wet wipes.
Bible Lesson: Hide empty jars and bottles around the room. (Students will fill them with water.) Fill a small container with oil and secure the lid. 

Bible, 2 coats from lesson 5, shawl, pitcher of water, towel
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), crayons
Prayer: No supplies needed

Snack Break: Goldfish crackers, cups (2 per student), water, napkins, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, copy the lesson 6 hc devotion (dr). 

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Various children’s instruments; suggested songs: “Trust and Obey” by Lyn Alejandrino Hopkins, “O-B-E-D-I-E-N-C-E”
Memory Work: Unit 2 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr), “God’s Spirit” plates from lesson 5
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Jars and bottles, 2 coats, and shawl from Bible Lesson; play money; any other supplies desired to create a marketplace
Option 2: Book suggestions: Story of the widow and the oil from an age-appropriate children’s Bible; books about obedience (e.g., A Children’s Book about Disobeying by Joy Berry).
Option 3: Using the sand and water containers from Access Prior Experience, mix the water and sand until you achieve beach sand consistency and are able to form the sand. Provide sandcastle forms. Consider having a container of water and towels nearby to wash students’ hands when they finish.
Option 4: To determine how long it will take during class, consider making a bottle ahead of time according to the directions on page 40. If class time is short, you may choose to make them all ahead of time and merely distribute them to students. 

New water bottles (1 per student), duct tape, glitter, sequins, beads, food coloring, large plastic container, towels
Option 5: Children’s songs about obedience
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 4:1–7. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

The Word is full of instructions that lead and guide us throughout life. God honors our obedience to His Word by taking care of us in our times of need. Simply put, our blessings come from obedience.
To You as a Teacher

As adults, we spend the majority of our lives obeying rules and laws. For example, we rarely question traffic rules because we know they are for our benefit. While obeying these rules and laws are important, how much more important it is to obey God. As a result, biblical obedience yields eternal payoffs.
To Your Students

Kids are always being asked to obey, especially the littlest of kids—the toddlers. Obedience might not be their favorite subject, but this is an opportunity to show them how obedience is actually a good thing. Even grown-ups need to obey, and everyone should obey God. 

Obedience to God results in good things from God. He blesses and takes care of people who follow His instructions. Help students discover the rewards of obedience, particularly obedience to God, His Word, and His preachers.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Super Obedience
As students arrive, collect the offering and let students add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

Give students random tasks, such as retrieving something for you, moving something from one position in the room to another, or relaying a message to a classmate. Each time a student obeys, give that student a reward sticker.

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God takes care
point up
of people
cross hands over chest
who obey Him.
point up
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. 
Have students hold up six fingers and repeat, “Five, six, pick up sticks.” Have students search the room for six sticks and bring them to you. Count the sticks together and repeat the phrase.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: Y. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. These words don’t start with the letter Y. Where is the letter Y? . . . It’s at the end. 

There is a secret word at the bottom of the paper. It also ends with a Y. We need to trace the missing letters to find out what the word is. Hand out crayons and assist students in tracing the letters. The secret word is obey. Say, “Obey.” 

Today’s Bible story is about someone who obeyed. Look at the pictures. Do you think our Bible story is going to be about a puppy, a bunny, a baby, or a lady who obeyed God? . . . A lady. Have students circle the lady.
Opening Activity: S Is for Students Say
Play a game of reverse “Mother May I?” Ask students if you may do something. For example, “(Student’s name), may I sit down . . . say hallelujah . . . give you a hug . . . clap my hands?” Call on a different student each time. Regardless of whether the student says yes or no, you say, “I will obey.” 

Did you know that grown-ups need to obey? . . . We do. Today we are going to hear a Bible story about a grown-up lady who obeyed God. And God took care of her because she obeyed Him.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Pouring
Demonstrate how to pour from one container to another and how to use a funnel to pour into a small-mouthed container. Let students have plenty of time to practice. As they work, praise their persistence. 

Encourage students to try different containers and materials. Talk about the sounds the liquid makes as it is poured from one container to another. Note the weight of the containers as they are emptied and filled. (Be sure to keep the dry and wet pouring materials separated to prevent creating mud and clogging containers.) 

Bible Lesson: The Widow Woman Obeys (II Kings 4:1–7)
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” 
Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. Our story is about a woman who was sad because her husband had died. She was a widow woman. Select a student to be the woman. Put a shawl on this student. This widow woman did not have any money. She needed money for food. So she asked the preacher Elisha for help. Select a student to be Elisha. Put two coats on this student. 

Elisha knew God could help the widow woman, but she needed to do something first. Elisha asked, “Do you have any oil in your house?” 

She said, “I am poor and only have one little jar of oil.” Have the widow woman hold up the small container of oil. 

Elisha said, “You must listen to me very carefully and follow my instructions. If you obey me, then God will answer your prayers.” Elisha told the widow woman, “Get all the empty bottles you can find and bring them to me.” Have students help the widow woman search for containers around the room and bring them to the table.

The woman brought all the empty bottles she could find. Elisha said, “Close the door and tell your sons to come help you.” Tell students they will be the sons and help their mom obey the preacher. Elisha said, “Pour the oil from your little bottle into every empty bottle you found.” 

Do you think the widow woman and her sons obeyed? . . . Yes, they obeyed the preacher. Let students take turns pouring water into the containers. The widow woman and her sons kept pouring and pouring and pouring until all the bottles were full. She obeyed the preacher, even when she didn’t understand. Because she obeyed, God showed her a miracle.

Elisha said, “Take this oil into town and sell it. You will have enough money to feed your family.” She obeyed again, and God answered her prayer. Have students clap.

God wants to take care of us and help us, but God needs us to obey Him, obey the Bible, and obey the preachers. Have students say, “I will obey.”
Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· Why did the widow woman need money? For food; to feed her family 

· What did she have in her little bottle? Oil
· What happened when she poured her oil into empty bottles? They filled up.
· Was the widow woman happy she obeyed God? Yes
· Are you happy to obey God? Yes
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will obey God.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: S. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. 

These words don’t start with the letter S. Where is the letter S? . . . It’s at the end. 

How many Ss do you see at the end of each word? . . . Two. Hand out crayons and instruct students to circle each double S. 

Another word that ends with double S is bless. God likes to bless people who obey Him. Say, “I will obey God.” 

·  As students color the pictures, remind them how God blessed the widow woman when she obeyed. Identify ways God blesses us when we obey Him.
Prayer: Help Me Obey
It makes God happy when we obey Him. Let’s ask Jesus to help us to obey what He says. Have students repeat your prayer. 

Thank You, Jesus . . . for blessing me.

I want to . . . obey You.

Please help me . . . do what You say.

In Jesus’ name, amen.
Snack Break: Fill My Cups
Have students prepare for and pray over snack. Place two cups in front of each student. Fill one with just a few goldfish and one with just a small amount of water. Tell students they may ask for more and you will give them a refill. Each refill should be as small of an amount as before. 

Compare this to the widow woman who kept filling the empty pots. You will keep filling the cups until students are full.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of the unit 2 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 6 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· During the week pray for your students and their families. Text parents to let them know you called their family members’ names in prayer. 

EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Distribute instruments and allow students to worship exuberantly to the suggested songs. Every now and then, stop singing and tell students to switch instruments. If they do, congratulate them on obeying. 

· “Trust and Obey” by Lyn Alejandro Hopkins

· “O-B-E-D-I-E-N-C-E”

As you collect the instruments, ask each student: Will you obey God? . . . Me too.
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 2 Bible Verse: “Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Using the unit 2 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 

Place the “God’s Spirit” plates on the table. Take two plates and hold them on your head as you repeat the verse. Have students take turns holding two plates on their head and saying the verse with you. Then have all students hold two plates on their head and recite the verse together, doubly loud.
Retain the plates for use in lessons 7 and 8.

Unit 2 Bible Words: I want more of God’s Spirit.
Using the unit 2 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 
Place the “God’s Spirit” plates on the table. Take two plates and hold them on your head as you repeat the verse. Have students take turns holding two plates on their head and saying the verse with you. Then have all students hold two plates on their head and recite the verse together, doubly loud.
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: Oil for Sale
Set up a marketplace with the bottles and jars from the Bible lesson. Have students take turns being Elisha with the two coats, the widow woman with the shawl, the sons with the bottles and jars of oil, and customers with play money.

·  As students play, have them recall the story of how the widow had so much oil to sell at the market.
Option 2: Sit and Obey Story Time  

Tell students to sit down in a circle, criss-cross applesauce style. Teach them the following short chant with motions. 

Criss (put left hand on left knee and right hand on right knee)
Cross (cross hands so left hand is on right knee and right hand is on left knee)
Apple (back to original position of hands on knees)

Sauce (clap hands and repeat)
You did a good job of obeying. Read about the story of the widow and the oil from an age-appropriate children’s Bible. Let’s read a book about obeying and see if others did a good job obeying like you. Read a book about obedience such as A Children’s Book about Disobeying by Joy Berry.
Option 3: Sandcastles
Allow students to use the various supplies to build sandcastles. Show students how to fill the sandcastle forms, pack the sand, and dump it out. If they are willing to obey your directions, they should be able to build a castle. When we obey God’s directions in the Bible, we should be able to see the beautiful castles He is building for us in Heaven.
Option 4: Beautifully Full Bottles
1. Open the water bottles and tell students to take one drink out of them. 

2. Let students take turns holding their bottle over the large plastic container and telling you what to add. They may choose any or all of the items you brought. Be careful not to add too much food coloring or you will not be able to see anything in the water.

3. Once a student’s bottle is complete, put the lid on and seal it tightly with duct tape.

4. As they work on the bottles, ask students what they would think if you did not obey them. Would they be happy if you did not add what they wanted? 

God is happy when we obey Him. When we obey God, He takes care of us. God fills our lives with beautiful things, just like we filled these bottles with beautiful things. Say, “I will obey God.” 

Option 5: Musical Obedience
Play a variation of musical chairs. Students march around the room listening to a song about obedience, like “Trust and Obey.” When the music stops, students throw their hands up in funnel formation and shout, “I obey God.” Continue as time and interest permit.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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