
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 8
God Takes Care of the People 
Four Lepers Find Food
 Week of July 26, 2020
Unit 2

Elisha
Unit Bible Verse

“Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Unit Bible Words 

I want more of God’s Spirit.
Scripture Text

II Kings 7:3–16
Bible Point 

God will take care of me.
Life Application

I will trust God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Clear the center of the room so students can form a circular wall of boxes. This setup will be used throughout the lesson.
Attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr), many medium and large cardboard boxes (remove any staples holding them together; replace with tape)
Activity Paper: Add letters L and J to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 8 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). (L words: wall, ball, waterfall, and shell; J words: jelly beans, jalapeño, juice, Jell-O, and jam)
Activity papers (page 1), tiny adhesive bandages
Opening Activity: Crayons, glue sticks, various shapes of construction paper cutouts, boxes from Welcome
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Provide sheets or tablecloths and any other materials needed to make a tent in one corner of the room outside of the circle of boxes.

Food boxes or fake food
Bible Lesson: Circle of boxes from Opening Activity, tent filled with food from Access Prior Experience, Chariots and Horses sound effect (dr), Red dot stickers
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), crayons
Prayer: No supplies needed

Snack Break: Tent and box wall from Bible Lesson; Jell-O cups, juice boxes, spoons, napkins, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: To prepare students for next week, copy the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). From this week’s lesson, copy the Lesson 8 hc devotion (dr). 

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Make an opening in the box wall so students can march through and around the city.

Various children’s instruments; suggested songs: “Surrounded (Fight My Battles),” “God Will Take Care of You,” “Enemy’s Camp”
Memory Work: Unit 2 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr), “God’s Spirit” plates from lesson 5
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Props from Bible Lesson
Option 2: Boxes from Bible Lesson; book suggestions: story of the Lord providing for His people (II Kings 7:3–16) from an age-appropriate Bible; books about God taking care of us (e.g., Where Is God by Agnes and Salem de Bezenac; God Takes Care of Me by Dandi Daley Mackall)
Option 3: Boxes from Bible Lesson
Option 4: Boxes from Bible Lesson
Option 5: Put these items in a box: water bottle, food, money, blanket, pillow, empty medicine container, adhesive bandage, and Bible.
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 7:3–16. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

God loves His people. He can take what we see as insurmountable circumstances and provide for us in ways we can’t even comprehend. He takes care of us because we are His own.
To You as a Teacher

Doubting comes easy when circumstances do not look like they favor us. However, faith comes into play when we trust that God is always in control, no matter how it appears. We must have enough faith to completely trust in God. His ways are greater than ours, and He always takes care of us.
To Your Students

Although toddlers do not realize it, they know a lot about trust. Young children with dependable caregivers trust without question. In a healthy scenario, they do not wake up and wonder if someone will be there for them. They do not cry for food and fear there is none. They do not worry about having a roof over their heads or sleeping on a soft bed. They completely trust their caregivers to provide whatever they require, to meet their need before they even know they have a need. That is how God wants them to trust Him. Help your toddlers discover that God takes care of us.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: Let the Building Begin
As students arrive, collect the offering and let students add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

Show students the boxes. Ask them to help you use the boxes to make a circle in the center of the room. This will serve as the wall around the city for the Bible story. Make sure there is enough room for students to sit inside the circle and that students will be able to see over the wall.

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God will
point up
Take care
hug self

of me.
point to self
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. 
Have students hold up eight fingers and repeat, “Six, seven, eight...don’t be late.” Then have students run in place. Repeat the phrase and action.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: L. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. These words do not start with the letter L. Where is the letter L? . . . It’s at the end. How many Ls are at the end of each word? . . . Two.

Our Bible story today is about a city. There were many, many people in this city. The city was surrounded by something to protect it. Do you think the city was surrounded by walls, balls, waterfalls, or shells? 

Hand out crayons and have students circle the wall. Then help students color inside the L, using different colors to create a rainbow L.
Opening Activity: Decorate the Boxes
Gather at the box wall. These boxes are now a wall. This wall is part of our story today, but I think this wall would look so nice if we colored it and decorated it. 
Let students color all over the boxes. Show them how to use the glue sticks to glue construction paper shapes to the boxes. Praise students for a good job of decorating. Allow a few minutes for students to enjoy creative time together before moving on in the lesson.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Tents
Ask students if they ever make tents out of sheets at home or if they play under the covers on their beds. 

Assist students in making a tent in one corner of the classroom, outside of the wall of boxes. Students may use sheets, tablecloths, chairs, tables, or any of the other materials you provided. Let them stock the tent with the food boxes or fake food. This is a great tent. We are going to need it for our Bible story today. 

Bible Lesson: Four Lepers Find Food (II Kings 7:3–16)
Let students sit inside the circle of boxes. Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” Show where today’s story is in the Bible. Our story today is about a city that was surrounded by a big wall. Do you see all these boxes around us? . . . This is like the wall; let’s pretend we are sitting inside the city. 

Oh no! The city was surrounded by a big, bad army. See that tent over there? That is where the army was. The people were trapped inside the city. The big, bad army would not let any food get inside the city for the people. 

Because of the big, bad army, the people in the city ran out of food. They were so hungry. Students rub their bellies and say, “We’re hungry.” But they could not go outside the wall to find food because of the big, bad army. 

That’s when Elisha came to the people and told them, “God will take care of you. By this time tomorrow, you will have plenty of food.” Have students repeat, “God will take care of you.” The people did not really believe Elisha. The army was big and bad, and it did not look like the army was going anywhere.

Meanwhile four men lived just outside the wall. Stand four students outside the wall. These men were lepers; they had sores all over their bodies. Put red stickers on the four students’ arms and faces. They were hungry too. Have students rub their bellies and say, “We’re hungry.” 

These four lepers said, “If we stay here, we will die of hunger. Let’s go surrender to the big, bad army. Who knows? If they capture us, maybe they will feed us. If they kill us, we are going to die anyway.”

· Is this a good idea? Let students answer.

· Do you remember what Elisha said to the hungry people? “God will take care of you. By this time tomorrow, you will have plenty of food.”
Send the four students to the tent. When the four lepers got to the army’s tent, they were surprised. The soldiers were gone, and they had left all their food. Where did the army go? Why did they leave all their food? 

What the people did not know is God was at work taking care of His people. Play the Chariots and Horses sound effect (dr). During the night God sent a sound of horses and chariots, so the big, bad army thought they were being attacked. They ran for their lives and left behind all of their food. Without a fight, God got rid of the enemy so His people could be safe and have food.
The hungry men ate until they could not eat any more. Students act like they are gobbling down food. They were so full. The four students rub their bellies and say, “We’re full.” 

The four lepers suddenly realized something. The people in the city still thought the big, bad army was out there, and they were all still hungry. Have students in the city rub their bellies and say, “We’re still hungry.”

So the four lepers went to the city. They told the people, “Come see what we found. The army is gone, and they left all their food.” 

The people said, “Did God really chase away the big, bad army? Let’s go check it out.” Have students leave the city and go to the tent. Yes! God did what the preacher Elisha said He would do. God took care of His people. The people were happy God took care of them. Have students shout, dance, and clap to God.

Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· What were two things surrounding the city? A wall and an army/enemy
· What did the people need? Food
· Where did the four lepers decide to go for food? The army/enemy; the tent
· Who took care of the people by getting rid of the army and providing food? God
· Who takes care of us? God
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will trust God.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: J. The letter J is for jelly beans, jalapeño, juice, Jell-O, and jam. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. Which of these foods do you like to eat? Distribute crayons and let students color the pictures. As they color, stimulate discussion.

· What flavor of jelly beans do you like?

· What kind of juice do you drink at home?

· Do you eat jam on biscuits or toast?

· What flavor of jam do you like?

· What is your favorite color of Jell-O?

I am getting hungry talking about all this food. The people in our Bible story were hungry. God said He would take care of them, and He did. They just needed to trust that God would do what He said. God always keeps His promises. You can trust Him. Say, “I will trust God.”
Prayer: Thank You for Caring
It makes God happy when we trust Him. He likes to take care of us. Let’s thank God for always taking good care of us. Have students repeat your prayer. 

Thank You, God . . . for loving me . . . and always . . . taking care of me.

Help me always . . . trust in You.

In Jesus’ name, amen.
Snack Break: J Is for Jell-O and Juice
Have students prepare for and pray over snack. Serve snack near the tent or in the city. Remind students of how God provided food when the people were hungry. As students eat, talk about the people God has placed in their lives to provide for them.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 3 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr) and lesson 8 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· With parental permission, call some of your students at random this week. (Little children love to talk on the phone, yet they rarely experience someone calling them.) Ask how their week is going and review their unit memory verses with them. Encourage them to keep working on them.
EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Distribute instruments and allow students to worship exuberantly as they march in, out, and around the city. Suggested songs include the following:
· “Surrounded (Fight My Battles)” 

· “God Will Take Care of You” 

· “Enemy’s Camp”

As you collect the instruments, ask each student: Do you trust God to take care of you? . . . Me too.
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 2 Bible Verse: “Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9).
Using the unit 2 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 

Place the “God’s Spirit” plates on the table. Take two plates and hold them on your head as you repeat the verse. Have students take turns holding two plates on their head and saying the verse with you. Then have all students hold two plates on their head and recite the verse together, doubly loud.
Unit 2 Bible Words: I want more of God’s Spirit.
Using the unit 2 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you. 
Place the “God’s Spirit” plates on the table. Take two plates and hold them on your head as you repeat the verse. Have students take turns holding two plates on their head and saying the verse with you. Then have all students hold two plates on their head and recite the verse together, doubly loud.
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: Tell Again How God Cares
Using the box wall and tent from the Bible Lesson, let students reenact and retell the story.

·  Evaluate students’ understanding with questions provided in the margin on page 50.
Option 2: In Boxes and Books
Let students sit inside boxes for story time. Read the story of the Lord providing for His people (II Kings 7:3–16) from an age-appropriate Bible.
Show the book(s) about God taking care of us, reminding students to listen for all the ways God cares for people. Suggested books include: 

· Where Is God by Agnes and Salem de Bezenac
· God Takes Care of Me by Dandi Daley Mackall
Option 3: Big Box Tower
Challenge students to stack the boxes as high as possible and knock them over. Repeat over and over, seeing how high students can build. 

· Talk about how God takes care of us. When we need help, God builds us back up, just like you built your tower again. We can trust God. Say, “I trust God.”
Option 4: Constructing and Deconstructing
Encourage students to interact with the boxes in a variety of ways. Stack the boxes. Sit in the boxes. Finally, try to take apart the boxes, tear off their flaps, and flatten them. (Check ahead of time and remove any staples holding boxes together.)

You are so strong. Do you know who is stronger than anyone? . . . God. God is strong and can take good care of us. We can trust our strong God. Say, “I trust God.” 

Option 5: Care Package
God always takes care of us. Let’s talk about things God uses to take care of us. 

Let students take turns pulling an item out of the box. Discuss how God or people He places in our lives use those things to take care of us.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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