
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 5

God Honors Elisha’s Persistence 
Elisha Receives Double
 Week of July 5, 2020
Unit 2

Elisha
Unit Bible Verse

“Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Unit Bible Words 

I want more of God’s Spirit.
Scripture Text

II Kings 2:1–11
Bible Point 

God wants me to seek Him.
Life Application

I will follow God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Fill a large box with coats (or button-down shirts). Provide one per student.

Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Add letters G and E to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 5 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). (G words: glue, globe, gloves, gift, and glasses; E word: Elisha)

Place the following items around the room: a bottle of glue, a globe, a pair of gloves, a wrapped gift, and eye glasses.)

Activity papers (page 1), star stickers (5 per student)
Opening Activity: On paper plates write: God’s Spirit (2 per student and 2 for you). Hide all students’ plates around the room.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Game of Memory, plates from Opening Activity
Bible Lesson: 2 coats, 2 Bibles, blue tablecloth 
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), crayons, glue, small strips of fabric, scissors
Prayer: No supplies needed

Snack Break: Pack a healthy snack in a picnic basket. 

Blue tablecloth from Bible Lesson, plates, napkins, cups, water, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For new students, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, copy the lesson 5 hc devotion (dr). 

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Various children’s instruments; suggested songs: “Double Double” by Uche Agu, “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
Memory Work: Unit 2 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr), plates from Opening Activity
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Props from Bible Lesson
Option 2: Blue tablecloth from Bible Lesson; book suggestions: Elijah passing his mantle to Elisha from an age-appropriate children’s Bible; books about following the leader (e.g., Follow the Leader by Emma Clark; Follow the Leader by Miela Ford; Follow That Map by Scot Ritchie; Carol Beth Learns about Following Jesus by Eugene Chamberlain)
Option 3: Fill a large clear tub with uncooked rice and small-sized items (e.g., erasers, bouncy balls, toy soldiers). Be sure the items are not too small as to cause a choking hazard.
Option 4: Paper (1 sheet per student), pencils, crayons, marker
Option 5: No supplies needed
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 2:1–11. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

When we walk closely with our pastor, God promises to bless us. If we follow our leadership with unwavering faith and persistence, God will honor our prayers and work by doubling our efforts.
To You as a Teacher

Do not confuse belief in God for following God. When we follow God, we are submissive to His will and His ways. When we commit to following God, we intentionally submit to the leadership He has placed over us. When we do this, God promises to bless our ministries.
To Your Students

“More, more.” If you spend any length of time around small children, especially during snack time, you will hear that little word repeated over and over. When toddlers find something they like, they want more and are not afraid to ask over and over and over again. 

Toddlers know persistence, whether they realize it or not. Elisha wanted more of God, and he knew who to follow to make sure he received more. Help your students understand that, as we seek God and follow God, He gives us more and more of His Spirit.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Coat Box
As students arrive, collect the offering and let students add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

Show the box of coats or shirts. Tell students they may choose one from the box and put it on to wear throughout the lesson.

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God wants 
point up
me to 
point to self
seek Him.
walk in place
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
In addition to presenting biblical characters and connections to the Bible story, the activity paper presents something familiar to toddlers: letters and numbers. Students are greeted right away with a song they have heard before and will likely be able to sing. Even if they are in a new environment, visiting students can quickly feel at ease. For students who attend each week, this repetitive activity creates a sense of security and stability that toddlers need.

Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. 
Have students hold up five fingers and repeat, 

Four, five, give a high five.
give high fives 

Four, five, give a low five.
give low fives 

Repeat the phrases and actions.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: G. The letter G is for glue, globe, gloves, gift, and glasses. Say the words together; then count the pictures. 

We have five pictures. These five things are hidden around our room. Can you show me where they are? Have students add a star sticker to their papers next to each object they find. Every student will receive a sticker for every item, even if someone else found it first. 
Seeking these items was fun. Seeking God is fun too. God always wants us to seek more of Him. 

Today we will hear a story about a man who was seeking more of God. This man knew he would find more of God if he followed his teacher. 

Say, “I want more of God.” Say, “I will follow God.”

Opening Activity: Seek God’s Spirit
The opening activity presents an opportunity for toddlers to interact with their environment and each other. It helps visiting students become more at ease with new surroundings and new friends. This activity keeps learning fun and exciting, just the way toddlers like it, and it prepares students for the Bible lesson and Life Application to come.
Show students your plates. Tell them the plates say: God’s Spirit. God’s Spirit is all around us, but we must seek it to find it. More of these plates are all around us, but you must seek and find them. Instruct students to each find two plates. They are to come and sit at the table with their plates after they find two.

Praise students for following your directions. How many plates do you have? . . . Two. You have two plates that say God’s Spirit. That is a double portion because you have two. Say, “Double is two.”
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Doubles
Have students sit at the table with their plates from Opening Activity. Spread the pairs of Memory pictures face up across the center of the table. Instruct students to find doubles. Remind them that doubles means two of the same thing. Students may select any pictures they want and place them on their plates, but they must have the same pictures (matching) on both of their plates. If one student has a picture that another student needs, teach those students to ask kindly or to trade nicely. 

Good job. You found doubles. Today’s Bible story is about a man who received double (two) coats and double of God’s Spirit. 

Bible Lesson: Elisha Receives Double (II Kings 2:1–11)
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” 
Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. Our story is about two men who have names that sound alike. Say, “Elijah and Elisha.” Don’t they sound alike? Elijah was the leader, and Elisha was the follower. Elisha followed his leader, Elijah. Elisha did what his leader did. Elisha wanted to be just like his leader.
Choose students to be Elijah and Elisha by putting coats on them. Have Elijah perform a few simple movements like flapping his arms, squatting down, and hopping. Have Elisha copy the movements. 

Elisha learned about God from his leader. Give Elijah two Bibles and instruct him to give one to Elisha. 

When it was time for Elijah to go be with God in Heaven, Elisha followed him even closer. Have Elijah lead Elisha around the room as you continue to talk. Elisha followed Elijah everywhere. Elisha followed his leader because he wanted to know double, or two times as much, about God as Elijah. 

One day they came to a river. Lay out a blue tablecloth. Have Elijah and Elisha stand beside it. Elijah took off his coat and hit the water with it. Instruct Elijah to do that. Then roll back the tablecloth. The water moved out of the way. Elijah and Elisha both walked through. Have them walk through. Then put the tablecloth back. 

Elijah asked his student, Elisha, what he wanted. Elisha said he wanted to know God double, or two times as much, as his leader. Elijah told his student how to receive double of God’s Spirit. 

Then suddenly God took Elijah to Heaven in a big whirlwind with chariots and horses of fire. Have Elijah twirl around and hide behind your back. 

Elisha saw his leader leave. Then he saw something falling down from the sky. It was Elijah’s coat; Elisha caught it. Take off Elijah’s coat and drop it down for Elisha to catch it. 

To get back home, Elisha used Elijah’s coat to part the waters. Repeat the process with the tablecloth. Elisha put on Elijah’s coat. Now he had a double portion of God’s Spirit. 

Elisha didn’t stop following Elijah until he got what he wanted. He wanted more of God. We can follow our pastor and teachers and the Bible, and we can have more and more of God’s Spirit too. 

Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· Who was the leader? Elijah
· Who was the student? Elisha
· What happened to the water when Elijah’s coat hit it? It moved out of the way.
· What happened to Elijah’s coat when he went to Heaven? It fell down on Elisha.

· Did Elisha get more of God when he kept following? Yes
· Can we get more of God when we keep following? Yes
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will follow God.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: E. The letter E is for Elisha and his double portion. Elisha had double coats, so how many coats did Elisha have? . . . Two. I want to be like Elisha and always follow God. Do you? . . . Say, “I will follow God.”

Hand out crayons. Allow students to color the picture. Assist them in gluing strips of fabric to the coats. Set papers aside to dry.
Prayer: Help Me Follow
Elisha stayed close to Elijah. We can stay close to Jesus by talking to Him every day. We talk to Jesus by praying. Instruct students to bow their heads, fold their hands, and repeat your prayer. 

Dear Jesus, . . . I love You.

I want to . . . learn about You.

Please help me . . . always follow You.

In Jesus’ name, amen.
Snack Break: Picnic by the Riverside
Toddlers enjoy helping. Snack time is a wonderful opportunity to assign students special tasks. Ask helpers to set out plates, napkins, and cups and to distribute snacks, if appropriate. When finished eating, encourage students to help clean up, giving some damp cloths to wipe the table and chairs.
Have students prepare for and pray over snack. Lay out the blue tablecloth and have a picnic by the riverside. As students eat, stimulate discussion. Ask whether they have ever been on a picnic, where it was, and what they ate. Consider if Elijah and Elisha picnicked by the riverside and what foods might have been in their picnic basket.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of the unit 2 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 5 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Whether via a social media post, an email, or a text, send parents a link to the song “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” so they can sing it with their children this week. 

EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Distribute instruments and allow students to worship exuberantly to “Double Double” by Uche Agu and “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus.” Lead a victory march around the room. 

As you collect the instruments, ask each student: Will you follow Jesus? . . . Me too.
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 2 Bible Verse: “Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Using the unit 2 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you. Take two “God’s Spirit” plates from the table and hold them on your head as you repeat the verse. Have students take turns holding two plates on their head and saying the verse with you. Then have all students hold two plates on their head and recite the verse together, doubly loud.
Retain the plates for use in lessons 6–8.
Unit 2 Bible Words: I want more of God’s Spirit.
Using the unit 2 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you. Take two “God’s Spirit” plates from the table and hold them on your head as you repeat the words. Have students take turns holding two plates on their head and saying the words with you. Then have all students hold two plates on their head and recite the words together, doubly loud.
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: Elijah and Elisha Double Take
Have students reenact the Bible story using the props. Allow everyone a turn playing the parts of the main characters.
Option 2: Follow a Friend to Story Time   

It is fun to follow God with our friends. Have students find a friend and hold hands as they follow you to the reading area. Lay the blue tablecloth on the ground and read stories by the riverside. Read about Elijah passing his mantle to Elisha from an age-appropriate children’s Bible. 

Show the book(s) about leaders that you will read. Remind students to listen for the word follow. When they hear it, they say, “I follow God.” Suggested books include:
· Follow the Leader by Emma Chichester Clark
· Follow the Leader by Miela Ford
· Follow That Map by Scot Ritchie
· Carol Beth Learns about Following Jesus by Eugene Chamberlain
Option 3: Good Things Inside
Let students take turns digging for tiny treasures in the rice. As they dig, stimulate conversation about not giving up, keeping on digging, and trying to find different items. 

Once all the items are found, replace them and play additional rounds as time and interest permit. We find good things when we look for them. God honors those who look for Him.
Option 4: God-Following Feet
Trace each student’s footprints onto a sheet of paper. Allow students to color them. 

At the top of each paper, write: (Student’s name) follows God.
· God is everywhere. We can follow God everywhere we go. Help students name places they walk (e.g., park, store, church, home, grandma’s house). After each place is named, have students say, “I follow God in (the place).” 

Option 5: Follow to Learn
Play follow-the-leader. Take turns allowing students to be the leader Elijah. Everyone else will be Elisha, following however Elijah leads.
· Elisha followed Elijah because he wanted to learn more about God. Who can you follow if you want to learn more about God?
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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