Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 4
God Sees Ahab’s Actions
Ahab Steals Naboth’s Vineyard
 Week of June 28, 2020

Unit 1

Elijah
Unit Aim

Students will examine how God shows that He is God.
Unit Memory Passage
I Kings 18:36–37
Scripture Text

I Kings 21:1–24
Bible Lesson Verse

I Kings 21:20
Bible Point 

God sees everything and responds to both good and evil.
Life Application

I will make good choices.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container, nails
Opening Activity: Write numbers on four gift bags (1–4). In two bags, place a reward in each (e.g., an apple, a special pen). In the other two bags, place an unpleasant item in each (e.g., an onion, a dried-out marker). Staple or tape the bags shut. Number index cards 1–4 and shuffle them.
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Make six balloon feet (trp) (dr). out of cardstock. Write one character’s name on each set of feet (King Ahab, Queen Jezebel, Naboth, City Leader, Troublemaker, Elijah). On slips of paper, write the following words to describe each Bible character. Option: Use an invisible ink pen with a UV light to write the attributes. 

Elijah (godliness, obedience)
Naboth (love, obedience, faithfulness)

Ahab (greed, selfishness, anger)
City Leader (fear)

Jezebel (hate, wickedness, murder)
Troublemaker (lying)

Place the slips in balloons, inflate, and attach to the appropriate feet. Use a marker to draw facial features. Add paper crowns to Ahab and Jezebel. See an example of a balloon figure on page 28.

Table, Bibles, sharp object to pop balloons
Apply and Act
Life Application: No supplies needed
Prayer and Call to Action: Activity papers (page 1), pencils
Home Connection: For each student, prepare to send home a unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and a lesson 4 hc devotion (dr). Prepare to send invitations for a class picnic.
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: With masking tape, create a long path on the floor. Use a marker to label the taped path: GOOD CHOICES.
Suggested songs: “I Choose God” by Jackmans Family Band, “I Desire” by Natalie Grant
Memory Work: Write the memory passage on two different colors of construction paper (one color per team). Cut out each word or phrase and place them in a container (one per team). For each team, hang a blank posterboard on the opposite side of the room from where teams will line up. Place a roll of tape next to each team’s posterboard.
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), small prizes, memory charts (ap) (dr), markers
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils 
Option 1: Prepare yogurt toppings—some tasty (raisins, cinnamon, sprinkles, chocolate chips, chopped fruit, granola) and some that seem gross (crushed BBQ chips, garlic powder, pepper, chopped veggies, soy sauce).

Individual plain yogurt cups (1 per student), spoons (1 per student), napkins, New Birth poster (trp)
Option 2: Paper, pencils
Option 3: Take a large piece of foam and attach lollipops all over it.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read I Kings 21:1–24. Prayerfully consider what this passage says: 
About God

God sees everything we do—both the good and evil actions. Try as we may, there is no way to hide our actions from God. He has responded throughout the ages by rewarding those who do right and by punishing those who are against Him.
To You as a Teacher

I will start my day by making choices that please the Lord. As the day moves along into the evening and eventually into the night, I will continue to choose that which is good in God’s sight. I commit to please God by consistently making good choices.
To Your Students

Students will relate to King Ahab’s envy of Naboth’s vineyard. We must help students understand that there are consequences for their choices. Encourage students to think before they make a choice—think about what the Word of God says, how others would feel, and what effect it may have on their lives.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. 
Introduce the Bible Point: God sees everything and responds to both good and evil. Show the nails. Most nails are small, but they are powerful. 

· How can nails be used for good? How can nails be used for bad?

· What would happen if a car ran over nails in the road?

We cannot always see nails, so we don’t know if they are being used for good or bad. People may not know if we are choosing to do good or evil, but God sees everything and responds to both good and evil.

Opening Activity: Consequences
You are free to choose, but you must accept the results (rewards or consequences) of your choices.

Play a game of It’s Your Choice. Choose four students to take turns choosing a gift. First, students draw from the numbered cards to determine the picking order. As players decide which bag they want, other students shout their suggestions. Players may pick up the bags to judge the weight, but they cannot shake them (if they shake the bags, they are replaced). Once all four have chosen a bag, let them open the bags to see if they contain what seems like a reward or a consequence. 

· Did the size and design of the bags influence your decision?

· Did you feel pressured to do what your classmates suggested?

· Were you pleased or disappointed with the results of your choice?

· The fourth player had no choice; the decision was made by the other players. Name some situations where you might have no choice.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever made a bad choice because you wanted something that belonged to someone else?
Bible Lesson: Ahab Steals Naboth’s Vineyard (I King 21:1–24)
When you pop the balloons and read the characteristics, save the papers for review at the end of the lesson. 

If you are using the invisible ink pen, students will not be able to read the writing until you turn on the UV light. Compare this to shining the light of God’s Word on our hearts.
Bible Lesson Verse: “I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord” (I Kings 21:20).
Line up the prepared character balloons on a table. Ask students to open their Bibles to I Kings 21. Explain that students will act as a board of specialists. Their job is to discuss the questions and examine each character’s heart as revealed by the choices that person made.

One day King Ahab was out for a stroll around the palace grounds. Over the fence he saw a beautiful vineyard. “Ahhh,” he said to himself. “I would love to have that land for an herb garden.” He went to see the owner, Naboth. “I want to buy your vineyard.”

Shaking his head, Naboth replied, “It is not for sale.”

Ahab was persistent. “So you want more money? Name your price. Or I will trade you another bigger, better piece of land.”

· What choices did Naboth face at this point?

Naboth shook his head again and replied, “My vineyard has been in my family for generations. The law of Moses says I cannot sell it. I will not sell it for any price.”

· Was Naboth’s decision good or bad? Why or why not?

King Ahab stomped home, flung himself on his bed, and turned his face to the wall. He pouted like a three-year-old and refused to eat dinner.

Queen Jezebel came into the bedroom and asked, “What is wrong with you?”

The king sobbed, “I want Naboth’s vineyard, and he won’t sell it.”

Jezebel snorted, “Well, you are the king, aren’t you? You can have anything you want. I’ll take care of this.”

She wrote letters to the city leaders and signed the king’s name. She commanded the leaders to call the people together and pretend to honor Naboth. She ordered the leaders to hire two troublemakers to lie about Naboth and accuse him of cursing God and the king.

· Was Jezebel’s decision to falsely accuse Naboth good or bad? Why?

On the scheduled day, the people came together. The leaders directed Naboth to sit high above the people in a place of honor. Then the troublemakers shouted their lies. “What is that man doing up there? We heard him curse God and the king. This man should die. Stone him!” 

The people rose up in anger, took Naboth outside the city, and stoned him. Pop the Naboth balloon. Gather the paper that falls out. 

· What did God see in Naboth? Read the characteristics. 

· The consequences of Naboth’s decision to not sell his inheritance was death. How could this have been a good choice? Possible conclusions: He obeyed God’s law. He was at peace with himself and God. He was rewarded with a place in God’s Word.
· Are we always rewarded for right choices? By people, no. By God, yes—eventually.
· What do you think God saw in the hearts of the city leaders and troublemakers? Students guess. Pop the balloons and read the characteristics.
The leaders sent word to Jezebel, “Naboth is dead.”

The wicked queen laughed. She told the king, “Get up. Naboth’s land is yours.”

Ahab hurried to Naboth’s vineyard. As he strolled among the beautiful grapevines, he gloated over his new possession. Then he saw someone coming. Oh no, it was Elijah, the man of God. It was time for Ahab and Jezebel to face the consequences.

“So, you found me, my enemy,” Ahab groaned.

Elijah nodded. “Yes, I have found you because you have sold yourself to work evil in the sight of the Lord. God has seen everything you did. You and your wife killed an innocent man. Now God will bring evil upon you and destroy you, just as you have destroyed Naboth. Dogs will eat Jezebel’s body.”

· How did Elijah know what Ahab and Jezebel had done?

· What do you think God saw in Elijah’s heart? Students guess. Pop the Elijah balloon and read the characteristics.
Right there in Naboth’s vineyard, God burst Ahab and Jezebel’s balloons. Pop each balloon and read the characteristics.

God sees everything and responds to good and evil.
For Review

Shuffle the papers gathered from the balloons. Challenge students to match the characteristics with the characters.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will make good choices.
The rewards and consequences for our choices are often invisible, much like they were in the opening activity. They may be internal (what we feel inside), rather than external (what we receive).

Discuss the alternative choices each character could have made in this story and the possible consequences of each. 

· How could Naboth have chosen differently? Ahab? Jezebel? Elijah? What would be the consequences of these choices?

· What choice did the city leaders and the troublemakers have? What were the consequences of their choices? 

Engage the class in a discussion of how our choices affect our feelings.

· When you choose to do right, how do you feel?

· When you choose to do wrong, how do you feel?

Read this true story about a man named Kazim from Pakistan. Kazim was captured by radical Muslims who demanded he recant his faith in Jesus. When he refused, he was forced to chop wood from sunrise to sunset. Often his bleeding hands turned the ax handle red. 

Eventually he was released, but then he was rearrested. This time a pistol was held to his head, but even under the threat of death, he refused to declare Muhammad as the one and only true prophet. For two weeks he was beaten daily. After four months of torture, he was released on bail.

He returned home to find that his wife had fled in fear because Kazim’s chief tormentor, Shafiq, had moved into his home. Shafiq had claimed everything Kazim owned as his. Kazim found his wife, and with only $2.00, they fled the village. Other Christians provided them with a house, food, clothing, a Bible, and a rickshaw (which is like a three-wheeled bicycle with a passenger’s seat).
Now Kazim starts each day in prayer. Then he drives his rickshaw as a taxi to provide for his family. His body bears scars, but even more evident to all is his joy in Jesus.

· Kazim chose to be true to Jesus. Was this a good or bad choice?

· What did his choice cost him?

· What could the radicals not take from Kazim?

· Which was greater: the reward Kazim received or the loss he suffered?

In Muslim and communist countries, thousands of Christians are being persecuted daily for refusing to renounce Jesus. Many are losing everything they own. Others are imprisoned and forced to do hard labor. Others are losing their lives. Like Naboth, these steadfast Christians refuse to sell out.
Source: A true condensed story from I AM N Devotional by The Voice of the Martyrs, written by Judy Gordon Morrow.

Prayer and Call to Action

Distribute the activity papers and pencils. Ask students to read each statement and determine whether it would be an easy or hard decision. 

After students finish, discuss each decision and why it would be easy or hard to make. There are no right or wrong answers.

At the bottom of the page, students complete the Life Application: I will make good choices.
Read Acts 1:8. Discuss how we are given power when we receive the Holy Ghost. 

Acts 1:8

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Ask students to bow their heads, close their eyes, and answer these questions silently.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 4 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Consider texting or emailing parents this week to share encouraging reports about their children.

· Schedule a class family picnic for next month and send invites to each family this week.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

Lead students on a worship walk along the prepared path of “good choices” while listening to these suggested songs: 

· “I Choose God” by Jackmans Family Band 

· “I Desire” by Natalie Grant 

Memory Work: I Kings 18:36–37
Unit 1 Memory Passage
“Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again” (I Kings 18:36–37).
Review the unit 1 MV poster (trp). Challenge students to say the verses individually. Give a small prize to each student who says the verses from memory.

Form two teams. Have teams line up on the opposite side of the room from the posterboards. On go, the first student from each team pulls a word or phrase paper from their team’s container, runs to their team’s posterboard, and tapes the word where they think it goes. Then they run back and tag the next student in line. The next in line does the same and can move the words to fit their word or phrase or to fix the verses as needed. The first team to complete their memory work in the correct order on the posterboard wins.

After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity papers, students will choose words from the grapes to fill in the blanks and complete the story. Then have students identify and write good choices God will reward and rotten choices that could result in unwanted consequences. 

Discuss the choices students have made and the results of their choices. How can God help us make good choices?
Option 1: Choices Bring Consequences
We make choices every day—some with lasting consequences and some that may not be major. 

Let students choose their toppings for their yogurt cups. Once they have added their toppings, all students must take at least one big bite. If they made good choices, they will enjoy the taste of their treat. If the choices turn out to be not so good, the taste will reflect that. 

· If you could choose again, what toppings would you add or take away?

· What is a choice you made in the past that you wish you could change?

Refer to the New Birth poster (trp) (dr). If we make a wrong choice, we can repent. However, we still must face the consequences of that choice. 

· How can the Holy Ghost help us to make the right choices?
Option 2: Composers of Choices
Form small groups. Each group will choose a song with a familiar tune that everyone knows (e.g., “The Alphabet Song,” “Row, Row, Row Your Boat,” “Jesus Loves Me”). Challenge students to rewrite the lyrics of the chorus with words about making good choices. When they finish, have each group present their song to the class.
Option 3: JBQ Lollipop Tree
Ask students a unique word, quotation, or location question. If they get it right, they pick from the lollipop tree.

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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