
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 9
Joash Repairs God’s House 
Four Lepers Find Food
 Week of August 2, 2020
Unit 3

Exile
Unit Bible Verse

“Keep his commandments” (II Chronicles 34:31).
Unit Bible Words 

Do what God says.
Scripture Text

II Kings 11:1–3, 12; 12:1–14

II Chronicles 24:1–14
Bible Point 

God blesses what I give to Him.
Life Application

I will give to God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Before class, create a “mess” in the classroom that students can help put back into order easily.
Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Add letters C and H to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 9 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). (C words: car, cracker, cup, crayon, and coat; H words: house, hammer, hose, and hot dog)
Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Opening Activity: Bring cleaning supplies (e.g., dust cloths, brooms, dust pans). You will also need a camera.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Cleaning supplies from Opening Activity
Bible Lesson: Cut out the King Joash Bible story figures (trp) (dr), Crumple up slips of paper to be sprinkled about as a mess. You will also need a Bible.
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), crayons
Prayer: Provide play money or real coins for each student.

Offering can, camera
Snack Break: Crackers, small cookies, carrot sticks, apple slices, water, plates, napkins, cups, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For each student, copy the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 9 hc devotion (dr). 

Pictures of children cleaning in Opening Activity and giving during Prayer section

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Learn the songs and motions as described on page 56.
Memory Work: Unit 3 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr), Bible
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: King Joash Bible story figures (trp) (dr) and crumpled paper from Bible Lesson
Option 2: Book suggestions: Story of Joash repairing the Temple from an age-appropriate children’s Bible; books about giving (e.g., The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein)
Option 3: Blocks, toy construction tools
Option 4: Blank white paper (1 per student), unwrapped crayons, play coins
Option 5: 2 baskets, play money
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 11:1–3, 12; 12:1–14; II Chronicles 24:1–14. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

The principle of blessings can be seen consistently in the Word of God. God blesses both the offerings and those who give offerings to His work. While He has does not require our physical resources, He certainly responds to the sacrifices we make in serving Him.
To You as a Teacher

Everyone wants into your pocketbook. Businesses, charities, thieves, friends, family, and even the church are constantly seeking your money. When should you give and when should you refuse? Out of all of the places to spend, an offering to the Lord is hands-down the best investment. We certainly do not give to receive, but when we give, we receive. You will never regret an investment in God’s Kingdom.
To Your Students

The toddler creed states, “What’s mine is mine and what’s yours is mine.” Toddlers have a bad reputation for being possessive, not sharing, and acting selfishly. However, if you spend any length of time with young children, you will find them to be quite generous and loving. Toddlers want to please. They want to help. Present your students with opportunities to help within the classroom and to give to their classmates. Use this lesson to show students how they can care for God’s house and give to God right now.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Messy Classroom
As students arrive, point out that the classroom is messy. What has happened to our classroom? It is a mess. Have students clear only the things they need to so you can collect the offering and students can add an attendance sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

The remainder of the mess will be cleaned during Opening Activity.

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God blesses
point up
what I give 
hands over chest
to Him.
extend hands outward
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
In addition to presenting biblical characters and connections to the Bible story, the activity paper presents something familiar to toddlers: letters and numbers. Students are greeted right away with a song they have heard before and will likely be able to sing. Even if they are in a new environment, visiting students can quickly feel at ease. For students who attend each week, this repetitive activity creates a sense of security and stability that toddlers need.

Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. 
Have students hold up nine fingers and repeat, “Eight, nine, get in line.” Call out one student and have all others line up behind that student. Repeat the phrase, calling out a different student each time to be the line leader.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: C. The letter C is for car, cracker, cup, crayon, and coat. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. Hand out crayons.

· Have students circle the items that can get dirty and can be cleaned (car, cup, and coat). 

· Have students put an X through the items that do not get cleaned (cracker and crayon). 

Students may color the pictures.
Opening Activity: Clean Up, Clean Up
The opening activity presents an opportunity for toddlers to interact with their environment and each other. It helps visiting students become more at ease with new surroundings and new friends. This activity keeps learning fun and exciting, just the way toddlers like it, and it prepares students for the Bible lesson and Life Application to come.
We do not want our classroom to be messy. Can you help me clean the room?

Give students cleaning supplies and encourage them to help you clean. As they work, sing “The Clean Up Song.” Be very enthusiastic about cleaning the room. Take a picture of each student helping clean up so you can text the picture to that student’s parents. (See Home Connection on page 56.)

We did it. We got our classroom cleaned.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Cleaning Supplies
Ask students to identify the various cleaning supplies you brought to class. Do you have any of these at your house? Who uses these things? 

If I want these cleaning supplies, I have to buy them at the store. I need money to buy these things. Today’s Bible story is about a place that had not been cleaned for a long time. A boy named Joash wanted to clean it, but he needed money to buy cleaning supplies. 

Bible Lesson: God’s House Is Repaired (II Kings 11:1–3, 12; 12:1–14; II Chronicles 24:1–14)
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. 

Our story is about a special boy named Joash. Show King Joash (trp) (dr). He was only seven years old. He was the king of Israel. Joash had a good teacher who helped him be a good king. Place the priest (trp) (dr) next to Joash. The teacher had been helping Joash all his life. 

King Joash loved God. He loved God’s house. God’s house is the church. Our church is God’s house. Joash wanted to give good things to God’s house, but Joash saw that God’s house was dirty. It was a mess. No one had cleaned the church in a long, long time. Spread the crumpled paper to look messy. 

King Joash wanted to fix God’s house, so he had the preacher place a chest in God’s house. Place the chest (trp) (dr) by the mess. It had a hole in it for people to put money in it. Compare this to your classroom offering container. The money would help Joash fix God’s house. 

Guess what happened? Everyone brought money. Soon they could fix God’s house. Take the chest away. 

King Joash told the workers what to do. Place the workers (trp) (dr) in the mess. The workers listened and worked hard. They cleaned and fixed God’s house. Pick up all the mess. God’s house was clean and beautiful. 

Then everyone came to church to worship God. Clap hands excitedly. God was happy King Joash wanted to clean the church. God was happy the people gave money to help the church. God blessed King Joash and all the people of Israel because they gave to God’s house.
Repeat the story, allowing students to place the stand-up figures.

Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· Who was Joash? The king
· What did King Joash want to do? Clean and fix God’s house
· What did the people of Israel do? Give money/offering
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will give to God.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: H. The letter H is for house, hammer, hose, and hot dog. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. 

What did King Joash want to clean up?...God’s house. Say, “H is for house.” 

What can we use to build a house: a hammer, a hose, or a hot dog? . . . A hammer. Hand out crayons. Circle the hammer. 

As students color their pictures, talk about how Joash needed money to buy supplies to fix God’s house. People gave money to fix God’s house. Say, “I will give to God.”
Prayer: Bless My Giving
Give each student a piece of play money or a real coin. What can we do with this money? Talk with students about how money is used to buy food, clothes, toys, medicine, and so on. Jesus uses our money to help us tell others about Him. 

Let students give the money in the offering can. Take a picture of each student giving so you can text the picture to the student’s parents. (See Home Connection below.)

Lead students in this echo prayer. 

Thank You, Jesus, . . . that I can give . . . to You.
Please use . . . this money . . . for Your church.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
Snack Break: H Is for Happy Helpers
Toddlers enjoy helping. Snack time is a wonderful opportunity to assign students special tasks. Ask helpers to set out plates, napkins, and cups and to distribute snacks, if appropriate. When finished eating, encourage students to help clean up, giving some damp cloths to wipe the table and chairs.

Have students prepare for and pray over snack. Try to find a task for each student: distributing plates, napkins, cups, crackers, cookies, carrots, and apples. As students eat, stimulate conversation about how we were able to fix a good snack because everyone gave something—everyone helped. We can give to our friends, and we can give to God. Say, “I like to give.”
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one yet, send home a copy of the unit 3 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 9 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Text parents the pictures of their children cleaning and giving in the offering. Explain that Joash and the people were able to repair and clean up God’s house because they were willing to give. Toddlers can give to God too.
EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Teach the motions to “Ten Little Children,” sung to the tune of “Ten Little Indians.” Repeat the song a few times so students can learn to sing along.

1 little, 2 little, 3 little children,

4 little, 5 little, 6 little children,

7 little, 8 little, 9 little children,

10 little children give to Jesus.
Next teach the song, “If You’re Happy and You Know It (Give to Jesus),” sung to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It (Clap Your Hands).”

If you’re happy and you know it, give to Jesus.

If you’re happy and you know it, give to Jesus.

If you’re happy and you know it, then your smile will really show it.

If you’re happy and you know it, give to Jesus.

Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 3 Bible Verse: “Keep his commandments” (II Chronicles 34:31).
Using the unit 3 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 

Where do we find God’s commandments? Show students your Bible. Here is where we read God’s commandments. When we do what the Bible says, we are keeping God’s commandments. Let each student hold the Bible and say the Bible Verse.
Unit 3 Bible Words: Do what God says.
Using the unit 3 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 
Where do we find what God says? Show students your Bible. Here is where we read what God says. When we do what the Bible says, we are doing what God says. Let each student hold the Bible and say the Bible Words.
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: Cleaning and Repairing Role-Playing
Let students use the King Joash Bible story figures (trp) (dr) and the crumpled paper to retell the Bible story. We can take care of God’s house, just like King Joash did.
Option 2: Give Me Giving Stories
Read the story of Joash repairing the Temple from an age-appropriate children’s Bible. Then show the book(s) you will read about giving, such as The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. Remind students of the Life Application: I will give to God. Each time they hear the word give, they are to say, “I will give to God.”
Option 3: Construction Workers
Give each student a small pile of blocks. Set out toy construction tools. Let students build and construct what they want. Admire their work and encourage them to tell you what they are building. Show them how to pretend to use the tools to make repairs to their buildings. 

· King Joash wanted to repair God’s house. What do we do at God’s house?
Option 4: Coin Rubbings
Give each student a sheet of white paper and play coins. Show them how to place the paper over the coins and rub the unwrapped crayons over them to make coin rubbings. Let them make several coin rubbings on their papers. What do we see on our papers? We can give to Jesus.  

Option 5: Giving Relay
Have a relay race using play money. Place two baskets at one end of the room. Form two groups of students and point out which basket each group is to put their money in. Give each child a piece of play money. Model for students how to walk from their group to the basket, put the money in it, and walk back to their group. Then start the game by saying, “Go.” 

The group who gets all their money in the basket first wins. Thank you for giving to God. The money you give helps God’s house. Our church is God’s house. I like God’s house. Say, “I will give to God.”
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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