Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 5
God Honors Elisha’s Persistence
Elisha Follows Elijah
 Week of July 5, 2020

Unit 2

Elisha
Unit Aim

Students will prove the importance of following God and His leaders.
Unit Memory Passage

II Kings 2:9–10
Scripture Text

I Kings 19:16

II Kings 2:1–15
Bible Lesson Verse

II Kings 2:2
Bible Point 

God honors those who follow Him with persistence.
Life Application

I will follow God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container, vegetable oil, water, clear glass, spoon
Opening Activity: Unit 2 MW poster (trp)
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Bring in a cloak or mantle (a large square of fabric can be a mantle). 

Gusty Wind sound effect (dr), blue sheet or plastic tablecloth, candle, matches
Apply and Act
Life Application: New Birth poster (trp), activity papers (page 1), pencils, colored pencils, markers
Prayer and Call to Action: Illustrations made during Life Application
Home Connection: For new students, prepare to send home the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, prepare to send home the lesson 5 hc devotion (dr). 
Optional: Housewarming gift
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Bibles; suggested songs: “Good Fight” by Unspoken, “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
Memory Work: Apply masking tape to dominoes and write a word of the memory verses on each domino. Consider creating two sets of tiles to make it a race. Mix all the tiles in a pile.

Unit 2 MV poster (trp), timer, memory charts (ap) (dr), markers
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Paper towel tubes (1 per student), marbles (10 per team), bucket (1 per team)
Option 2: No supplies needed
Option 3: Set up a ring toss game of your choice (either homemade or store bought).
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 2:1–15. Prayerfully consider what this passage says: 
About God

When we walk closely with our pastor, God promises to bless us. If we follow our leadership with unwavering faith and persistence, God will honor our prayers and work by doubling our efforts.
To You as a Teacher

Do not confuse belief in God for following God. When we follow God, we are submissive to His will and His ways. When we commit to following God, we intentionally submit to the leadership He has placed over us. When we do this, God promises to bless our ministries.
To Your Students

Elisha was so dedicated to Elijah that he would not leave his side. As Christians we need that kind of commitment to God. Encourage your students to develop a personal walk with God that is consistent and persistent through life’s ups and downs. Teach them how to pray and read God’s Word daily.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God honors those who follow Him with persistence.
People must choose if they will follow God or the world. Show the vegetable oil and the water. This oil represents the good things of God. The water represents the evil things of the world. Fill the glass with equal amounts of vegetable oil and water. Stir the oil and water together. Pause for a moment. The oil and water will separate. Oil and water do not mix, just as good and evil do not mix. People must make a choice to follow God and do what is right.
Opening Activity: Me and My Shadow
Choose two students to help you demonstrate how a shadow works. Provide boundaries or classroom rules before they begin. Let them decide who will be the person and who will be the shadow. Encourage students to be creative, but give them a few ideas: 

· Pretend to eat an apple.

· Pretend to do a chore.

· Pretend to play a sport.

The shadow must mimic every action the other student performs. You can rotate students and give others a turn during this time. 

· How difficult was it to perform the tasks as a constant shadow?

Read II Kings 2:9–10 from the unit 2 MW poster (trp). Point out how persistence can sometimes be a hard thing. 

Share examples of people in your church who have followed God for many years. Discuss the evidence that shows how God has honored their persistence. (e.g., Sister (name) prayed for many years for her son. Her persistence paid off when she witnessed her son receive the Holy Ghost and then get baptized in Jesus’ name).

God honors those who follow Him with persistence.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever been so determined to do something that you would not give up?
Bible Lesson: Elisha Follows Elijah (I Kings 19:16; II Kings 2:1–15)
Bible Lesson Verse: “As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee” (II Kings 2:2).
Briefly review the previous lessons about Elijah’s life. From surviving famine to standing his ground against a wicked king and queen, Elijah faced many challenges in his role as God’s prophet. Yet he was persistent and determined.
· In your opinion, what was Elijah’s biggest challenge?

In I Kings 19:16, God instructed Elijah to choose a man named Elisha to become his successor. A successor is a person trained to take over someone’s job.

Place a blue sheet or plastic tablecloth on the floor to represent the Jordan River. Then choose two students to be Elijah and Elisha. Place the cloak over Elijah’s shoulders. The other student stands close to Elijah. 

It was a big day for Elijah and Elisha. You could feel it in the air. Something big was going to happen, and Elisha did not want to miss it. As they traveled together to Gilgal, Elijah said, “Elisha, the Lord is sending me to Bethel. You should stay here.” 

· Why do you think Elijah did not want Elisha to go with him? Could he have been testing Elisha’s persistence?

· How do you think Elisha responded?

Elisha replied, “As surely as you live and the Lord lives, I will not leave your side.” So Elisha went with Elijah to Bethel. 

When they arrived, the prophets in Bethel asked, “Elisha, do you know that God is going to take Elijah away today?”

Elisha quickly hushed them and said, “Yes, I know; now be quiet.”

Then Elijah came to Elisha and told him, “Elisha, the Lord is sending me to Jericho. You should stay here.”

Elisha shook his head and said, “As long as you live and the Lord lives, I will not leave your side.” So Elisha went with Elijah to Jericho. 

Once they reached the town, the prophets in Jericho asked, “Elisha, do you know that God is going to take Elijah away today?”

“Yes,” said Elisha, “now be quiet.”

Elijah came again to Elisha and told him, “Elisha, you should stay here; the Lord is sending me to Jordan.” 

Again Elisha told Elijah, “As long as you live and the Lord lives, I will not leave you.” The two of them set off walking toward the Jordan River. 

· In your opinion, why didn’t Elisha want to leave Elijah’s side? How did his action show persistence?

Fifty prophets followed Elijah and Elisha from a distance and watched them come to the Jordan River. Elijah took off his mantle, rolled it up, and struck the water with it. Elijah dramatizes as a helper rolls back the blue sheet so Elijah and Elisha can walk across. Amazingly, the waters divided, and they walked across the river on dry ground. Helper rolls the sheet back to its original position.

After they walked across, Elijah looked at Elisha and asked him a big question. “Elisha, what do you want from me before I leave you?” 

Elisha must have sensed the big moment was close at hand. Would he ever see Elijah again? He took the opportunity to ask for something very important. “I want to inherit a double portion of your spirit.”

· What does inherit mean? To receive something (money, property, or position) from someone when that person dies
Elijah said, “You have asked for a hard thing. However, if you see me being taken by the Lord, your request will be fulfilled. If you are not with me when it happens, you will not receive it.”

Elijah and Elisha continued their walk for a little while. Play the Gusty Wind sound effect (dr). Suddenly a fiery chariot pulled by fiery horses came charging between them, tearing Elijah and Elisha apart. Elijah whooshed off to Heaven in a whirlwind. 

Light the candle. Just like this candle with the flame burning brightly, Elijah was there one moment, and then a whirlwind from God—like a strong breath—took him away. Blow out the candle. The chariot and Elijah disappeared, leaving only a trace of smoke. Elijah drops the mantle on the floor.

Elisha’s teacher and friend was gone. Elisha cried out, “Master, you were like a father to me.” He tore his clothes to show his grief. Then he picked up Elijah’s mantle that had fallen to the ground. 

Elisha returned to the bank of the Jordan River, and just like his teacher, Elisha struck the water with the mantle while asking, “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” Helper rolls up the sheet. The waters parted and Elisha walked to the other side of the river.

Those fifty prophets from Jericho were still watching from a distance. They were amazed to see all that happened. They greeted Elisha and bowed before him. “The spirit of Elijah is now on Elisha,” they said.

· Why did Elisha stay close to Elijah all day?

· What happened to show us that Elisha got what he asked for?

Elisha’s persistence to follow Elijah resulted in him receiving a double portion of God’s Spirit. God honored Elisha with a leadership position and miraculous experiences because of his persistence.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will follow God.
How can we be persistent like Elisha in our own lives? Review the New Birth poster (trp) and emphasize that it takes “first steps” to start the journey of following God. 

Discuss ways to be persistent in following God beyond the new-birth experience.

· What can we do in our daily lives to show our commitment to following God?

· What do we do that shows others we are following God?

· What are some other ways we can demonstrate our persistence in following God?

Distribute the activity papers and colored pencils. On the front page, students create a design or picture using words that describe the level of commitment they want to have in their relationship with God. They can use adjectives (e.g., persistent, determined, devoted), actions (e.g., prayer, worship, fasting), or Bible verses (e.g., Psalm 119:133; Deuteronomy 13:4; Deuteronomy 31:8; Colossians 3:17). 

As students work on their word art, explain the principle of sowing and reaping. Hosea 10:12 says, “Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.” 

Sowing takes work. You cannot give up when things get difficult. You must be patient and persistent in order to gain (reap) the rewards. When you choose to daily follow God and His Word, God will honor and bless your faithfulness and persistence. That is part of the sowing and reaping process. We give Him our lives, and He rewards us with eternal life.
Prayer and Call to Action

Have students discuss their word art illustrations. Do you see anything on your illustration that you may not be very strong in? Maybe it is prayer or fasting or reading the Bible or being a witness to others. 
We are going to pray for the Holy Ghost to give us the strength to grow in these areas. Following God with persistence takes determination. To be determined, we need strength. We receive that strength through prayer. 

Lead students in a prayer for strength. Resolve to continue following God no matter what. Lord Jesus, I have made up my mind to follow You all the days of my life. Some days are long, and some are tough. I need Your strength to keep going. I know You are a strong tower, and I can do all things through You because You strengthen me. I will do my best to always follow You and Your plan for my life. Help me in the areas of my life that need strengthening, and help me to grow closer to You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home a copy of the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For each student, send home the lesson 5 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· Have any of students recently moved? Consider sending a housewarming gift from your church staff this week. 
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

God’s Word helps us follow God with persistence. God’s Word is the sword of the Spirit that helps us defeat temptation. We need to memorize it. Students and teachers hold their Bibles while marching around the room, worshiping and singing the suggested songs:
· Good Fight” by Unspoken 

· “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
Memory Work: II Kings 2:9–10
Unit 2 Memory Passage
"Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so” (II Kings 2:9–10).
Introduce the unit 2 MV poster (trp). Choose a student to read the verses. Define any words or phrases students may not know.

· What is something you like to have double of? Ice cream, mashed potatoes, money
· What did Elisha mean when he said he wanted a double portion of Elijah’s spirit?

Play Bible Domino Effect. On “go,” time begins. The first player takes all dominos from the pile and lines them up in verse order; dominoes should be standing on end in preparation for the domino effect. When all dominoes are on end and in a row, the player pushes the front one down to collapse them all. Stop the timer when the last domino falls. Check to see if the student got the words in correct order. Add one second per word that is out of place; this adds more time to the score. Students take turns playing until all have completed. The shortest time wins.

Like these dominos, Elisha fell right in line behind Elijah. Where Elijah went, Elisha went. What Elijah said to do, Elisha did. Elisha followed the man of God in his life and obeyed him.

After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

Keep it up or give it up? On the back of the activity paper, students sort the phrases based on the attitudes they require or describe. For example, for “memorizing Scripture,” students should “keep it up,” but for “making excuses not to try something,” students should “give it up.”

Ask students to share personal accomplishments that required a keep-it-up attitude. What are some areas where they had to give it up? Discuss how God helps us persist in many areas of life. The most important area of persistence is in following God.
Option 1: Marble Relay
Form two teams. Each team forms a line, standing side by side. Give the first student in each line ten marbles. Place a bucket at the end of each line. Give each student a paper towel tube. Once the relay starts, students are not allowed to touch the marbles with their hands. They may only pass the marbles by using their paper towel tubes, and every student’s paper towel tube must be used. Any dropped marbles must be sent back to the first person in line. The first team to get all ten marbles into their bucket wins. 

At the end of the game, remind students of the power of persistence. We must be persistent, especially when following God seems challenging or even impossible.
Option 2: Twisted Follow-the-Leader
This game has three roles: Leader, Followers, and Guesser. The Leader leads the Followers in a series of activities. For example, if the Leader jumps up and down; the Followers also jump up and down. No matter how silly, the Followers are encouraged to imitate the actions of the Leader. They are also encouraged to not make it obvious who is leading. The Guesser’s job is to pick out who the Leader is.

Select a student to be the Guesser. The remaining students sit in a circle facing one another. The Guesser exits the room. While the Guesser is out, select a Leader. Everyone else is a Follower. The Guesser returns to the room and sits in the middle of the circle. The Leader discretely leads the Followers in actions. Play continues until the Guesser picks the Leader. 

Reiterate the lesson’s Bible verse. “As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee” (II Kings 2:2). Even when the leader did things we would not normally do, we continued to follow. There are times when the direction of the Lord may seem strange. However, we should follow Him, trusting He is working for our good.
Option 3: JBQ Ring Toss
Give students a question to answer. If the student does NOT answer the question correctly, they get one ring to toss. If the student DOES answer the question correctly, they get three rings to toss. For every ring that makes it around the stake, they earn a piece of candy or prize.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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