Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 12
God Delivers Judgment
Jerusalem Is Destroyed
 Week of August 23, 2020

Unit 3

Exile
Unit Aim

Students will conclude God is always available, even though there are consequences for disobeying Him.
Unit Memory Passage
II Chronicles 34:31
Scripture Text

II Kings 24:10–25:21

II Chronicles 36:11–21
Bible Lesson Verse

II Chronicles 36:16
Bible Point 

God kept His Word and punished His people for their disobedience.
Life Application

I will keep God’s Word.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container
Place six tablespoons of baking soda in a clear cup. Place the cup in a 9" x 13" glass baking dish. Place 2 cups of vinegar and a few drops of food coloring in a clear cup; keep it nearby.
Opening Activity: No supplies needed
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Make name tags: KIng Nebuchadnezzar, King Jehoiachin, King Zedekiah. 

Bible arts (trp) from previous lessons, 3 crowns (purchased or made from paper)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: “Wait on the Lord” by James Wilson
Home Connection: For each student, prepare to send home the unit MW handouts (dr) and the lesson 12 hc devotion (dr). Send a note to parents and students reminding them of the end-of-the-quarter class party next Sunday. Let them know prizes will be awarded for memory work. Students are encouraged to wear car repair specialist uniforms.
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Bibles; suggested songs: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” by Donnie McClurkin, “Stand in Your Love” lyric video by Josh Baldwin
Memory Work: On the whiteboard, write a blank for each word in the memory verse (each blank should be the size of an index card). On index cards, write each word of the verse. Place prizes (1 per student) in a box.
Unit 3 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), markers, tape or reusable adhesive
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Flashlight, batteries, Bible
Option 2: Cardstock (1 sheet per student), markers
Option 3: Create a tic-tac-toe board on the floor using painters’ tape. From posterboard, create large X’s (red) and O’s (yellow) and laminate them.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 24:10–25:21; and II Chronicles 36:11–21. Prayerfully consider what these passages say: 
About God

God holds His children accountable when they are disobedient. Though He is merciful, He must also keep His word. Just as a loving father will discipline his children to keep them safe and show them how to do right, our Father will punish His children as needed.
To You as a Teacher

Being outside of God’s blessings is a place we all want to avoid. We must purpose deep within our hearts to keep God’s Word in all of our daily activities and actions. When we keep His Word, we find a place of true happiness.
To Your Students

Who is God? The answer is simple and complicated at the same time. When students examine the character of God, they will learn that He is just, patient, kind, true, compassionate, loving, and fair. To add another facet to these characteristics, Zedekiah discovered there are consequences for not obeying God. Our students need to understand that God’s love is always available to them, but disobeying His principles causes consequences. They need to know that while God loves them, He expects obedience.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God kept His Word and punished His people for their disobedience.
Have you learned about cause and effect in school? One thing (the cause) leads to another thing (the effect). If you study hard (the cause), you will get a decent grade on a test (the effect). If you do not study at all (the cause), you will likely get a bad grade on the test (the effect). 

· Can you think of other examples of cause and effect in your life? Let students share.
Show the baking soda and the vinegar in their separate cups. On their own, both baking soda and vinegar stay dormant; they will not change. They will remain a powder and a liquid. Have you ever mixed these two things together? Select a volunteer to be your assistant. The volunteer will pour the vinegar into the cup of baking soda. Watch the reaction. In this experiment, the cause was mixing vinegar and baking soda. The effect was a cool chemical reaction in the form of an eruption. 
Opening Activity: Red Light, Green Light
Let’s play a new version of Red Light, Green Light. Explain what each color means:

· red=stop

· yellow=crawl

· green=walk fast

· orange=hop on one foot

· purple=walk backward

Students line up at one end of the room. You stand on the opposite side of the room. When you call out a color, students must do the corresponding action immediately. If they choose the wrong action, they must start over. Have another teacher referee by letting kids know when they must start over. Keep changing colors until someone reaches you and is declared the winner.

How did this game illustrate a cause and effect relationship? . . . If you obeyed the color and did the associated action, you continued to move forward. If you did not obey, you had to start over. Starting over was a consequence for not following directions. 

God responds to us in the same way. If we do not obey Him and we despise His grace, there will be punishment. Hebrews 12:6 (NLT) says, “For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.” He punishes us because He loves us.
Hebrews 12:6

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever experienced a consequence for not obeying?
Bible Lesson: Jerusalem Is Destroyed (II Kings 24:10–25:21; II Chronicles 36:11–21)
Bible Lesson Verse: “They mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy” (II Chronicles 36:16).
From generation to generation, the kings and people of Israel would switch back and forth between obeying God and doing what was evil in His sight. Use Bible art (dr) from previous lessons to discuss the actions of Israel’s kings and its people. 

· Think back to rulers we have learned about recently. Who chose to do evil instead of obeying God? Ahab and Jezebel murdered to get Naboth’s vineyard. King Uzziah burned incense on the altar in the Temple and got leprosy. The wicked Queen Athaliah tried to have the entire royal family murdered. 

Even though these rulers did awful things, God still had patience and gave His people chance after chance to repent and turn toward Him. Unfortunately, when God sent messengers to warn of His coming judgment, His prophets were made fun of and despised.

· Have you ever been mocked (made fun of) for trying to get someone to do the right thing? What happened? How did that make you feel?

Today we will focus on three more rulers. We have King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and King Jehoiachin of Jerusalem. Dress two volunteers with crowns and appropriate name tags.

King Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem and raided it. He took King Jehoiachin, his commanders, and others as prisoners. There were 10,000 captives in all. He took the treasures from the Temple back to Babylon. He placed a new king named Zedekiah over Jerusalem. Place the Zedekiah name tag on a third volunteer. Have Nebuchadnezzar take the crown from Jehoiachin and place a new crown on Zedekiah. Nebuchadnezzar and Zedekiah shake hands. Jehoiachin can be seated. Nebuchadnezzar stands off to the side. 

King Zedekiah was placed in charge of Jerusalem and did what was evil in the sight of God. God gave Zedekiah every opportunity to change. God even sent the prophet Jeremiah with a word of warning to Zedekiah, but Zedekiah refused to humble himself. Have Zedekiah say, “I will do what I want to do. I am not going to listen to some man who claims to be a prophet.” 

Meanwhile, the leaders in the Temple and the people also became more unfaithful to God by desecrating the house of God. Do you know what desecrate means? Basically, they polluted the Temple with things that were ungodly. God had shown patience and mercy by sending prophets to warn them, but the people refused to listen. God could no longer hold back His anger. It was time to punish the people in Jerusalem. 

How did God do it? . . . King Zedekiah was a stubborn man. Even though Nebuchadnezzar had given him his position, Zedekiah did not respect him. The oath of loyalty Zedekiah had taken to Nebuchadnezzar meant nothing to him, so he rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar. Have Zedekiah say, “Nebuchadnezzar is a big wimp, and I am not scared of him.” Zedekiah would regret these words almost as much as not listening to the prophet Jeremiah.

As punishment for all that had been done against Him, God allowed King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians to attack Judah. Have Nebuchadnezzar and several volunteers arrest Zedekiah and order him to take a seat. Zedekiah acts sad. The Temple—the house of the Lord—was destroyed. Everything of value inside the Temple was stolen by the Babylonians. The walls of the city were torn down. The palaces were burnt down. Have Nebuchadnezzar say, “Nobody disrespects me and gets away with it.” 

Sadly, King Zedekiah’s eyes were poked out and all his sons were killed. The disobedient people of Jerusalem were taken captive and carried to Babylon. God kept His word and punished His people for their disobedience. The continual rejection of God caused terrible consequences. Have a student reads II Chronicles 36:16 (Bible Lesson Verse).
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will keep God’s Word.
Distribute the activity papers and pencils. Throughout your life, you will be faced with difficult decisions. The Word of God is the best place to get the instructions you need. On your paper are four scenarios and four Scripture references. We will look up the Bible verses and vote to see which scenario the verse best matches. 

· I received healing at church last week, but I am not sure if it was real. (Jeremiah 17:14)

· I have been dealing with fear when I am alone. (Deuteronomy 31:8)

· My friends at school are tempting me to do things I know I should not do. (James 1:13)

· I do not want to pay my tithes because I could buy a lot more stuff with that money. (Ecclesiastes 5:10)

When we choose to obey God’s Word, the results will be positive. If we ignore His Word, there will be negative consequences. When we are faced with making decisions like the scenarios above, we should pray, fast, study the Word, and listen to our spiritual leaders before making any big decisions.
Prayer and Call to Action

Play “Wait on the Lord” by James Wilson as students gather in a circle. Have students pray individually asking for God’s Spirit to help them follow and keep God’s Word every day. Go around the room and pray for each student to be filled or refilled with the Holy Spirit to help them to overcome sin and obey God. Lord, fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Help us overcome sin and obey You. Help us hold on to Your Word and allow it to guide every decision we make. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home the lesson 12 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· Send home a copy of the unit MW handouts (dr) with each student. Also send a notice asking students to dress as car repair specialists for next week’s fun review lesson. Let students and parents know prizes will be given for memory work. Encourage them to bring a friend. 
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

Teachers and students hold Bibles as they worship and sing the suggested songs: 

· “Create in Me a Clean Heart” by Donnie McClurkin 

· “Stand in Your Love” lyric video by Josh Baldwin
Memory Work: II Chronicles 34:31
Unit 3 Memory Passage
“And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant which are written in this book” (II Chronicles 34:31).
Review the unit 3 MV poster (trp) while standing like a flamingo. Play a game of Stand by Your Word. Ask all students to stand. They must remain standing very still and be prepared to raise their hand the fastest and stand by their word. 

Walk around the room with a box full of prizes. As you walk, randomly ask: Who will stand by their word? The first student to raise a hand gets to give a “one word” answer. The answer must be a word from the Bible verse. (Note: the words of the verse do not have to be given in order for this game.) If the word is in the verse, the student gets to choose a prize from the box. Mount the index card with that word on the wall in verse order. Repeat this process until all the words to the verse have been given. 

Optional: Have some words of the verse already mounted and do this as a fill-in-the-blank type activity. This will make it faster if time is an issue.
After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity paper, students work to break the code. Then they read the choices and circle as many as they choose. Reinforce the fact that we have choices, but those choices have consequences—some good and some not so good.
AP Answer

Choices have consequences.
Option 1: Light the Path
Show your flashlight. Take out the batteries and explain that these batteries represent the Word of God in our lives. Read Psalm 119:105. When we hide the Word of God in our hearts, it allows our path to become illuminated. The Word of God will show us the way we need to go.

Play flashlight tag. The person who is “it” leaves the room. The remaining students hide. Turn off the lights. Using the flashlight, “it” enters the room and searches for the other students. When a student is found, “it” shouts out the student’s name. Play continues until everyone is found.
Option 2: Powerful Flyers
Give each student a sheet of cardstock. Instruct students to design a flyer titled “God’s Word Is Powerful” by creating and illustrating similes and metaphors showing how God’s Word is powerful (e.g., God’s Word is stronger than a tornado). Students write metaphors on their flyers and then draw pictures to illustrate them.
Option 3: JBQ Musical Chairs
Show students the tic-tac-toe board and the posterboard X’s and O’s. Divide students into two teams. Ask a question from the JBQ Quizzes (dr). If they get it right, they place their X or O in one of the squares. The team who gets three in a row wins!
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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