Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 2
God Hears Elijah’s Prayers 
God Heals the Widow’s Son
 Week of June 14, 2020

Unit 1

Elijah
Unit Aim

Students will examine how God shows that He is God.
Unit Memory Passage

I Kings 18:36–37
Scripture Text

I Kings 17:17–24
Bible Lesson Verse

I Kings 17:24
Bible Point 

God honors the prayers of His preachers.
Life Application

I believe God answers my pastor’s prayers.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container, gas can
Opening Activity: Invite someone who has received a miracle of healing or provision after being prayed for by the pastor (or testify yourself). Students will interview the person. Prepare to record the interview (test the recorder before class). 

Contact List (trp) (dr)
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: On a whiteboard, draw three blank faces (large, medium, and small) as shown on page 16. You will also need dry erase markers and an eraser.

Bibles, Bubble Web poster (trp) from lesson 1, Emoji sheet (trp) (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), pencils, access to your email account
Prayer and Call to Action: Whiteboard and marker
Home Connection: For new students, print a copy of the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, print a copy of the lesson 2 hc devotion (dr). Prepare to send postcards (trp) (dr) or greeting cards.
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” lyric video by Matt Redman, “I Lift My Hands” lyric video by Chris Tomlin
Memory Work: Unit 1 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), markers
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Parachute or a king-sized flat sheet, music
Option 2: On strips of paper, write possible answers to prayers that a pastor might pray about (e.g., someone getting baptized, getting a new church van, teaching a Bible study, someone coming to church for the first time, someone being healed). Fold the papers and put them in a bag. You will also need a timer.
Option 3: Attach a verse reference to each bowling pin. Set up the bowling pins in formation. JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr), ball
Teacher Devotional
Read I Kings 17:17–24. Prayerfully consider what this passage says: 
About God

There is never a time God does not hear the prayers of His preachers and those in His service. God responds by honoring those prayers. No request is too great or need too large for God.
To You as a Teacher

Our pastors have been anointed and appointed to be a shepherd over us. God has given such a large responsibility to them and, in return, God is touched by their prayers. There is something very powerful about the relationship our pastors have with God.
To Your Students

Many times when we are upset, we do not know what to do or what to pray. Our pastor is there to guide us during these times and to pray for us. Encourage your students to share their needs and prayer requests with their pastor. Assure students they can call on their pastor and church leaders during times of need.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (ap) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God honors the prayers of His preachers. 
Show the gas can. What is this used for? Pause for responses. That’s right. People put fuel or gas in it. Then they use that fuel when their car or lawn mower’s gas tank is low. Our cars and lawn mowers will not work without fuel. Without fuel, we would be sitting on the side of the road, miles from our destination, or our yard may only be half-mowed. 

Prayer is like fuel to preachers. They pray and receive the strength, wisdom, peace, and guidance to continue their journey. God honors the prayers of preachers.
Opening Activity: Answered Prayers
If your students are not outgoing, prepare a list of questions for them to use. Alternately, you may need to limit each student to one question.
Introduce the guest to students (or prepare to testify yourself). Explain how the person received a miracle after being prayed for by the pastor. Place a recorder in front of the person being interviewed. Start the recording by stating the date, the occasion, and the guest’s name. 

Have the guest share the testimony. After the testimony, open the floor for Q&A. Have students move near the recorder to ask their questions. Before students ask a question, have them introduce themselves.

After the interview, pass around the Contact List (trp) (dr). Ask students to write down the contact information of someone they wish to send the recording to. As soon as possible, digitally send the recording to the people that students have listed. (Note: You may need to contact parents to get complete contact information.)
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever had a desperate need? Who did you ask to help you? What happened?
Bible Lesson: God Heals the Widow’s Son (I Kings 17:17–24)
I Kings 17:17–24
17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, . . . fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.

18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?

19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

20 And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?

21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.

22 And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived.

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.
Draw three blank faces on the board. 

· A large face with a beard to represent Elijah. 

· A medium-sized face with a scarf to represent the widow. 

· A small face with a cap to represent the boy. 

Provide a marker and eraser for students to use. Post the Emoji sheet (trp) (dr) near the whiteboard.

Display the Bubble Web poster (trp) from lesson 1. Ask questions to review the events. Explain that today’s Bible lesson occurred after these things.

Have students find I Kings 17:17–24 in their Bibles. Read each verse aloud and discuss what is happening (see below). Ask students what emotions the characters were feeling. Volunteers draw the appropriate emojis on the blank faces. This exercise will lead students to consider the range of emotions covered in this situation. 

Read verse 17. The widow’s son died. This was the same boy whose life was saved by the miracle of the meal and oil. No doubt his mother wondered why, after miraculously saving him, God would allow her boy to die. Volunteers draw expressions for widow and son.

Read verse 18. Grief makes people say and do strange things. When people are grieving, they may look for someone to blame, such as the doctor, a relative, or even God. The widow went to Elijah for help, but she blamed him for her son’s death. 

· Is it logical for her to ask for help from the person she is blaming? How do you think her accusation make Elijah feel? Student adds expression to Elijah’s face.
Read verse 19. Elijah took action. Student changes Elijah’s expression. He carried the lifeless boy to an upper bedroom.
Read verse 20. Elijah asked God, “Why has this happened? Why are You doing this?” What was Elijah feeling? Student changes Elijah’s expression.

Read verse 21. In prayer Elijah stretched himself over the boy and cried, “O Lord, let this boy live.”
· Why do you think Elijah had to pray three times? Why wouldn’t God answer his prayer the first time? 

Did Elijah’s feelings change? If so, how? Student changes Elijah’s expression.

Read verse 22. God heard Elijah and revived the boy. How was Elijah feeling? How was the boy feeling? Add emojis to their faces.

Read verses 23–24. Elijah carried the living boy back to his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive.” 

The woman responded, “I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth” (I Kings 17:24). 

· How were all the characters feeling now? Change expressions as needed.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I believe God answers my pastor’s prayers.
If sending an email, attach the audio recording file. Otherwise, share the recording with your pastor later.
Distribute the activity papers and pencils. Ask students to draw a picture of their pastor and then make a list of things their pastor might pray for them. Then ask for volunteers to share their lists with the class. Use these lists to do the following activity.

Work with students to create an email or write a letter to the pastor. Each student adds one sentence to the message, expressing appreciation for the pastor’s prayers or requesting prayer for a need. All sentences are included in one email or letter. Below is an example: 

Dear Pastor (name),

Our lesson today was about God answering Elijah’s prayer for the widow’s son. We also heard (guest’s name)’s testimony of how God answered your prayer for his (or her) need. An audio copy of our class’s interview is attached.
We want to express our appreciation for your prayers and ask you to please pray for our needs.
· “Thank you for praying for my grandmother when she was sick.” (Jason Ogle)
· “Please pray for my unsaved dad.” (Adaline Lyons)

Thank you from the Primary Class,

(name), Teacher
Prayer and Call to Action

While our pastor often prays for us, how often do we pray for our pastor? Ask students to name specific needs the pastor might have. List these on a whiteboard. Lead students in praying focused prayers.
Lead students in focused prayer: Lord, thank You for answering our pastor’s prayers. Please help us remember to pray for our pastor and our pastor’s family every day. This week, please answer our pastor’s needs (fill in with needs) by the power of Your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a lesson 2 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· This week send a postcard (trp) (dr) or greeting card to each student. Both parents and students will appreciate the contact.

· Ask your pastor if there are any specific requests your class can pray about. Send these prayer requests to your students’ parents and encourage them to pray for the pastor’s needs with their family.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

Use worship time to thank God for answering the prayers of the pastor. Instruct everyone to raise their hands and sing along with the following songs: 

· “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” by Matt Redman 

· “I Lift My Hands” by Chris Tomlin
Memory Work: I Kings 18: 36–37
Unit 1 Memory Verse

“Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again” (I Kings 18:36–37).
Review the unit 1 MW poster (trp). Form small groups. Give groups five minutes to come up with their own actions for the memory verses. Then ask each group to perform their actions for the class. Say the verses together again as a group.

After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity papers, a questionnaire is provided. Students interview the pastor or a member of the pastoral staff and return their questionnaires next week to share with the class. Build excitement by reviewing the questions and making guesses as to the pastor’s answers. Have students make their interviews unique by filling in the blank to question #2 (e.g., book, game, song, dessert, soda, animal) and formulating a question of their own for #5. 

Spend time thanking God for your pastor and asking God to give your pastor protection and wisdom.
Option 1: The Pastor’s Prayer Covering
Show the parachute or sheet and instruct all students and teachers to hold on to the edges all the way around. Play music. When the music stops, students thrust their arms up in the air, get underneath the parachute, tuck it behind them, and sit on the edges creating a balloon with the parachute. The last person seated under the parachute says a prayer for your pastor (e.g., “Lord, please keep my pastor healthy,” “God, please bless my pastor’s family”). Repeat this process as time allows.

Being under the parachute is like being covered by our pastor’s prayers. God honors the prayers of our pastor. It is important that we pray for our pastor too.
Option 2: Pastor’s Answered Prayers Charades
Form two teams. Each team chooses a person to be the “actor.” The actor draws a paper from the bag and acts out the item listed. The rest of the team has one minute to guess what the student is acting out. If the team has not guessed it when time is called, the other team has fifteen seconds to guess. The team who guesses correctly earns a point. Play continues with teams taking turns acting and guessing.
Option 3: JBQ Bowling
Students will take turns rolling a ball down to knock out the bowling pins. Whichever pins they knock down, they must quote the references on the pins. For each verse they quote correctly, they get a point.

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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