
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 7
God Honors Elisha’s Instructions 
Elisha’s Instructions Help Naaman
 Week of July 19, 2020
Unit 2

Elisha
Unit Bible Verse

“Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Unit Bible Words 

I want more of God’s Spirit.
Scripture Text

II Kings 5:1–14
Bible Point 

God uses preachers to help me.
Life Application

I listen to my pastor.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Print a picture of your pastor and mount it on the wall at students’ eye level.

Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Add letters N and X to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 7 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). 

Activity papers (page 1), tiny adhesive bandages
Opening Activity: Pack a large box with things a preacher might need when preaching (e.g., microphone, Bible, necktie, jacket, bottle of oil, handkerchief, water bottle, etc.). Also include items that preachers would not typically need when preaching (e.g., children’s books, toys, soda bottle, dog bone, ball, etc.). 

Small rolling suitcase
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Fun-looking children’s adhesive bandages
Bible Lesson: Bible, child’s toy soldier helmet and sword, red dot stickers, suitcase of preacher’s items from Opening Activity, child’s bath robe, envelope containing Elisha’s letter (trp) (dr), brown tablecloth
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), bottles of glue, blue and brown tissue paper, picture of your pastor from Welcome
Prayer: No supplies needed

Snack Break: Prepare snack baggies of homemade trail mix (e.g., pretzels, cereal Os, raisins, marshmallows, goldfish crackers, etc.). Fill each student’s bag with seven of each item. 

Water, plates, napkins, cups, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, copy the lesson 7 hc devotion (dr). 

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Various children’s instruments; suggested songs: “Naaman the Leper” by Shelby Williams
Memory Work: Unit 2 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr), “God’s Spirit” plates from lesson 5
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Props from Bible Lesson
Option 2: Brown tablecloth from Bible Lesson; book suggestions: story of Naaman from an age-appropriate children’s Bible; books about following instructions (e.g., Teach Your Dragon to Follow Instructions by Steve Herman)
Option 3: Container of water, bars of soap, red dot stickers, towels
Option 4: Brown tablecloth from Bible Lesson, beanbags 

Option 5: No supplies needed
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 5:1–14. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

The Bible provides numerous examples of God using a preacher to give instruction to His people. Sometimes this is done via mass communication with a message from the pulpit. Other times God might speak through our pastors during a private counseling session or an after-service conversation. Still, God uses His preachers to instruct His people.
To You as a Teacher

Sometimes, when a pastor or preacher speaks to us, we recognize the words as coming from God. When this happens, we must choose to obey, even when the advice seems unusual. Everything God does is intended for our benefit, and He will use preachers to speak into our situations to help us.
To Your Students

Pastors are so important. God gives us pastors to help us. It is never too early to teach this to children. Through the story of Elisha and Naaman, children can easily see that preachers are here to help. God talks to preachers and gives them messages for us. Following the preacher’s instructions will result in good things. Even the youngest students can grasp that concept. Help your students learn their pastor’s name and help foster a love between them and their pastor.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Introducing Your Pastor
As students arrive, collect the offering and let students add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

Show students the picture of your pastor.
· Do you know who this is?

Acquaint students with your pastor’s name. Ask them what they know of your pastor. Share a few fun facts about your pastor (e.g., your pastor’s family member’s names, if your pastor has pets, what instruments your pastor plays, the foods your pastor likes). 

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God
point up
uses preachers
point to your pastor’s picture
to help me.
point to self
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. 
Have students hold up seven fingers and repeat, “Six, seven, let’s go to Heaven.” Then have students march around the room with hands raised, repeating the phrase.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: N. The letter N is for a man named Naaman. Naaman had sores all over his body, and they would not go away. We will hear about Naaman’s sores in our Bible story today. 

God sent a preacher to help Naaman. Let’s help Naaman cover his sores with bandages. Assist students in opening and applying the bandages to cover Naaman’s sores.
Opening Activity: Pack for the Preacher
Place the box of items on one side of the room and the empty suitcase on the other. Instruct students to look in the box and take out any items they think a preacher might need to preach. Then they place those items in the suitcase. When they are finished packing, students work together to zip up the suitcase and roll it to you. 

Put the suitcase on the table and inspect the items. Talk about how the preacher might use the items. If there is an item the preacher would not typically use for preaching, take it out of the suitcase.

Thank you for helping pack this suitcase with everything the preacher needs for a trip. That was very helpful of you. And preachers are very helpful to us. Do you know why? . . . Because preachers tell us what God says and what God likes and how we can act nice. Say, “God uses preachers to help me.”
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Boo-Boos
Have a boo-boo (and bug bite) show and tell. Let students choose a special bandage to cover their boo-boos and bites. Then pray sincerely that God would help their boo-boos and bites be healed. 

God cares about all our sores. He can heal our bodies from big boo-boos to small bug bites. Today our Bible story is about a man with a lot of boo-boos. God cared about his boo-boos and took away every one of them. 

Bible Lesson: Elisha’s Instructions Help Naaman (II Kings 5:1–14)
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” 
Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. Our story begins with a man named Naaman. Naaman was a captain of a big army. Dress a student as Naaman in a toy helmet and sword. Naaman was a powerful man. Have the student show his muscles. 

Naaman was also very sick. Naaman had a terrible disease called leprosy. This disease gave him red sores all over his body. Have students put red stickers on Naaman’s face and arms. Naaman did not know what to do, so he called on God’s preacher Elisha to help him. Dress a student as Elisha in some of the clothes and props from the suitcase. Stand this student some distance from Naaman. 

Elisha sent his servant with instructions for Naaman. Put a robe on a student to be the servant. Give Elisha the envelope to hand to the servant. Instruct the servant to hand the envelope to Naaman. Naaman shows Elisha’s letter (trp) (dr) to the class. 

Elisha’s instructions were for Naaman to wash in the Jordan River seven times. How many times? Help students count to seven. The preacher said seven times, but Naaman did not want to do that because the Jordan River was dirty. 

Naaman’s servants told him to listen to the preacher. God talks to the preacher; then the preacher talks to us. That’s why we should do what the preacher says. Naaman decided to listen to the preacher. Naaman followed Elisha’s instructions. He went to the dirty Jordan River. 

Bring out the brown tablecloth and lay it on the floor in front of Naaman. Have Naaman dip down as you fluff the tablecloth over his head and count off the dips. Naaman dipped down one time. He came back up out of the water and looked at his body. He wasn’t healed. He dipped down a second time. He still had sores. He dipped a third time, and a fourth time, and a fifth time, and a sixth time. Do you think he was healed? . . . No. He had to follow the preacher’s instructions. The preacher said to dip seven times. 

Naaman dipped the seventh time. And what do you think happened to the sores? . . . They went away. Have students pick all the stickers off Naaman. Yay! Naaman listened to the preacher. Naaman followed the preacher’s instructions, and God healed him.
Our pastor is like Elisha. Our pastor tells us God’s instructions. Say, “I will obey my pastor.” 

Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· What was wrong with Naaman? He was sick, had sores, had leprosy.
· Who did Naaman go to for help? Elisha; preacher
· What were the preacher’s instructions? Dip in the Jordan River seven times.
· Did Naaman obey the preacher? Yes
· Did God heal Naaman? Yes
· Is God happy when we obey our pastor? Yes
Apply and Act

Life Application: I listen to my pastor.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: X. The letter X is in the Jordan River because that is the spot where Elisha told Naaman to dip in the water. Have students tear pieces of blue and brown tissue paper and glue them to the river. Then set the papers aside to dry. 

Naaman dipped in the river right where God’s preacher said to. Naaman followed the preacher’s instructions, and Naaman was healed. It is good to listen to the preacher. 

Who is our preacher? Point to your pastor’s picture and remind students of your pastor’s name. It’s good to listen to our pastor. Say, “I listen to my pastor.
Prayer: Help Me Obey My Pastor
It makes God happy when we listen to our pastor. God talks to our pastor; then our pastor talks to us. God helps us when we obey the people He chooses to lead us. Have students repeat your prayer. 

Thank You, Jesus . . . for my pastor.

Please help me . . . always listen...and obey . . . what pastor says.

In Jesus’ name, amen.
Snack Break: Snacking in Sevens
Have students prepare for and pray over snack. Have students open their bags and dump their contents onto plates. Ask them to sort and count the different snack items. How many of each food do you have? . . . Seven. That’s how many times the preacher Elisha told Naaman to dip in the Jordan River. 
· As students eat, talk about why Naaman did not want to obey at first. Ask students to tell what happened after he obeyed the preacher.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of the unit 2 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 7 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· Try to contact each student’s parents this week to give a good report about the student. Many times parents only receive negative reports about their children, so this unexpected praise report is likely to brighten their day.
EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Distribute instruments and allow students to worship exuberantly to “Naaman the Leper” by Shelby Williams. 

As you collect the instruments, ask each student: Are you glad God sends preachers to help us? . . . Me too.
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 2 Bible Verse: “Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Using the unit 2 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 

Place the “God’s Spirit” plates on the table. Take two plates and hold them on your head as you repeat the verse. Have students take turns holding two plates on their head and saying the verse with you. Then have all students hold two plates on their head and recite the verse together, doubly loud.
Retain the plates for use in lesson 8.

Unit 2 Bible Words: I want more of God’s Spirit.
Using the unit 2 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 
Place the “God’s Spirit” plates on the table. Take two plates and hold them on your head as you repeat the verse. Have students take turns holding two plates on their head and saying the verse with you. Then have all students hold two plates on their head and recite the verse together, doubly loud.
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: Tell It Again . . . and Again . . . and Again
Allow students to use the Bible story props to reenact the story of Naaman. Make sure they take turns being the main characters.
Option 2: Story Time at the Jordan River
Spread out the brown tablecloth and let students sit around the Jordan River for story time. Read the story of Naaman from an age-appropriate children’s Bible.

Show the book(s) you will read about following instructions. Remind students of story time instructions: keep hands to yourself and listen quietly. 

· Teach Your Dragon to Follow Instructions by Steve Herman
Option 3: Clear Instructions and Clean Hands
Set the container of water on a large towel. Ask students what Naaman had all over his body. Put red stickers on students’ hands. Give students bars of soap and instruct them to wash their hands in the water. Tell them to wash until the sores/stickers come off in the water. When their hands come out clean, dry them with a towel and have students shout, “God healed me.” 

· Remind students that Naaman followed the preacher’s instructions, and God healed him of all his sores. I want to follow our pastor’s instructions. Do you?
Option 4: No More Sores
Play a game of beanbag toss. Stretch the brown tablecloth out on the floor on one side of the classroom. Allow students to take turns tossing beanbags onto the tablecloth. Remind students how Naaman left all his sores in the river when God completely healed him. 

Option 5: Preacher Says
Play a game of Preacher Says. This will be like Simon Says with the catch that each instruction must be performed seven times. Count aloud as students carry out the instructions.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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