Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 3
God Shows His Power over Baal 
God Sends the Fire
 Week of June 21, 2020

Unit 1

Elijah
Unit Aim

Students will examine how God shows that He is God.
Unit Memory Passage

I Kings 18:36–37
Scripture Text

I Kings 18:17–39
Bible Lesson Verse

I Kings 18:37
Bible Point 

God is God alone and has all power.
Life Application

I will serve the one true God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container, VIN number visual (trp)
Opening Activity: Make confetti by using a hole punch on a stack of construction paper. Place the confetti in a bowl. Rehearse the Elijah’s Challenge script (trp) (dr) with a student actor. Encourage the actor to ad lib. Place a vacuum in the classroom out of students’ view.
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Write the letter B on slips of paper (1 per student minus 2). Fold them and place them in a sack. 

Bibles, Bubble Web poster (trp) from lesson 1, crown, mantle or cape, facial tissues, Explosion sound effect (dr)
Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: For each student, copy Elijah’s revised prayer (trp) (dr)
Home Connection: For new students, print a copy of the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, print a copy of the lesson 3 hc devotion (dr). For each family, send home a bag of Crunchy Flamin’ Hot Cheetos
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Musical or rhythm instruments; suggested songs: “Power” (dr) by PPH Kids Music, “There’s No God like Our God” by Norman Hutchins, “Our God” lyric video by Chris Tomlin
Memory Work: Write both MW verses on the whiteboard.
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), paper to cover the poster, eraser, ball, music, memory charts (ap) (dr), markers
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), colored pencils
Option 1: Use brown construction paper to cut out pieces of meat to go on the altar. Use blue construction paper to cut out water droplets and puddles to paste on the project.

Per student: One full toilet paper roll; gray, orange, and red tissue paper; markers, glue, scissors
Option 2: With brown wrapping paper, cover boxes of all sizes (e.g., cereal, mac ’n cheese, granola bars, tissues).

Markers
Option 3: Prepare a set of cards with the verse references on them and a set of cards with the text on them.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr), prizes
Looking Ahead

Lesson 4 includes an optional idea for using invisible ink pens with built-in UV lights. This activity will dramatically increase students’ interest. Check a local craft or office supply store, or you can purchase a package from Amazon.com. To double the use of the pens, give them as prizes. Students love these.
Teacher Devotional
Read I Kings 18:17–39. Prayerfully consider what this passage says: 
About God

There is no one and no thing that compares to God. He created the universe with a spoken word and has all power. He is the almighty God.
To You as a Teacher

It is easy to become wrapped up in activities and things that take our focus away from God. Temporary distractions pale in importance to the eternal rewards we gain by living for Him. We must make the conscious decision to serve the one true God every single day.
To Your Students

Society bombards today’s youth with many false doctrines, teaching beliefs that contend with Christianity to “help” our students be more compassionate. As Sunday school teachers, we must help our students differentiate between sound doctrine and false doctrine, instilling a love for the Bible and the one true God at a young age. Encourage your students to recognize how God is at work in their own lives and in the world around them.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God is God alone and has all power. 

Show a picture of a car’s VIN number (trp). Each car has a unique number on it called the Vehicle Identification Number or VIN number. There are thousands of cars with the same make and model, but each one has its own unique VIN number. If the vehicle is stolen, it can be identified by its VIN number. The VIN number helps those tracking it distinguish it from other cars that are the same make, model, and color. 

The same can be said of God. People have created many gods, but there is only one true God. If we know the truth about God, we will not become confused when others try to sway us into believing in their false gods and doctrine.
Opening Activity: Challenges
Provide a student actor with the Elijah’s Challenge script (trp) (dr). Also give the student a bowl of confetti and show the student where the vacuum is.

Student: (Enter, carrying bowl of confetti.) Teacher, look what I found. (Pick up a handful of confetti and sprinkle it back into the bowl.) Confetti . . . I love confetti. It’s party time! (Dance around the room, flipping confetti in the air, letting it fall everywhere.)

Teacher: (Student actor’s name), stop! Look at the mess you are . . . 

Student: (Trip and almost fall, which scatters the remaining confetti.)
Teacher: Just look at the mess you made. You can pick it up.

Student: But, Teacher, I can’t pick up all of that. (Look at the other students.) Please, guys, help me.

Teacher: Oh no. This is your job. You made the mess. You’re on your own.

Student: But, Teacher, I can’t. It’s too much. I . . . (smile and snap fingers) wait a minute. (Quickly go get the vacuum and vacuum up the confetti.)

Discuss how the student felt about picking up all the confetti, piece by piece. 

· How was the problem resolved? What type of power did it require?

Our Bible lesson is about a man who was in a situation where he was greatly outnumbered. He could have felt overwhelmed, but he wasn’t. He relied on a greater power—the one true God.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever felt outnumbered or overwhelmed at school or in a group of friends or family?
Bible Lesson: God Sends the Fire (I Kings 18:17–39)
Bible Lesson Verse: “Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again” (I Kings 18:37).
Use the Bubble Web poster (trp) (dr) from lesson 1 to refresh students’ memories about Elijah and the drought in Israel.

Choose two dramatic students to pantomime the roles of King Ahab and Elijah as you tell the story. Ahab wears a crown; Elijah wears a mantle or cape. The remaining students are the people of Israel who gathered on Mount Carmel to watch the showdown. 

Have students find I Kings 18 in their Bibles. The drought had been going on for three and one-half years. As the crops shriveled in the fields, the animals were dying, and the people were starving. 

King Ahab was angry. He was stomping around and yelling, “When I find that prophet Elijah, I am going to . . . .” He went looking for Elijah. “Aha! There you are, you troublemaker.” 

Elijah pointed his finger at the king. “I am not the troublemaker. You are—you and your family. You have disobeyed God. You worship idols. Call the 450 prophets of Baal, the 400 prophets of the groves, and the people of Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. It is time for a showdown. We are going to find out who is the true God—my God or Baal.”

The day for the big contest arrived—450 false prophets versus one true prophet. Everyone gathered around. Students gather.

Elijah said, “How long will you try to serve both Baal and the Lord God? Make up your minds. If the Lord is the true God, then follow Him; however, if Baal shows that he is god, then follow him.”

Tension sparked the air. The people of Israel chose sides. Let each student (except for Elijah and Ahab) draw a slip of paper from the container; explain that a B is for Baal or an E is for Elijah. (Do not reveal that all the slips are Bs.) Give students tissues to wave as they cheer for the team or person represented by the slip of paper they drew. Encourage students to cheer, clap, and boo as the scene dictates. Tell students to separate into teams depending on whether they drew an E or a B. They may be surprised to find that Elijah has no one on his side.

· Who do you think King Ahab was cheering for?

Elijah explained the rules. “Each team has one bullock (bull) to prepare for a sacrifice. Each team will build an altar and then place the wood and sacrifice on it, but no fire. Then they will pray. The God who answers by fire will prove He is the only true God, and you will serve Him alone.”

The people agreed, “Good idea.” 

Elijah waved at the prophets of Baal. “You first—let the contest begin.”

Baal’s prophets laid the wood for the fire, prepared the sacrifice, and started praying, “Oh Baal, send the fire.” Nothing happened. They prayed louder, “Oh Baal, send the fire.” Nothing happened. “Send the fire. Send the fire. Send the fire,” they chanted. Nothing happened. They jumped. Nothing happened. Encourage the class to get involved, cheering or jeering and waving their tissues.

Elijah stood to one side and mocked, “Cry louder. Jump higher. Maybe your god is taking a nap.”

The false prophets prayed louder. They ran faster. They jumped higher. On and on and on, all morning and afternoon, they continued. They went wild, even cutting themselves. They were frantic. Still nothing happened.

· How do you think King Ahab felt?

Finally, Elijah yelled, “Stop! That is enough of this foolishness. It is my turn.”

Exhausted and disappointed, the bloody false prophets dropped to the ground.

Using twelve large stones, Elijah built an altar. He placed the wood and sacrifice on the altar. Then he did something unexpected. Elijah dug a ditch around the altar. “Bring me four barrels of water,” he ordered. “Pour the water on the altar.” He commanded this to be done three times. 

· How many barrels of water was that? Twelve
· How do you think King Ahab felt about this waste of precious water?

The sacrifice, the wood, and the altar were soaked. Water ran into the ditch. 

Wet things never burn, but Elijah was not worried. He knew the one true God had all power. Instead of jumping around and screaming like the prophets of Baal, Elijah prayed a simple prayer, “Lord, You are the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Prove now that You are God and that I am Your servant. Show these people that You commanded me to do these things. Show them that You alone are God; then they will worship You only.”

Play the Explosion sound effect (dr). Swoop! Whoosh! Everything was gone. The sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and even the water in the ditch were all completely consumed by the fire that came down from heaven.

The people fell to their knees and bowed their heads. Students do so. They cried, “The Lord, He is God. The Lord, He is God.”

· How do you think the false prophets reacted?

· What do you think King Ahab did?

One man defeated 850 men, because one plus God is a majority every time.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will serve the one true God.
· What is an idol? Anything or anyone we put above God in our lives
· Name some things and people who are idolized in our world.

· Do you worship or idolize any of these things or people?

Elijah was outnumbered on Mount Carmel, but he was not overwhelmed. He called on the one true God for help. One plus God is enough to defeat any size or number of enemies.

Sometimes we find ourselves in situations where we feel outnumbered. We may be the only one standing for the one true God. 

· What is the key to victory in a situation where you are outnumbered or overwhelmed? Discuss prayer, memorizing Scripture, and calling on church friends for prayer.
Distribute activity papers and pencils. Students take turns reading each case study. Students will discuss possible responses and then write how they would respond in the blank after each case study.

1. Your friends are talking about the latest popular movie. They plan to watch it tomorrow night. They invite you to go, but you know it is rated R. How do you feel? What do you say?

2. At a family reunion, a cousin relates how her family visited a Pentecostal church. She entertains the others by mimicking speaking in tongues. They think it is hilarious. How do you feel? What do you say or do?

3. The news has reported an accident where one of your classmates has been critically injured. Doctors give her less than twenty-four hours to live. Everyone in your school is upset. How do you feel? What do you do?

4. Your friends at church are making fun of a boy with special needs. One of them asks why you haven’t joined in. How do you feel? What do you say?

5. At school your classmates are talking about what their churches teach. One classmate mentions a crazy church in town that does not believe in the Trinity. How do you feel? What do you say?

6. Why is it important that we only worship the one true God?
Prayer and Call to Action

Praying God’s Word is powerful. Show students how to personalize Acts 2:38 and John 3:16 (or other verses) by inserting their names or the names of people who need prayer.
Acts 2:38

Then Peter said unto (name), Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and (name) shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

John 3:16

For God so loved (name), that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Give each student a revised copy of Elijah’s prayer (trp) (dr) and pray it together: Lord Jesus, let it be known this day that You are the one true God and that I am Your child. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that [name of someone who is lost] may know that You are the Lord God, and that You are asking [him or her] to turn [his or her] heart to You. In Jesus’ name, amen. Encourage students to keep this in their Bibles to pray throughout the week.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home a lesson 3 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· Send home the cover of the activity paper, showing parents that the back contains the memory work passages for the entire quarter.

· Send each student home with a bag of Flamin’ Hot Cheetos and encourage students to tell their families about the fire falling from heaven in today’s lesson. 

· During the week, encourage parents to discuss with their children ways we can distinguish between the one true God and false gods.
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

Lead students in exuberant praise with actions and musical or rhythm instruments. Suggested songs include: 

· “Power” (dr) by PPH Kids Music (originally on Best of PPH Kids Music 2018)

· “There’s No God like Our God” by Norman Hutchins

· “Our God” lyric video by Chris Tomlin 

Memory Work: I Kings 18:36–37
Review the unit 1 MV poster (trp), and then cover it up. Play a game of Hot Potato Deletion. Have students sit in a circle near the whiteboard. Play music as students pass a ball around the circle. When the music stops, the student with the ball reads the verses written on the board. After each student reads, erase a word or section and play the music again. When the music stops, the student with the ball reads the board while remembering the missing words or phrases. Continue until all the words have been erased. Challenge students to say the verses on their own.

After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity papers, students will transfer one letter from each column to the blanks to answer the question: When God showed His power over Baal, what did the fire reveal? (Answer: There is only one God.) 

Students will also answer the question: What is God’s name? (Answer: Jesus)

God’s power is not only revealed by fire falling from the sky. He demonstrates His power in many different ways. 

· What are some ways God shows His power today?
Option 1: Altar on Fire
Set out supplies and walk students through the following steps:

· In the middle of a sheet of gray tissue paper, set a roll of toilet paper. 

· Pull the corners and edges of the tissue paper up and tuck them in the middle of the roll to give the roll a gray exterior. 

· On the sides, use a marker to draw twelve stones. 

· On top of the “altar” (where the gray is tucked in), paste brown construction-paper “meat” cutouts. 

· Place the blue construction-paper “water” cutouts all over it with puddles along the bottom. 

· Use red and orange tissue paper to create flames by pulling the sheets through the middle of the toilet paper roll. 

As students work, discuss how God answered Elijah’s prayer with fire.
Option 2: Sacrifices of Praise
Show the boxes that have been wrapped in brown paper. On the boxes, students write words that we use when we give a sacrifice of praise to God (e.g., Hallelujah; I worship You; You are awesome).

Once the boxes are finished, have students build an altar with them. If you have a large class, form small groups. Have groups work together to build the most unique altar. Discuss the importance of serving the one true God.
Option 3: JBQ Memory Match
Lay the verse references face up. Lay the cards with the verse text face down. The first student will pick a verse from the face down group, and then match it up with the correct verse reference. (They get 2 tries.) The next student will take a turn and play continues as time allows.

At the end, each quizzer picks a prize.

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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