Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 9
Joash Repairs God’s House
The People Bring Their Offerings
 Week of August 2, 2020

Unit 3

Exile
Unit Aim

Students will conclude God is always available, even though there are consequences for disobeying Him.
Unit Memory Passage

II Chronicles 34:31
Scripture Text

II Kings 11:1–3, 12; 12:1–14

II Chronicles 24:1–14
Bible Lesson Verse

II Kings 12:15
Bible Point 

God blesses offerings given to His work.
Life Application

I will give to the Lord.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container
Opening Activity: Fill a clear bowl almost to the top with water. Fill one balloon with air and another with water. Use a pan and towels to catch the water that will overflow.
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Coins or fake money, cape and crown for Athaliah, robe and crown for Joash, Bible and robe for Jehoiada
Apply and Act
Life Application: Beach ball, activity papers (page 1), pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: “All Things” lyric video by David & Nicole Binion
Home Connection: For new students, prepare to send home the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, prepare to send home the lesson 9 hc devotion (dr). 
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Here I Am to Worship” by Chris Tomlin, “I Give Myself Away” by William McDowell
Memory Work: To create a shuffle puck board, write the memory verse on disposable cups (1 word per cup). At one end of a table, set the cups in a row, but out of order. At the opposite end, mark a starting line with masking tape. Place a shuffle puck (silver dollar, checker, or bottle cap) behind the line.
Unit 3 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), markers
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), colored pencils, paper clips (1 per student)
Option 1: 100 pennies
Option 2: Cardstock (1 sheet per student), markers
Option 3: Set up a bean bag game of your choice.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 11:1–3, 12; 12:1–14; II Chronicles 24:1–14. Prayerfully consider what these passages say: 
About God

The principle of blessings can be seen consistently in the Word of God. God blesses both the offerings and those who give offerings to His work. While He has does not require our physical resources, He certainly responds to the sacrifices we make in serving Him.
To You as a Teacher

Everyone wants into your pocketbook. Businesses, charities, thieves, friends, family, and even the church are constantly seeking your money. When should you give and when should you refuse? Out of all of the places to spend, an offering to the Lord is hands-down the best investment. We certainly do not give to receive, but when we give, we receive. You will never regret an investment in God’s Kingdom.
To Your Students

Some of your students may be surrounded by family members or friends who do not serve God. This can be quite challenging and can cause conflict. These parents may be resistant to letting their child participate in various church activities. Family members and friends may try to convince students they do not need God or that He does not care for them. Reassure your students that God is always with them. He will honor the time and effort they give to the Lord. Their giving may not be monetary until they are older, but they can give their hearts now.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God blesses offerings given to His work.
We do not give to God to receive something back. However, there is no doubt that when we do give to God, blessings and good things are poured out on us. It is important to thank God for those blessings, and a public way of doing that is through testimonies. Give a personal testimony of how God has blessed you for giving to Him (e.g., car repairs were less than you thought, someone paid for your meal or brought you groceries, doctor’s report came back with no sign of health problems, you received an unexpected check in the mail). Encourage each student to give a brief testimony.
Opening Activity: Overflow
Cover a table with towels. Place a shallow pan on the table. Put a clear bowl of water in the middle of the pan. This water represents the blessings in our lives. The balloons represent us. 

First, hold up the balloon containing only air. What will happen if I drop this balloon into the water? Dramatically drop the balloon into the bowl. It will simply float on top of the water. The balloon with nothing but air had little effect on the water at all. 

Next, hold up the balloon full of water. What will happen if I drop this balloon into the water? Remind students that the balloon represents them and the water represents God’s blessings. As you drop the balloon into the water, it will splash a little and cause the bowl to overflow. The balloon full of water had a huge impact on the bowl of water.
When we are selfish and try to keep our money, time, or talents to ourselves, we reject the blessings God designed for us. This is like the balloon containing only air. No matter how hard or fast we drop the balloon, it will only float on the top of the water. We are the same way. If we are selfish with the things God has given us, we will just skate by in life, never knowing how much He could bless us.

When we give to God’s work, He blesses us. Our money should be God’s money. Our time should be God’s time. Our talents should be God’s talents. As we give to God, we become filled just like the balloon containing water. Just as the water overflowed, so will the blessings in our lives overflow.

Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever given money or time to help someone?
Bible Lesson: The People Bring Their Offerings 
(II Kings 11:1–3, 12; 12:1–14; II Chronicles 24:1–14)
The name Joash in II Chronicles is the same person as Jehoash in II Kings.

Bible Lesson Verse: “Moreover they reckoned not with the men, into whose hand they delivered the money to be bestowed on workmen: for they dealt faithfully” (II Kings 12:15).*

Pass out some money (real or fake) to each student. Select several students to play various roles. 

Evil Queen Athaliah was on a mission to destroy the royal family. Drape a cape and place a crown on a volunteer to be the evil queen. Ask her to do her best evil laugh. Athaliah was confident she had killed all the heirs to the throne. Have the queen say, “I got all of them. Now I will be queen forever” (evil laugh). 

Queen Athaliah did not know that someone in the royal family had hidden away a baby named Joash who was in line for the throne. Joash spent the next six years hiding. Dress a volunteer in a robe to play Joash. Have him hide behind a chair. 

During these six years, evil things happened everywhere, including idol worship. Have the queen say, “My evil plan is working” (evil laugh). Even though evil seemed to be winning, God was watching over His people.

Jehoiada was a priest and cared very much about God’s kingdom. Give a volunteer a Bible and robe to act as Jehoiada. Jehoiada knew Joash was in hiding, waiting to be the true king. 

In the seventh year of Queen Athaliah’s reign, Jehoiada brought Joash out of hiding and showed people the covenant that Joash was rightfully king. He was proclaimed king and anointed with oil. Have Jehoiada remove the queen’s crown and say, “Get out of here. We have a new king. His name is Joash.” Queen Athaliah was killed by soldiers. Put the queen’s crown away; put a new crown on Joash’s head. Joash was now king at the age of seven, and Jehoiada was his advisor. They both loved God. 

· If you were made king at age seven, what would you do?

King Joash noticed the Temple had been neglected in recent years and needed some major repairs. Walls were damaged and sacred items were missing—stolen by the evil queen’s sons and used for idol worship. Have Joash say, “We need to fix the Temple.” 

King Joash told the priests to gather money from the people so repairs could be made. Have Jehoiada point to the other students and say, “Let’s bring our offerings to the Lord. We need to repair His house.”

When the people heard this, they were cheerful and brought their offerings to the Temple. Have students hum or sing while they bring up their money and put it in a pile. Money overflowed from the offering box. Amazed priests emptied the box several times to make room for more money. People gave more than enough to hire workers to repair the Temple. All the vessels that were broken or stolen during Queen Athaliah’s rule were replaced. Have Joash and Jehoiada say, “Thank you, everyone.”

God saw the response of the people and was pleased. They gave with cheerful hearts, and they were rewarded. King Joash reigned for many years and listened to his advisor, Jehoiada the priest. Because of their leadership, the people continued to be blessed for many years.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will give to the Lord.
When we give our tithes and offering today, we are doing the same thing the people did in our lesson. Our church needs the financial support of church members in order to be a nice place for people to come. If no one ever fixed a broken air conditioner or leaking faucet because it costs money, do you think the church building would be a pleasant place to be?

Our church also needs financial support to operate its various ministries. The money we give is used for things like musical instruments, food for the homeless, flyers for outreach, vans for youth trips, support for missionaries, and the list goes on. When we give, we are helping our church reach others in our community.

When we give, God wants us to have a cheerful heart. God will bless us based on the way we give. From now on, let’s give with a cheerful heart by saying, “Thank You, Jesus,” as we give our offering. 

In addition to giving our tithes and offerings to God, we need to give our time and talents to God with a cheerful heart. Toss a beach ball to a student. That student names a way we can give to God’s kingdom that is not based on money. If the student needs help, ask the student to think of any talents that could be used in a ministry. The student with the ball then tosses the ball to another student, and the process is repeated.
Distribute activity papers and pencils. Students work to crack the code and find ways they can give to the kingdom of God.
Prayer and Call to Action

Play the song “All Things” by David and Nicole Binion. Lead a focused prayer about being committed to giving cheerfully to God’s kingdom. Remind students through prayer of ways they can give their finances, time, and talents to God. Pray that the Holy Ghost would guide them to places and people they can give to by serving.
Home Connection

· Send home the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr) with any student who has not received one yet. For each student, send home the lesson 9 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· If any students have mentioned stressful family situations or illnesses, send an encouraging note or text to those parents this week. Let them know you are praying for them.

· Encourage families to do something this week to raise money for a church project of your choice (e.g., Sheaves for Christ, a food pantry, sleeping bags for the homeless). 
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

God loves our cheerful giving of money, time, and talents. He is especially pleased when we give Him our hearts and emotions in worship. He loves our praise. 

God did not create us as robots. He made us with the ability to make choices. How do you think He reacts when we choose to praise and worship Him? Lead students in sincere worship to these suggested songs:
· “Here I Am to Worship” by Chris Tomlin 

· “I Give Myself Away” by William McDowell
Memory Work: II Chronicles 34:31
Unit 3 Memory Passage
“And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant which are written in this book” (II Chronicles 34:31).
Introduce the unit 3 MV poster (trp). Define any words or phrases your students might not know.

· How many of you have ever made a promise? Why is it important to keep a promise?

A covenant is a promise. The king made a covenant before God. 

· What did the king promise to do? “To walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant which are written in this book.”
Play a game of Scripture Shuffle Puck. The king kept God’s decrees in order. Today’s Bible verse is all mixed up, and it is time to line things up the right way. Form two teams. Choose one person on each team to be the shuffler and another to be the token and cup grabber. The shuffler will slide the token from behind the line to the opposite end of the table where the cups are set up. The token and cup grabber will pick up the token and any cups knocked over and bring them to the rest of the team to place in word order. Play continues until the shuffler has knocked all the words over and the team has placed them all in the correct word order. The first team to accomplish this is the winner. Switch roles and continue to play as time allows.
After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper, each student uses a pencil and a paper clip to make a spinner. One at a time, students take turns spinning and completing a task of restoring the church. If students land on a task they have already completed, they must pass. Some actions can be completed more than once (adding additional windows and trees or coloring the church again). The first student to complete all six tasks and finish the project wins the game. Discuss with students how they can help keep their church looking nice and inviting.
Option 1: Penny Towers
Place fifty pennies in a pile on each end of a table. Form two teams. Have teams line up behind their stack of pennies. On their turn, students pick up a penny and stack it on top of the previous penny. (The first student will start the stack.) Once students have placed their penny on top of the stack, they go to the back of the line. 

Play can continue for a set amount of time or until a team runs out of pennies. If the stack falls over during play, the next student can put a penny on any stack that remains of the original tower. The team with the highest stack or the team that uses all the pennies first wins. 

Whether we give a penny, a dollar, or a hundred dollars to God, we need to do it with a cheerful heart. Let’s say the Life Application together: I will give to the Lord.
Option 2: What Can I Give?
Give each student a sheet of cardstock. Students will create posters illustrating ways they can give to God (e.g., giving an offering, singing a special song, holding the door for an elder, taking out the church trash). Have students use only specific things they have the ability to do.
Option 3: JBQ Bean Bag Toss
Students will be given a verse to locate. If the student locates the verse correctly, they get three tosses. If the student does NOT locate the verse correctly, they get one toss.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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