Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 6
God Honors the Widow’s Obedience
The Miraculous Flow of Oil
 Week of July 12, 2020

Unit 2

Elisha
Unit Aim

Students will prove the importance of following God and His leaders.
Unit Memory Passage

II Kings 2:9–10
Scripture Text

II Kings 4:1–7
Bible Lesson Verse

II Kings 4:1
Bible Point 

God takes care of those who obey Him.
Life Application

I will obey God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container, baseball
Opening Activity: 3 small empty bowls, 3 small bowls with ¼ cup vinegar in each, 3 spoons, dirty pennies (at least 1 per student), salt (1 teaspoon per group), cotton swabs (1 per person), paper towels, unit 2 MW poster (trp)
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Activity papers (page 1), colored pencils
Apply and Act
Life Application: Cut up the Lesson 6 review questions (trp), place each in a separate container, and hide them around the room. 
Prayer and Call to Action: Worship music
Home Connection: For new students, prepare to send home the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, prepare to send home the lesson 6 hc devotion (dr) and 8–10 index cards.
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “When the Spirit of the Lord” by Fred Hammond & RFC, “I Give Myself Away” by William McDowell
Memory Work: For each student, print a Find 10 from 10 word search (trp) (dr).
Unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), crayons
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Whiteboard, markers, and eraser; paper (1 sheet per student), pencils, markers
Option 2: Provide each student with a portion of black posterboard (a posterboard can be cut into halves or thirds if needed). 

White chalk, chalkboard pens
Option 3: Set up a table filled with cupcakes, candy, or other prizes. Around the table on the ground, make squares big enough for a student to stand in. Label the squares with numbers.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 4:1–7. Prayerfully consider what this passage says: 
About God

The Word is full of instructions that lead and guide us throughout life. God honors our obedience to His Word by taking care of us in our times of need. Simply put, our blessings come from obedience.
To You as a Teacher

As adults, we spend the majority of our lives obeying rules and laws. For example, we rarely question traffic rules because we know they are for our benefit. While obeying these rules and laws are important, how much more important it is to obey God. As a result, biblical obedience yields eternal payoffs.
To Your Students

“Make your bed.” “Pick up your toys.” “Brush your teeth.” “Do your homework.” “Be nice.” Children often need to be reminded to obey. Imagine how rich we would be if we received a quarter for every time we had to repeat instructions to a student. We often reward students for obeying, and God does the same. He honors our obedience and rewards it in many ways, including with the promise of eternal life. Encourage students to think of how obedience can be a positive thing in their lives.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God takes care of those who obey Him. 

Show the baseball. How many of you enjoy playing baseball?
· What are some rules that a parent might make for playing baseball at home?

We have rules to keep us safe, to keep those around us safe, and to keep the things around us safe. Imagine a child choosing to play baseball in the front yard instead of the backyard where Mom said to play. The child swings the bat, smacks the ball, and crash! The ball flies through the windshield of Mom’s car. 

· What might be some consequences of the child’s actions?

· How could the child have avoided these consequences?

Obedience is not always easy, but it is the right choice. Our parents make rules to help us be safe. God has rules too, and He takes care of those who obey Him.
Opening Activity: Follow God’s Instructions
Show the dirty pennies. Do you think these pennies looked this way when they were brand new? No, the pennies were shiny and clean when they were new. We need to clean the pennies to restore them to their original look. I remember reading that you can use vinegar to clean them.

Form three groups. Give each group pennies, a bowl of vinegar, an empty bowl, and some cotton swabs. Put your pennies in the empty bowl. Dip a cotton swab in vinegar and clean the pennies. There may be a slight cleaning effect, but nothing significant.
Pretend to be disappointed in the results. I guess I should have read the instructions more carefully. Consult your teacher’s manual for instructions. Now I understand. I was supposed to mix salt into the vinegar. Measure 1 tsp. of salt into ¼ cup of vinegar for each group. Stir until the salt is dissolved. When the salt is completely dissolved, have students put the pennies into the mixture. They may need to stir the solution a bit, but the results will be surprisingly different—the effort will produce clean, shiny pennies.
We are like the vinegar, and the salt is like God. We can try to be obedient on our own, but it is hard to obey when we use our own strength. It is much easier to obey when we ask God for help, and obedience is rewarding. Read II Kings 2:9–10 from the unit 2 MW poster (trp). Obedience, like persistence, can be another hard, but rewarding, thing we choose when following God and His leaders. Give each of your students a shiny penny to remind them how brightly their righteousness shines when they obey God.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever obeyed instructions that seemed strange or inconvenient?
Bible Lesson: The Miraculous Flow of Oil (II Kings 4:1–7)
Bible Lesson Verse: “Thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lord” (II Kings 4:1).
Distribute the activity papers and colored pencils. On the front page, students illustrate scenes as you share the lesson.

Elisha was a prophet who shared God’s messages with people. In area #1, students fill in Elisha’s speech balloon with, “OBEY GOD.” 

Read II Kings 4:1. One day Elisha was passing through a small town. A woman approached him crying. “Please sir,” she said, “I am a widow, and my husband was a prophet. Before my husband died, he borrowed money. Now that he is dead, I cannot repay his debt.” Students draw dollar signs in area #2. The woman continued, “I do not have any money. The man my husband borrowed from said if I do not pay him back, he will take my sons away to be his slaves. I love my sons, and I do not want anything bad to happen to them. Please help me.” In area #3, students draw tears on the widow’s face.

Elisha asked, “How can I help? What do you have in your house?”

“I only have one pot of oil in my house.” In area #4, students draw an outline of a house around the pot of oil.

Elisha felt sorry for the woman, and he wanted to help her. He said, “Go to your neighbors and borrow as many empty jars as you can find. Then go into your house, close the door, and fill the jars from your pot of oil.” In area #5, students draw many pots around the single pot of oil.

The woman did not know how this could happen, but she did as Elisha said. The woman and her sons collected as many jars as they could find. Then they went inside the house and shut the door. Play the Pouring Oil sound effect (dr). First, she filled one jar and set it aside. Her sons brought her another jar and she filled it. Over and over she filled the jars with oil until each jar was full; her original jar never emptied out. Students trace over this scene in area #6. 

When the woman told Elisha about the filled jars, he instructed her to sell the oil. It would be enough to pay off all the money her husband had owed, plus it would give her enough money to take care of her family. In area #7, students draw smiles on the woman and her two sons. Students add words of thankfulness in the speech balloons.

The woman obeyed the instructions of the prophet. Now her sons would not be taken away from her. She was so glad Elisha helped her. God took care of the woman and provided everything she needed.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will obey God.
Students will race to find the hidden containers. When they have found the containers, students will remove the review questions (trp). The student with question one will read first. Students will answer the question. Continue until all questions have been answered. 

1. What was Elisha’s job? He was a prophet of God.
2. Why was the widow with two sons so sad? She could not pay her husband’s debts; the person they owed was going to take her sons as slaves.
3. What did Elisha tell the woman to do? Borrow empty jars from neighbors and friends.
4. The widow only had a little oil. What did Elisha tell her to do with it? Fill all the rest of the jars.
5. What did the widow do with all the oil? She sold it and paid off her husband’s debt.
6. What might have happened if the woman had refused to obey? Answers will vary. 
7. How is this story comparable to our own lives? Is it hard to obey God, our parents, and our leaders, especially when we do not understand? Answers will vary. 

It is important that we obey, even when we do not understand.
Prayer and Call to Action

We all have a debt we cannot repay; we have all done wrong things. Because of the love of Christ, we are not required to be slaves or to live in our sins. Jesus died for our sins and paid our debts. Play worship music as students pray for God’s Spirit to help them obey.

Dear Jesus, Thank You for Your love and Your sacrifice that paid my debt. Help me to hide Your Word in my heart that I may obey You and those over me. I want to please You in all I do. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one yet, send home the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
· For each student, send home the lesson 6 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· Consider giving each family eight to ten index cards to complete the Home Connection activity. Ask families to share the results of their experiences via text or email.

· Send a note to each family letting them know you are thinking of them and praying for them. 
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

The Bible shows us how to worship God. If we obey God with sincerity, we will demonstrate our worship with actions mentioned in the Bible. These actions include singing, raising our hands, clapping, dancing, and surrendering ourselves to God. 

Challenge students to obey God and worship with actions while listening to the suggested songs:

· “When the Spirit of the Lord” by Fred Hammond & RFC

· “I Give Myself Away” by William McDowell
Memory Work: II Kings 2:9–10
Unit 2 Memory Passage
"Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so” (II Kings 2:9–10).
Review the unit 2 MW poster (trp). Focus on memorizing verse 10. Students will find the ten ALL-CAPPED words in the Find 10 from 10 word search (trp) (dr).
After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

What did the story of Elisha, the widow woman, and the pots of oil show us? On the back of the activity paper, students will answer the question by arranging the letters from the pots in order according to the designs. 
Discuss how we can obey God, His Word, and the leaders He places in our lives. Identify ways God takes care of us.
AP Answer

God takes care of those who obey Him.
Option 1: Timeliness of Obedience
On the whiteboard, work as a class to create a timeline of the widow’s story. Students take turns writing each step of the story on the board, starting with the widow calling for Elisha’s help. 

After the timeline is completed, highlight places where the widow was obedient. The miracle could not have happened if she had not obeyed what the prophet told her to do. 

Give each student a piece of paper. Each student will create a personal timeline for when they were obedient to the Lord. If a student does not have a personal example, encourage the student to choose another biblical story and create a timeline for it. Students may add illustrations if they wish. As they work, allow students to share their testimonies or Bible stories with classmates.
Option 2: “I Will” Posters
Students will create “I Will” posters to identify areas of commitment to God. Walk them through the following instructions:

· Lay the white chalk on its side and rub over the edges of the posterboard to give it an older look. 

· Use chalk pens to write in large letters across the top: I WILL. 

· Under this, write commitments you can make to God (e.g., I will listen for the voice of God, I will follow directions the first time I am asked, I will trust what God is doing).
Option 3: JBQ Cake Walk
Play some music. When the music stops, call out a number. The person on that number must answer a question. If they get it correct, they choose a treat or prize and then they are out of the game. If they get it incorrect, play continues and the student remains in the game.

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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