Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 8
God Takes Care of the People
The Syrian Army Provides Food
 Week of July 26, 2020

Unit 2

Elisha
Unit Aim

Students will prove the importance of following God and His leaders.
Unit Memory Passage
II Kings 2:9–10
Scripture Text

II Kings 6:24–7:16
Bible Lesson Verse

II Kings 7:9
Bible Point 

God provides for His people.
Life Application

I can trust God to take care of me.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container, tow truck toy or tow truck visual (dr)
Opening Activity: Be sure to practice the object lesson in advance. Fill a clear, shallow glass container with less than one inch of water.

Food coloring, drinking glass (clear, tall, and narrow), dish towel, small candle, matches
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Set up a campsite area with a tent, campfire, sleeping bag, etc. Place small food treats (1 per student) inside the tent. 

Chariots and Horses sound effect (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: On strips of paper, write simple items students can draw (e.g., cat, house, flower, person, car, bear) and place them in a bag.

Whiteboard, marker, and eraser; blindfold; timer; activity papers (page 1); pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies needed
Home Connection: For all students, prepare to send home the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 8 hc devotion (dr). Send an invitation for the class family ice cream social.

Gift card, meal, groceries, or personal items for families in tough circumstances
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Trust in You” by Lauren Daigle, “Nobody Loves Me Like You” by Chris Tomlin
Memory Work: Unit 2 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), markers
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Set up an obstacle course using items such as cones, chairs, and buckets. Place a Bible on a chair at the end of the course.

Blindfold
Option 2: Cut legal-sized paper (11" x 14") into pennant shapes (1 per student). Prepare a sample pennant.

Pencils, colored pencils, markers
Option 3: Create a spinning wheel with dividers. Label each piece/space with a different type of question (direct, two-part, three-part, four-part, quotation, quotation completion, location, and cross-reference).
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr), small prizes
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 6:24–7:16. Prayerfully consider what this passage says: 
About God

God loves His people. He can take what we see as insurmountable circumstances and provide for us in ways we can’t even comprehend. He takes care of us because we are His own.
To You as a Teacher

Doubting comes easy when circumstances do not look like they favor us. However, faith comes into play when we trust that God is always in control, no matter how it appears. We must have enough faith to completely trust in God. His ways are greater than ours, and He always takes care of us.
To Your Students

Our students are not exempt from difficult situations. They face sickness, family problems, bullying, hunger, stress, abuse, depression, peer pressure, and more. Often students will not share their problems with us, but it will be evident through their actions, facial expressions, and attitudes. Use this lesson to bless students who are in difficult situations. Share miracles that you have seen. Help them understand that God can take the impossible and make it possible. He can change circumstances in miraculous ways to take care of His people.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God provides for His people. 

Show students the tow truck toy or visual (dr). What is a tow truck used for? Students respond. That is right. If there is a problem with your car while you are traveling, you may need a tow truck to help get your car home. Your car may have broken down and will not start again. Maybe you were in a wreck. Your car might have hit a patch of ice and slid into the ditch. All of these situations would require the help of a tow truck. The tow truck driver helps take care of people’s cars when there is a problem on the road. God also provides for His people as they travel the road of life.
Opening Activity: God’s Vision
Place the clear container with water on the table where students can see it. Stir in food coloring as students watch.

· How many of you have faced a situation that seemed impossible to get out of? What did you do?

Today I will show you that, when we ask Jesus for help, nothing is impossible. Look at this container of water. Do you notice anything special about the water? Students respond. This is just ordinary water dyed with food coloring. However, today I will make this ordinary water do something extraordinary. I will make it defy the law of gravity and float up. Who thinks I can do this?

Place a glass upside down in the middle of the water. Nothing will happen. Did anything happen? . . . No. You are right. Nothing happened because I forgot to ask God for help. Show the candle. This candle represents God’s help. Watch what happens when I try again, this time with God’s help. 

Place the candle in the middle of the water and light it. Place the glass upside-down over the candle. This will take a few seconds. Let’s see if the water will defy the law of gravity. It might take a minute. Just like in life, sometimes our answers do not come immediately.
The water will begin to rise. Look! The water is rising. With God’s help, we just witnessed the impossible become possible. In life, God can see answers and solutions we cannot see. Isn’t He amazing?
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever felt so hungry you would do anything for a bite of food? How hungry would you need to be to eat a donkey’s head? How would you prepare it?
Bible Lesson: The Syrian Army Provides Food (II Kings 6:24–7:16)
Bible Lesson Verse: “Then they said one to another, We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace” (II Kings 7:9).
The king of Syria sent armies to surround Samaria. He wanted to take over the entire area, its people, and its resources. The people of Samaria trembled in fear. “Oh, no! What will happen to us?” With enemies all around, no one could hunt for food, gather crops, or bring water to their families. People were starving. Children were crying out for water. They got so desperate for food that they even paid crazy amounts of money for a donkey head.

The king of Israel saw the people suffering. He ripped his royal clothes to show his grief. “It is Elisha’s fault,” he shouted. “I am going to his house right now. I will cut his head off.” The king marched to Elisha’s house to arrest him. When he arrived, he yelled, “It is God who brought starvation and hopelessness to our land. Why should we wait on Him any longer?”

Elisha remained calm and said, “God said by tomorrow the people will have more than enough food. They will also have livestock and horses and plenty of silver and gold.”

The king’s officer shook his head in disbelief, “No way. Even if God opened the windows of Heaven, that could never happen.” But God had a secret plan.

That night, outside the city, four men with leprosy were discussing the famine. People who had leprosy were not allowed to live inside the city because of their contagious disease. One of them said, “Why should we sit here waiting to die? We will starve if we stay here, and we will starve if we go into the city. We might as well surrender to the Syrian army. If they let us live, great. But if they kill us, we would have died anyway.”

The four men with leprosy arose at dawn to turn themselves in. They quietly approached the Syrian camp. Students get out of their seats and move to the campsite area. “Sshhh. Don’t make any noise,” one man whispered. He tiptoed closer; then he stopped. He looked all around. “There is no one here. What happened?”

No one realized God was at work taking care of His people. Play the Chariots and Horses sound effect (dr). During the night, God had sent the sound of horses and chariots, so the Syrian army thought they were being attacked. The Syrian army became so scared, they fled their camp, leaving behind their tents, horses, food, silver, and gold.

The lepers could not believe their good fortune. They went in tent after tent, eating and drinking and carrying out clothing, silver, and gold. Allow students to enter the tent one at a time and pick out a treat. 

Then one of the men said, “It is not right to keep all these blessings to ourselves. Let us go back and tell the people about this so they can share in the blessings.”

When the king heard the news from the men with leprosy, he said, “This is a trick. The Syrian army knows we are hungry. They are waiting for us to come outside so they can capture our soldiers.” 

The servants eventually convinced the king to listen. Soon the starving, thirsty people crowded into the vacated tents to share in the eating and drinking. They carried away the animals, silver, and gold. Elisha’s prophesy came true. God took care of His people.

· How did God show the men with leprosy that He provides for His people?
Apply and Act

Life Application: I can trust God to take care of me.
Pair up students. One student will be the guide; the other will be the artist. Blindfold the artist. The guide will take a strip of paper with an item written on it. The guide will help the artist draw a picture of that item (without telling the artist what it is) by giving step-by-step instructions of what to draw. The guide may move the artist’s hand but may not move the pencil. 

Each guide draws a strip of paper out the bag. The guide cannot tell the artist what the item is. On “go,” the guide instructs the artist on what to draw. The guide can use words to describe the item, instruct the artist to draw shapes or lines, and such like. The artist has three minutes to draw the items. When the timer goes off, the artist will take off the blindfold and compare their drawing to the item they were supposed to draw. 

If you have time, let students switch roles and play again.

· What does this game show us about trust?

It would have been impossible for the artist to draw the item or know what to draw without the help of the guide. This is how God works; He guides us through the ups and downs of life. Sometimes He tells us what to do through His Word, through prayer, or through the man of God. He has power over impossible situations. We can trust God to take care of us.

Distribute the activity papers and pencils. Students will complete the crossword puzzle about situations in which they can trust God to take care of them.
Prayer and Call to Action

We do not have to wait for the impossible to happen to start praising God. We know God can do the impossible, so we can praise Him even before we receive an answer. He is faithful, and He will honor our faith in Him.

Lead students in prayer and speak words of Holy Spirit empowerment over each student. Thank You, Jesus, for Your faithfulness and for taking care of each of us. We believe and trust that You can do the impossible. We come before You in faith, believing for the impossible situations in our lives to become possible. We praise You and thank You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
Home Connection

· Provide a unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
· Give a lesson 8 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Be an instrument of God’s care by providing students or families in tough circumstances with a gift card, a meal, groceries, or personal items.

· Schedule an ice cream social for the families of your students. Send invitations to each family this week. 
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

Lead students in worship actions that dramatize phrases of the suggested songs:

· “Trust in You” by Lauren Daigle 

· “Nobody Loves Me like You” by Chris Tomlin
Memory Work: II Kings 2:9–10
Unit 2 Memory Passage
"Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so” (II Kings 2:9–10).
Review the unit 2 MV poster (trp). In this passage Elisha asked for a hard thing from Elijah. We will try a few hard things while saying our memory verses. 

· First challenge students to say the verses while standing on one foot (no switching feet allowed). 

· Next challenge students to say the verses while touching their toes. 

· Then challenge students to say the verses with their eyes closed. 

· Finally challenge students to say the verses backward.

Elisha was very persistent. He did not give up, even when things were difficult. He continued to follow God and God’s prophet. As a result, God took care of him, and he enjoyed God’s provision.

· What were some ways Elisha showed he was persistent?

· Share about a difficult time when you showed persistence.
After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity papers, students try to make sense of the optical illusions. Point out the illusion of the small cat’s shadow appearing as a large lion. How does this relate to the lesson? The four men with leprosy felt insignificant; they could not see how God was making the Syrian army provide them with food. 

· How does faith in God’s power enable us to overcome situations that look impossible
Option 1: Following Blindly
Blindfold one student and place the student at the start of the obstacle course. Choose another student to be the leader. The leader will operate as the voice of the Lord and carefully give instructions to navigate the blindfolded student through the obstacle course to the Bible at the other end. The remaining students will be distractions—distracting the blindfolded student from hearing the leader’s voice, getting the student off course by giving different directions, asking questions, and so on. Allow as many students to participate as time permits.

· What happened when students had faith in the voice leading them?

· What happened when students did not have faith in that voice?

Remember that we can have faith in God’s care because He always provides for His people.
Option 2: Thankful Pennants
Ask students to create a pennant of thanks to God. Encourage students to write and illustrate their thanks for a time when God demonstrated He cared for them. On one side of the pennant, students illustrate the situation they are thankful for. On the other side, they write their thanks to God. Share your sample pennant with students. If students feel comfortable, allow them to also share theirs.
Option 3: JBQ Winning Wheel
Students will spin the wheel. The space that they land on determines the type of question asked. If they answer the question correctly, they get a small prize.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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