
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 13
God’s Kingdom
Review
 Week of August 30, 2020
Unit 1 Bible Verse

“Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).
Unit 1 Bible Words 

My God hears me.
Unit 2 Bible Verse

“Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Unit 2 Bible Words 

I want more of God’s Spirit.
Unit 3 Bible Verse

“Keep his commandments” (II Chronicles 34:31).
Unit 3 Bible Words 

Do what God says.
Bible Point 

God loves me.
Life Application

I love God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: For each student, cut out a set of 4-inch hearts from three different colors of construction paper. On one color, write GOD on both sides. On one color, write LOVES on one side and LOVE on the other. On one color, write ME on one side and I on the other. Spread the hearts all over the classroom.
Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Add letters Q and I to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 1 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). 

Activity papers (page 1), crayons, quilt
Opening Activity: Soft, medium-sized teddy bear
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: No supplies needed
Bible Lesson: See the review customization note in the margin on page 77. Gather props for the stories you intend to review. Props could include the following: 

1–2: shawl, bowl of muffin bites (1 per student), baseball cap, coat

3: royal robe

4: grapes

5: 2 coats

6: shawl, bottle of oil (tightly sealed), 2 baseball caps, 2 empty bottles

7: red dot stickers, brown tablecloth

8: red dot stickers for 4 students, bowl of crackers

9: royal robe, empty basket, play money, trash, trash can

10: royal robe, toy soldiers (1 per student), blocks

11: royal robe, Bible

12: royal robe
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), glue, colorful tissue paper 
Prayer: No supplies needed
Snack Break: Vanilla ice cream, bowls, sprinkle toppings, plastic spoons, water, napkins, cups, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: No supplies needed 

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Provide various children’s instruments and sing favorite songs from the quarter.
Memory Work: Teddy bear from Opening Activity, all unit posters (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Bible costumes, props, and pictures from lessons 1–12
Option 2: Read Bible stories from the quarter from an age-appropriate children’s Bible, or read some of students’ favorite books from lessons 1–12. Provide sheets for making a tent.
Option 3: Alphabet blocks
Option 4: Print out a set of the Bible art coloring pages (dr) for each student. Assemble a Bible art coloring book for each student by stapling the pages together with pieces of construction paper for the front and back covers. Personalize the books by gluing a coloring book cover page (dr) to the front of each book. Students will need crayons.
Option 5: Mix playground sand and water until you get a beach-sand consistency moldable enough to make sandcastles. Put the sand into a large, shallow plastic container.

Plastic tablecloth, plastic cups or measuring cups, scoops, damp cloths, hand towels
Teacher Devotional
The review lesson is a good time to review your own work. Begin with a review of lesson material.
· Were you well prepared each week? 

· Were all supplies gathered and in order for easy distribution?

· Did you know the Bible story well enough to teach without reading from the book?

· Did you hold students’ attention? Keep in mind that toddlers have short attention spans of about two to three minutes, so constant movement and new directions are critical. 

· Was your body language animated and your voice enthusiastic, creating an atmosphere of excitement and discovery for students?

· What activities worked and which ones did not?

· What can you do differently next quarter to make things flow more smoothly? 

Now review interactions in the class.

· Did teachers and assistants work in harmony, stepping up to help when needed?

· How did you and the staff react to unexpected situations, parent separation anxiety, and tantrums?

· Did students play together well? Did you see progress, even if not perfection?

· How did students interact with you during Bible lesson time?

· Did you stimulate conversation, even if you were doing most of the asking and answering? 

· How can you and other teachers facilitate positive interactions within the classroom for smoother class time next quarter?

Finally, review your family connections.

· Did you send home the Home Connection each week and encourage parents to use it?

· Did you contact absentees?

· Did you contact new students and guests?

· Have you had positive and encouraging conversations with all parents at least once during the quarter regarding their children?

· What can you do to improve the family connection between your class (you) and your students’ families?

Pray always, asking God to direct your path and order your steps. You are laying foundations that are critical to each student’s relationship with God. Help your students learn and love to live for God.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: God Loves Me
As students arrive, collect the offering and students can add the final soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

Students may take their attendance charts home today. 

Have students collect one heart of each color and bring them to the table. Help students tape their hearts, side by side, so one side reads “God loves me” and the other side reads “I love God.” Instruct students to point to their hearts as they recite the Bible Point: God loves me. Then turn the hearts over and recite the Life Application: I love God.
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day. 
Review numbers one through twelve. Have students call out numbers as you move the arrow on the poster. Ask students if they want to move the arrow and name the numbers. End by asking students how many gods there are. Make sure everyone can hold up one finger and say one God. What is God’s name? . . . Jesus.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: Q. The letter Q is for quilt. Show your quilt. Explain how it is made from many different pieces of material sewn together to form one big blanket called a quilt. Let students touch it, feel the different fabrics, and run their fingers along the seams.

Point out the quilt on students’ papers. Hand out crayons and allow students to color their quilts any way they want. Once finished, have students show their quilts. How beautiful! Your quilts are all different, but they are all beautiful. I love them all. We are like quilts. We are all different, and God loves us all. Say, “God loves me.”
Opening Activity: Toss the Teddy
Sit in a circle with students. Say a Life Application (below) and then toss the teddy bear to a student. The student repeats you and then tosses the bear back to you. Continue until every student has had the bear at least once. Life Applications include:

I know God takes care of me.

I know God hears my pastor’s prayers.

I know God has power.

I will be good.

I will follow God.

I will obey God.

I listen to my pastor.

I will trust God.

I will give to God. 

I will seek God.

I will do what the Bible says.

I will keep God’s Word.

I love God.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Love
Engage students in a conversation about people they love. Note that toddlers know more about love and showing love than they are able to eloquently express. To them, actions speak louder than words. Ask who gives them hugs, smiles at them, reads bedtime stories to them, cooks food for them, brings them to church, and prays for them. 

God loves you, and He puts lots of different people in your life to love you. God put me in your life, and I love you. God put all these friends in your class, and your friends love you. Take a moment and give hugs to all students. Let them give hugs to one another too. 

Bible Lesson: God’s Kingdom
Customize the review by only acting out the stories you want to cover or by stopping the review any time students’ attention spans require it.

God loves us and He loves when we read the Bible. We read a lot of different Bible stories this summer. Let’s see if you remember them.

Unit 1: Elijah
Lesson 1: Select students to play the widow woman (wears shawl and holds bowl of muffin bites), her son (wears baseball cap), and Elisha (wears coat). The widow woman and her son were hungry. They only had supplies for one cake, but the preacher Elijah asked her to give him the cake. Did the widow obey the preacher? . . . Yes. Direct Elijah to take a bite from the bowl. God honored the woman’s obedience and made sure she had enough food for herself and her son too. Let all students take a muffin bite from the bowl.

Lesson 2: One day the son became sick. Instruct son to lay down. His mother remembered that God listened to Elijah’s prayers, so she asked Elijah to pray. Have Elijah lay hands on the boy and pray. Did God answer the preacher’s prayer? . . . Yes. Direct the boy to sit up. Have students lift their hands and say, “Thank You, Jesus.” The widow and son may rejoin the class. 

Lesson 3: Select a student to play King Ahab (royal robe). Elijah served the one true God. Say, “One true God.” King Ahab did not serve God. Tell King Ahab, “That’s bad.” Elijah asked God to show all the prophets of Baal that the one true God has all the power. What did God send from the sky to show He has all the power? . . . Fire. Say, “God has all power.”
Lesson 4: King Ahab still did not do what God wanted. He was not nice. Show the grapes. He wanted to take away someone else’s things. Tell King Ahab, “That’s bad.” Ahab thought no one would know the mean things he did. Did God see? . . . Yes. Say, “God sees everything.” 
Unit 2: Elisha
Lesson 5: Select students to play Elijah (coat) and Elisha (coat). Elijah taught Elisha about God. Elisha wanted to know more about God, so Elisha followed Elijah and saw when he went to Heaven. What fell down from the sky when Elijah went to Heaven? . . . His coat. Have Elijah take off his coat and give it to Elisha. Elisha had a double portion of God’s Spirit. Say, “I want more of God.” Elijah may sit down. 

Lesson 6: Select a student to be the widow woman (shawl and oil bottle) and her sons (baseball caps and empty bottles). The widow woman and her sons were hungry, but they had no money for food. Elisha told the woman to gather empty bottles and then get her little bottle of oil and start filling the empty bottles. Have the woman and sons act like they are filling the bottles (without opening the oil bottle lid). She obeyed the preacher. What happened to all the empty bottles? . . . God filled them. Say, “God took care of them.” The woman and sons may sit down. 

Lesson 7: Select a student to be Naaman (red stickers). Naaman was sick with leprosy. He had sores all over his body. Elisha told Naaman that God would heal him if he would wash in the Jordan River seven times. Naaman obeyed the preacher’s instructions. Have students help you raise the brown tablecloth over Naaman seven times. What happened to Naaman’s sores? . . . They went away. Say, “God healed him.” Elisha may sit down. 

Lesson 8: Select four students to be lepers (red stickers). God saw His people trapped in a city surrounded by a big army. Four lepers decided to sneak into the enemy’s camp to find food. Have students act like they are sneaking around the room searching for food. Did they find food? . . . Yes. Give the lepers a bowl of crackers. God sent the army away, and everyone ate until they were full. Have the lepers distribute crackers to students. Elisha and lepers may be seated.

Unit 3: Exile
Lesson 9: Select a student to be King Joash (royal robe and basket). Give all other students play money. Toss some trash on the floor. King Joash loved God and did not want God’s house to be dirty. The people cleaned God’s house. Have some students pick up the trash and throw it away. Then the people gave money to fix God’s house. Give students money to put in the basket. God blessed the people for giving. What is God’s house? . . . The church. Say, “I love my church.” 

Lesson 10: Have Joash give the royal robe to another student to play King Uzziah. Give all other students toy soldiers. King Uzziah loved God and God’s people and God’s animals. To protect the people, he built tall towers and put soldiers all around. Give Uzziah blocks to build a tower and have students place toy soldiers around it. Was God happy that King Uzziah loved His people? . . . Yes.
Lesson 11: Have Uzziah give the royal robe to another student to play King Josiah. King Josiah found a special book when he cleaned God’s house. What book did he find? . . . The Bible. Give Josiah a Bible and have him pretend to read it. Josiah read the Book and found out they were not doing what the Bible said. Say, “That’s not good.” God was not happy and said people would be in trouble if they did not obey. The people promised to obey the Bible. Say, “I obey the Bible.”
Lesson 12: Have Josiah give the royal robe to another student to play King Nebuchadnezzar. King Nebuchadnezzar was a mean king. He did not love God. God warned the people they would be in trouble if they did not obey the Bible, but they didn’t listen to God or the preacher. Say, “Oh no.” King Nebuchadnezzar’s army destroyed the town. Have students fall on the ground. But God still loved His people, even though they disobeyed. Have students sit up and say, “God always loves me.”
Apply and Act

Life Application: I love God.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: I. The letter I is for “I love God.” Have students point to their papers as they recite the Life Application. Assist them in using glue to “write” the letter I inside the letter on their pages. Then students tear and wad small pieces of tissue paper to stick to their letters. Repeat this for the heart and the letters in the word God. Then set papers aside to dry.
Prayer: I Love Jesus
God loves us. Let’s thank Him for His love and tell Him we love Him too. Have students repeat your prayer. 

Thank You, Jesus, . . . for loving me . . . and for people . . . who love me.
Help me always . . . love You.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
If you mean that, lift your hands and worship Jesus. Say, “I love You, Jesus.”
Snack Break: I Is for Ice Cream
Have students prepare for and pray over snack. Teach students the ice cream chant:

I scream; you scream; we all scream for ice cream.

Scream if you love ice cream. Scream if you love God. Scream if God loves you.

Distribute ice cream and spoons. Offer sprinkles. 

·  As students eat, ask them how they know God loves them and why they love God.
Home Connection

· There is no calendar or devotion this week. Send home attendance and memory charts. 

· Consider getting together with teachers from other classes and putting together a PowerPoint containing photos of all the fun students had this quarter. Post it on social media (with parents’ permission) or show it to your congregation.

· As you decorate for the next quarter, share your photos with parents on social media. Ask them to share the photos with their children to get them excited for next week’s class. (Also share the photos with us at “Word Aflame Toddler Curriculum Teachers.”)
EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Sing favorite songs from the quarter. Let students select instruments and worship exuberantly. As you collect the instruments, ask each student: Do you love God? . . . Me too.
Memory Work
There is no sticker spot for today’s lesson. Students may take their memory charts (trp) home today. Be sure to tell parents what a good job their children did learning God’s Word.
For each unit’s Bible Verse and Bible Words, select a different helper to hold the teddy bear. Have the helper use the bear to teach the memory work to the other students. Rather than repeating the teacher, students will repeat the bear. Assist as needed.
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: Free-Play Role-Play
Show students all the costumes, props, and pictures from the quarter. Encourage them to dress up and act out the stories or just play as the Bible characters. Do not direct their play; however, provide them with names and ideas for interactions.
Option 2: Tent Time Story Time
Allow students to take turns “reading” their favorite books from the quarter. Let them create a tent and read inside of it.
Option 3: Alphabet Blocks
Present the alphabet blocks. 

· Review letters. 

· Recall Bible characters whose names begin with the letters (Ahab, Elijah, Huldah, Naboth, and so on) or particular key words from the stories (Bible, fire, grape garden, leprosy, oil, and so on). 

· Have students count blocks to review numbers. 

Allow students to build whatever they want. As they work, ask questions about what they are building. Without telling them what to build, offer suggestions based on the quarters’ Bible stories.
Option 4: Bible Art Coloring Book
Help students write their names on their coloring book cover pages (dr) (or scribble in the general area). Then let them color any of the Bible art coloring pages (dr) they want. 

· As students work, ask simple questions (suggestions in the margins of each lesson) to reinforce the Bible stories in students’ minds.  

Option 5: Hands-on Sand Review
Show students how to make different things from the sand:

· The cake the widow woman made for Elisha (make dirt balls)
· Water wells King Uzziah dug for the animals (make depressions in the sand)
· The walls around the city (pinch the sand together to form a ring)
· The Jordan River (drag fingers in a wiggly pattern through the sand)
· God’s house (make a sandcastle)
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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