
Word Aflame Toddler—Summer 2020
God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 4
God Sees Ahab’s Actions 
Naboth’s Vineyard
 Week of June 28, 2020
Unit 1

Elijah
Unit Bible Verse

“Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).

Unit Bible Words 

My God hears me.
Scripture Text

I Kings 21:1–24
Bible Point 

God sees everything.
Life Application

I will be good.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Binoculars, magnifying glasses, natural objects (e.g, bark, rocks, leaves, shells, feathers); attendance charts (ap) (dr), soap-bubble attendance stickers (trp) (dr)
Activity Paper: Add letters A and V to the Letters of the Day poster (trp) and point the arrow to 4 on the Number of the Day poster (trp). (A words: Ahab, alligator, ant, and ape; V words: vineyard, violin, vacuum, and van)

Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Opening Activity: Cut apart the Animal Behavior pictures (trp) (dr).

Binoculars, happy and sad face stickers (1 of each per student) (trp) (dr), Caught Being Good stickers (trp) (dr)
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Various colors of grapes (washed), Vineyard picture (trp) (dr)
Bible Lesson: Attach Naboth’s Vineyard faces (trp) (dr) to craft sticks to make stick puppets. You will also need a Bible. 
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 2), Letter of the Day poster (trp), crayons, trophy
Prayer: No supplies needed

Snack Break: Rewash grapes from Access Prior Knowledge, and cut grapes lengthwise (to prevent a choking hazard for small children). 

White grape juice, napkins, cups, damp cleaning cloths
Home Connection: For each student, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 4 hc devotion (dr). 

Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “O Be Careful Little Eyes,” “He Sees What You Do,” “Every Move I Make” 

Learn the words and motions printed in the worship section. Provide various children’s instruments. 

Memory Work: Bible, unit 1 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), memory repair stickers (trp) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Naboth’s Vineyard stick puppets from Bible Lesson; optional: print a set of Naboth’s Vineyard faces (dr) for each student, crayons, craft sticks, glue
Option 2: Book suggestions: Naboth’s vineyard from a children’s Bible; books about behavior (e.g., Good Behavior Board Books by Constructive Playthings; Please and Thank You Book by Richard Scarry; Being Nice to Others: A Book about Rudeness by Carolyn Larsen)
Option 3: Blocks 

Option 4: Cover the table for quick cleanup. 

Pans such as pie or cake pans (1 per student), sand, pan of water, paper towels
Option 5: No supplies needed
Teacher Devotional
Read Matthew I Kings 21:1–24. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

God sees everything we do—both the good and evil actions. Try as we may, there is no way to hide our actions from God. He has responded throughout the ages by rewarding those who do right and by punishing those who are against Him.
To You as a Teacher

I will start my day by making choices that please the Lord. As the day moves along into the evening and eventually into the night, I will continue to choose that which is good in God’s sight. I commit to please God by consistently making good choices.
To Your Students

Sometimes toddlers are aware someone is watching them, and they may act accordingly, displaying behavior in order to garner attention. Other times, they act in such a way that it is obvious they did not realize anyone was watching. They are startled. Perhaps they were doing something they should not or getting into something off limits. 

Although toddlers do not yet have an awareness that God is always watching, this lesson will help introduce that fact. God sees and watches over them. One day they will realize that. Today you can just introduce it in a fun and engaging way.
CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage
Welcome: What Do You See?
As students arrive, collect the offering and let students add a soap-bubble sticker (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). 

Give students an opportunity to look through the binoculars and use the magnifying glasses. Show them how to use the binoculars to see far away things more closely and the magnifying glasses to see close things in more detail.

Teach the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are comfortable with it.
God sees 
make hand binoculars over eyes
everything.
spin around
Activity Paper: Letters and Shape of the Day
Sing the alphabet song with students. Give high fives and verbal praise for a good job of singing. Then introduce the letters of the day followed by the number of the day. 
Have students hold up four fingers and repeat, 

Three, four, sit on the floor. Sit down. 

Three, four, stand once more. Stand up. 

Repeat the phrases and actions.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, show the first letter of the day: A. The letter A is for a man named Ahab, an alligator, an ant, and an ape. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. 

There are four pictures. Can you show me four fingers? One of these will be in our lesson today. Can you show me one finger? 

Do you think our Bible story will be about an alligator, an ant, an ape, or a man named Ahab? Hand out crayons. Have students circle Ahab and then color the pictures. 

Opening Activity: What Does God See?
God sees everything you do. God can see you from far away. Look through the binoculars at students. Even when you cannot see God, He sees you. He sees you, (student’s name), and keeps you safe. Repeat, using other students’ names. Compare God watching students to their family members watching to keep them safe.

When God sees us being good, it makes God happy. Give examples of good behavior (e.g., sharing toys with friends, saying please and thank you, throwing away our trash, and giving soft touches to our friends). Give each student a happy face sticker (trp) (dr).

When God sees us doing bad things, it makes God sad. Give examples of bad behavior (e.g., taking toys away from friends, throwing trash on the floor, and hitting our friends). Give each student a sad face sticker (trp) (dr).

Show the Animal Behavior pictures (trp) (dr). Help students decide whether the animals are doing good things or bad things and then attach the correct sticker (trp) (dr).

Throughout the class period, reward students for good behavior with a Caught Being Good sticker (trp) (dr). For example, when you see a student sharing, say, “God sees (student’s name) sharing,” and then give the student a sticker. Be generous in giving out stickers.
When correcting or rewarding children, remember to label behavior as good or bad, but do not label a child as good or bad. That slight difference in wording makes a huge difference in a child’s self-esteem and self-image.

Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Grapes
Let students handle the grapes. Stimulate discussion about the color, shape, size, texture, smell, and quantity of grapes. (Put the grapes away and tell students they will get to eat them after the story.)

Grapes grow on a vine. Show the Vineyard picture (trp) (dr). Today’s Bible story is about a man who had a garden where he grew grapes. A grape garden is called a vineyard. Say, “Vineyard.” 

Bible Lesson: Naboth’s Vineyard (I Kings 21:1–24)
Show your Bible. The Bible is God’s storybook. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E.” Show students where today’s story is in the Bible. This story comes from God’s Book. It is true.
Use the Naboth’s Vineyard stick puppets (trp) (dr) to illustrate the story. Naboth had a beautiful garden. Delicious grapes grew in his garden. His grape garden was called a vineyard. Say, “Vineyard.” 

King Ahab wanted Naboth’s grape garden. King Ahab told Naboth, “I want to buy your vineyard.” 

Naboth said, “No, I will not sell it.” 

That made King Ahab mad. He went to his room and pouted. Show me a pouty face.

Queen Jezebel said, “Do not pout, Ahab. I will get that grape garden for you. I will take that vineyard away from Naboth.” Say, “That’s not nice.” 

Jezebel was not a nice woman. She did very bad things. Evil Queen Jezebel stole Naboth’s garden and gave it to King Ahab. She said, “The vineyard is yours now.” Say, “That’s not nice.”

King Ahab stopped pouting. He sang, “I got what I wanted. I got what I wanted.” Then he went for a walk. Show me your walking feet.

Then Elijah, the preacher, came to meet King Ahab. Elijah said, “God is not happy. You are both in big trouble for taking Naboth’s vineyard away from him.” Elijah told King Ahab, “God saw what Queen Jezebel did. God sees you too.” Say, “God sees everything.”

Choose a few simple questions to reinforce the Bible story in students’ minds.
· What did King Ahab want? Naboth’s grape garden/vineyard
· When Naboth said, “No,” what did the king do? He pouted.
· What did Queen Jezebel do? She stole Naboth’s garden.
· What did Elijah tell the king? “God saw him and Queen Jezebel. God was not happy. They were in big trouble.”
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will be good.
Distribute activity papers. On the back page, show the second letter of the day: V. The letter V is for vineyard, violin, vacuum, and van. Have students point to the pictures and say the words. Which one of these things did King Ahab steal from Naboth? . . . The vineyard. Hand out crayons. Have students circle the vineyard. 

God was not happy that King Ahab and Queen Jezebel were not nice. They did something very bad. They took away Naboth’s grape garden. Naboth was good, and that made God happy. 

Do you want to be good? Say, “I will be good.” Students may color the pictures.
Prayer: Prayer Songs
Explain that sometimes we sing our prayers. Teach students the following prayer song to the tune of “The Wheels on the Bus.” Substitute the italicized words with other words (e.g., hearing, loving, helping, and blessing). Add motions. 

Thank You, Lord, for watching me, watching me, watching me

Thank You, Lord, for watching me, every day.
If you love Pastor (pastor’s name), clap your hands. Say, “I love Pastor (pastor’s name).”
Snack Break: V Is for Fruit of the Vine
Have students prepare for and pray over snack. Serve students the grapes only after the grapes have been washed again and cut in half lengthwise. Serve white grape juice. 

As students eat, recall the story of Naboth’s vineyard. Stimulate discussion about the different colors and sizes of grapes Naboth might have had in his vineyard.
Home Connection

· To prepare students for next week, send home a copy of the unit 2 (hc) calendar (trp) (dr). 
· Also send students home with a lesson 4 (hc) devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Text a picture of grapes to parents this week with a message to show it to their children. Ask them to recount the story of Ahab and Naboth’s vineyard (or grape garden). 

EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes) 

Worship and the Word
Worship
Sing “O Be Careful Little Eyes” with students.

Then teach the words and motions to “He Sees What You Do” (below). Repeat until students are comfortable with it. 

He sees what you do. (point up; then cup hands over eyes)
He hears what you say. (point up; then point at mouth)
My Lord is listening all the time, time, time. (cup hands around ears)
Distribute instruments and allow students to worship exuberantly to “Every Move I Make.” As you collect the instruments, ask each student: What does God see? . . . Everything.
Memory Work
At the completion of either method, allow participating students to place a memory smiley sticker (trp) on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Unit 1 Bible Verse: “Hear me, O Lord, hear me” (I Kings 18:37).
From the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Verse. Point at each word, including the reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you.

Shhh! Listen. What do you hear? . . . Do you know what God hears? Call each student’s name as you say: God hears (Morgan) and (April) and (Lucas).

Hear me,
cup hand behind right ear
O Lord,
point up

hear me.
cup hand behind left ear
Unit 1 Bible Words: My God hears me.
From the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show students the Bible Words. Point at each word, as you read it and have students repeat after you.

Shhh! Listen. What do you hear? . . . Do you know what God hears? Call each student’s name as you say: God hears (Morgan) and (April) and (Lucas).

My God,
point up
hears
cup hand behind left ear
me.

point at self
Reinforce and Review
This section offers a collection of lesson-related activity options to drive home the Bible Point and Life Application. Select the ones that best fit with your group and setting.
Option 1: Role-Play Nicely
Let students play with the Naboth’s Vineyard stick puppets (trp) (dr) from the Bible story. 

Who was the king? Where is Elijah? Who was good? Who was naughty? Whom did God see?
Option: A line art version of the faces is provided as a digital resource if you would like to let students color and make their own stick puppets.

Option 2: Very Good Stories  

Gather students around for story time. Read about Naboth’s vineyard from a children’s Bible.

Show the book(s) you will read about good and bad behavior. Stop at various points while reading the books when different behavior is described and ask students: Did God see that? Instruct students to answer, “God sees everything.” Suggested books include:
· Good Behavior Board Books by Constructive Playthings
· Please and Thank You Book by Richard Scarry
· Being Nice to Others: A Book about Rudeness by Carolyn Larsen
Option 3: Constructing a Vineyard
Instruct students to use blocks to build King Ahab and Queen Jezebel’s palace. Then have them build Naboth’s little house and vineyard.

·  As students build, talk about how Ahab and Jezebel were not doing good when they took something that belonged to Naboth. Identify good behavior, such as sharing, that God sees and likes.
Option 4: Good Sandy Fun
Give each student a pan of sand. Let them experience the texture. 

· Show them how to press their open palms into the sand and leave a print. Show them how to erase it. 

· Help them draw a happy face and sad face. 

· Draw letters, numbers, and shapes. 

I see what you are doing with the sand, and God sees too, so let’s be sure to keep the sand in the pan and keep our hands in our own pan. We want to be nice to our friends. We want God to see us doing good things. That makes God happy.

Keep a pan of water close for washing hands. 
Option 5: God Sees, You See
Play this revised version of I Spy. Use questions like these:

· God sees something (yellow, blue, tall, shiny, fuzzy, and so on) in this room. Do you see what God sees? 

· God sees someone wearing a (big smile, black shoes, blue shirt, and so on). Do you see who God sees?
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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