Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 7
God Honors Elisha’s Instructions
Naaman Is Healed
 Week of July 19, 2020

Unit 2

Elisha
Unit Aim

Students will prove the importance of following God and His leaders.
Unit Memory Passage

II Kings 2:9–10
Scripture Text

II Kings 5:1–14
Bible Lesson Verse

II Kings 5:8
Bible Point 

God uses preachers to give people instructions.
Life Application

I will obey my pastor.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Ask a mechanic to join the beginning of class and describe the duties of a mechanic.
Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container
Opening Activity: Cut apart the Pastor Picture prompts (trp) (dr) and glue them on a large sheet of white butcher paper, leaving room around each picture for students to write or doodle.

Colored pencils, markers, activity papers (page 1), pencils
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Plastic sword, pepperonis, bucket of water, towel
Apply and Act
Life Application: Fill two bowls with strips of paper (1 per student) that contain different directions (e.g., Jump in place for 10 seconds. Flap arms like a chicken. Walk backward to your team. Walk like an elephant.).
Prayer and Call to Action: Notebook paper (1 sheet per student), pencils
Home Connection: For new students, prepare to send home the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, prepare to send home the lesson 7 hc devotion (dr) and blank thank you notes (1 per student).
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “This Is My Desire” by Hillsong, “Word of God Speak” by MercyMe
Memory Work: Write each word of the verses on an index card. Attach the cards to the wall with reusable adhesive.
Unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), markers
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Crumple several sheets of notebook paper into balls. Place a masking-tape line down the center of the room. You will also need a large umbrella.
Option 2: No supplies needed
Option 3: Write the verse references on scrolls and place them inside empty plastic water bottles. Replace the lids and float them in a large tub of water.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr), small prizes
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 5:1–14. Prayerfully consider what this passage says: 
About God

The Bible provides numerous examples of God using a preacher to give instruction to His people. Sometimes this is done via mass communication with a message from the pulpit. Other times God might speak through our pastors during a private counseling session or an after-service conversation. Still, God uses His preachers to instruct His people.
To You as a Teacher

Sometimes, when a pastor or preacher speaks to us, we recognize the words as coming from God. When this happens, we must choose to obey, even when the advice seems unusual. Everything God does is intended for our benefit, and He will use preachers to speak into our situations to help us.
To Your Students

Many media sources influence students to disregard the message and counsel of God’s preachers and pastors. Today’s youth are taught that it is okay to disobey if what was asked does not appeal to them. They are not taught to consider the consequences of their disobedience or how it might affect themselves or those around them. Seek the anointing of the Holy Spirit to present a biblical view of obedience that creates a greater influence in the lives of your students.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God uses preachers to give people instructions. 

When you get older and get a job, you will likely receive a job description describing what your role and responsibilities are. This lets you know exactly what you are supposed to be doing. 

Today we have a special guest. (Name) is a mechanic and is going to tell us what the role and responsibilities of a mechanic are.
Opening Activity: What Do God’s Preachers Do?
Show the butcher paper with the Pastor Picture prompts (trp) (dr). Each of these pictures represents a job or duty of a pastor or preacher. Your job is to work together to decide what the picture prompts represent. You can write or draw your ideas next to each picture. You will have five minutes to do this. Go!

Once finished, discuss students’ ideas. Reinforce with the following responsibilities for each picture if not given by your students. Allow students to add these to the paper.

Bible: Pastors read, study, and teach God’s Word to God’s people, and they live what the Bible says.

Cross: Pastors teach the gospel of Jesus Christ (Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection) and the plan of salvation (Acts 2:38).

Prayer: Pastors pray daily for the people in the church, the community, and the world. Pastors seek God’s direction on how to lead the church and reach the community.
Family: Pastors must take care of their own families. They show love to them by spending time with them, providing for their needs, taking care of things around the house, and leading their families spiritually.

Stethoscope: Pastors are like doctors in two ways. They go to the hospital to visit people who are sick. They also care for sick people. While doctors care for physically ill people, pastors care for our spiritual health. 

Coffee Mug: Pastors must be hospitable. They often share a cup of coffee or a meal with others. This is a time when they can get to know the people in their church or community. They may conduct meetings, do Bible studies, counsel others, listen to someone’s vision, or share ideas. 

It is important to listen to and obey a person who has taken on the challenging role and responsibilities of a pastor.

Distribute the activity papers and pencils. On the front page, students unscramble the words that describe the responsibilities of a pastor. When they place them into the grid, it will reveal one of the most important duties of a pastor: to show love.
AP Answers

TEACH

ENCOURAGE

STUDY

CHALLENGE

WORSHIP

WEDDINGS

PLAN

MOTIVATE

VISIT

LEAD

Special Column: TO SHOW LOVE
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever tried to do things your own way instead of obeying instructions?
Bible Lesson: Naaman Is Healed (II Kings 5:1–14)
Bible Lesson Verse: “Let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel” (II Kings 5:8).

Leprosy is a severe, disfiguring disease that attacks the skin and nerve endings. It causes terrible infectious sores all over the body and deadens the nerve endings. People with leprosy might stick a hand in the fire and not feel it because their nerves are dead, or they could step on a piece of glass and not know it. In Bible days leprosy was not curable. At certain stages of the disease, lepers were isolated.
We have all been sick at some point in our lives. 

· What do you do when you get sick?

Usually people go to a doctor, take medicine, get lots of rest, drink water or Gatorade, and maybe eat some soup or popsicles until they get better. Most of the time, that is all we need to get well, but there are some sicknesses that do not go away. Sometimes people get diseases that last forever; their sickness does not go away.

There was a man in the Bible named Naaman who was a military commander for the King of Syria. Ask a volunteer to be Naaman. Give the student a plastic sword. Naaman had an incurable disease called leprosy. People with leprosy have sores all over their skin, like a very bad rash. Place pepperonis all over the student’s arms. Leprosy can become so bad that the skin rots away, leaving open wounds. People can lose their fingers. Their faces and other body parts can become deformed. 

Back in Naaman’s day, it was a big deal to get leprosy. Most people avoided those with leprosy because they were afraid they would get it too. 

· How would having leprosy make you feel?

In the house of Naaman, a young girl from Israel helped Naaman’s wife. This young servant girl told Naaman’s wife about a prophet in Israel who had power with God and could heal Naaman of his leprosy. 

· How do you think Naaman felt to learn of a possible cure?

As a commander in Syria’s army, Naaman was sent by the king of Syria to talk to Israel’s King Joram. Naaman had a letter from his king requesting that Joram cure the commander. When Joram read the letter, he tore his robes—a sign of fear. He could not help Naaman; only God could do that. Joram thought Syria was trying to pick a fight with Israel. 

Thankfully, the prophet Elisha intervened, sending a messenger to King Joram with instructions for Naaman to come to Elisha’s house. He said, “Let him know there is a prophet in Israel.” 

When Naaman arrived at Elisha’s house, he did not get the welcome he anticipated. Elisha did not even come out of his house to greet Naaman. Instead Elisha sent a messenger to Naaman with instructions. “Go to the Jordan River and wash yourself in the river seven times. Then your flesh will be restored, and you will be clean again.” 

· How do you think Naaman felt about those odd instructions?

Naaman was angry and offended at Elisha’s message. He raved, “What? Is this a joke? I traveled a long way. I am a military officer. Elisha cannot even come out to meet me? I thought he would stand near me and perform some sort of cleansing ceremony, call on the name of his God, wave his hand over my sores, and heal me. But to go swimming in the dirty Jordan River? No way!” Naaman stomped away in a rage. 

Naaman’s servants came to him and asked, “What harm could it do to at least try Elisha’s cure? If he told you to do some great thing, you would have done it. Why not go down to the river and see what happens?”

· What do you think will happen if Naaman goes to the river?

· What do you think will happen if Naaman does not go to the river?

Naaman decided to go down to the Jordan River. He dipped himself seven times in the river, just like the man of God instructed. Naaman dips his arms into the bucket of water. The pepperonis should come right off. When he came out of the water the seventh time, Naaman’s skin was clean. He was completely healed of the leprosy. Naaman rejoices and shows everyone his clean skin.

Was the water magical? No. Naaman was healed by God’s miraculous power because he obeyed instructions from the preacher in his life.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will obey my pastor.
Form two teams. Line up teams on one side of the room opposite the two bowls containing the prepared directions. On “go,” the first team members run to the bowl, take out a piece of paper, read it aloud, and follow the instructions. Students then run back to their team and tag the next player. Continue play until a team has completed all its tasks. 

· How important was it to follow the directions on the slip of paper? They had to follow the directions to win.

· How much more important is it to follow God’s instructions that He sends through our pastor?

We can be obedient to the person God has placed in our lives to speak to us. 

Form small groups. We will discuss different instructions God might give us through our pastor. In your group, discuss what your response might be and then create a short skit showing how you could follow that instruction. 

· Give each group an instruction, such as: 

· Give cheerfully.

· Share the gospel with others.

· Be faithful in church attendance.

· Help the elderly.

· Feed the homeless.

Give students a few minutes to prepare and then have them present their skits.
Prayer and Call to Action

Give each student a sheet of notebook paper and a pencil. Instruct students to write God a letter of appreciation for your pastor. Encourage them to express their commitment to be obedient to this person God has placed in their lives to speak to them. 

Have students place their letters on their chairs, kneel, and pray for their pastor. Lead a prayer asking the Holy Spirit to fill each student with an attitude of respect for your pastor.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one yet, send home the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr)
· For each student, send home the lesson 7 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· Give students thank you notes to take home, so their families can write a note of thanks to your pastor.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

Emphasize how sincere worshipers follow God’s instructions. God speaks to us through His Word and through the pastors He places in our lives. 
Ask students to close their eyes and show reverent worship as you play the suggested songs:

· “This Is My Desire” by Hillsong 

· “Word of God Speak” by MercyMe
Memory Work: II Kings 2:9–10
Unit 2 Memory Passage
"Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so” (II Kings 2:9–10).
Review the unit 2 MV poster (trp). Have students say the verses together using different voices that sound like things related to car problems (e.g., squeaky brakes, flat tire, muffler backfiring).

Play the game Word Drop Switch. The entire class will recite the verses from the cards. Drop (take away) one card. Have the class recite the verses from the wall and fill in the missing word from memory. Mix things up each round—put the previously dropped word back in place and remove a different word or remove multiple words. Students recite the verses each round, adding in the missing word(s). Continue dropping and switching words as time allows.
After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper is a list of some of the responsibilities pastors have as they serve God and others. Discuss with students how they have seen your pastor accomplish the responsibilities. 

· How does our pastor worship? 

· What have you heard our pastor pray about? 

· In what ways does our pastor protect and provide for us? 

· What kind of books might our pastor read and study? 

Once students find all the words, the remaining letters reveal the Life Application: I will obey my pastor.
Option 1: The Pastor’s Umbrella
Select one student to be the “pastor” and hold the open umbrella. Choose a few students to be the church members. The remaining students will be the enemies. 

When the game begins, the enemies stand on one side of the room, the church members are on the other side, and the pastor with the umbrella is guarding the church members. The enemies throw the paper balls at the church members. The pastor’s job is to use the umbrella to protect the church members from the onslaught of paper balls. 

If a church member is hit, that student must sit down. Play continues until the enemies have thrown all the paper balls. Change roles and play again as time allows.

· How was the umbrella like our pastor’s prayers?

· Describe how our pastor’s prayers protect us.

· How difficult was it to be protected by the “pastor” if you did not get behind the protection of the umbrella?
Option 2: The What-If Game
Students will role-play the following scenarios. Allow students to brainstorm solutions but be ready to share the best choices. 

· What would you do if you had gum in your mouth when you entered church?

· What would you do if the person next to you was on her phone during service?

· What would you do if your friends were laughing and playing during church?

· What would you do if one of your friends never goes to the altar?

· What would you do if your grandpa fell asleep in church again?

These situations happen during church services, but we need to remember the importance of showing honor during church services. This is when God is using the pastor to give instructions. We should be attentive and ready to hear God’s words through our pastor and respond to the presence of the Lord during the altar call.
Option 3: JBQ Message in a Bottle
Show students the tub of water containing water bottles. Let students select a bottle, pull out the verse reference, and quote the verse. If they get the verse correct, they get a small prize.

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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