Word Aflame Primary—Summer 2020

God’s Kingdom: The Repair Shop
Lesson 11
Josiah Understands the 
Importance of God’s Word
The Book of the Law Is Discovered
 Week of August 16, 2020

Unit 3

Exile
Unit Aim

Students will conclude God is always available, even though there are consequences for disobeying Him.
Unit Memory Passage

II Chronicles 34:31
Scripture Text

II Kings 22:1–23:25

II Chronicles 34
Bible Lesson Verse

II Kings 22:13
Bible Point 

God expects us to obey His Word.
Life Application

I will obey God’s Word.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Repair Shop soundtrack (dr), from lesson 1, attendance charts (ap) (dr), attendance diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr), offering container, activity papers (page 1), colored pencils
Opening Activity: Prior to class, write out the following statements (or create your own) on index cards or strips of paper.

· I create a mini planet NOW.

· I want the temperature in this room to be colder/hotter NOW.

· I turn my shoes into gold NOW.
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Place a Bible in the bottom of a box. Fill the box to the top with random items, completely covering the Bible. Place the box at the front of the classroom.

New Birth poster (trp)
Apply and Act
Life Application: 3 sheets of paper, pencils, timer
Prayer and Call to Action: “Teach Me to Obey” by Bria Jean
Home Connection: For new students, prepare to send home the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). For all students, prepare to send home the lesson 11 hc devotion (dr). 
Extended Supplies
Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Word of God Speak” by MercyMe, “So Will I (100 Billion X)” by Hillsong Worship
Memory Work: Cut apart the Obey the Hat cards (trp). Place them in a large silly hat. 
Unit 3 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) (dr), markers
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Tape the picture of “The Law” Bible (dr) to the bottom of a Jenga block. Build a Jenga tower.
Option 2: No supplies needed
Option 3: Music, chairs, JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read II Kings 22 and II Chronicles 34. Prayerfully consider what these passages say: 
About God

In much the same way that a parent sets expectations for their children, God has clear expectations for us. Obedience to His Word is not negotiable. God gave clear directions in His Word, and he expects us to follow them.
To You as a Teacher

Nothing should stand between us and our obedience to God’s Word. When obstacles arise trying to prevent from answering God’s call, we must remove them without hesitation. Each and every day, we should be able to look in the mirror and confidently say, “I am in obedience to God’s Word!”
To Your Students

Our students need to know that the Bible is more than a storybook. While the Bible is full of stories, those stories serve a purpose: to help us know who God is. Students need to understand that God’s Word is life and power to us. It gives us strength, peace, and hope. It builds our faith. It helps solve our problems. God’s Word is the road map for our lives. Encourage your students to know the Word, love the Word, and live the Word.
Core (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)
Excite and Engage

Welcome

Play the Repair Shop soundtrack (dr) on a loop as students enter the classroom. Students add diagnostic stickers (trp) (dr) to their attendance charts (trp) (dr). Have students place their offering in the offering container when they arrive. Introduce the Bible Point: God expects us to obey His Word.
Greet students with statements that would typically be associated with leaving: Goodbye. See you later. Take care. You will surely get funny reactions. If any students try to leave, ask them kindly to take a seat because class is getting ready to start. 

Did you notice anything special about how I welcomed you to class today? Discuss the powerful effect of words. When we say the wrong thing at the wrong time, it can cause confusion, frustration, or hurt. We should choose our words carefully.
Distribute activity papers and colored pencils. Students take turns reading the scenarios given. In the circle next to each scenario, students draw emoji faces to reflect how they would react. Discuss students’ reactions.
Opening Activity: Power of the Word
We have power in our words to influence people and things, but there are limitations. Call up volunteers to demonstrate your point by having each one dramatically read one of the prepared cards to the class, repeating it several times. Emphasize that what they are saying is not happening right in front of their eyes.

The first recorded words of God came in Genesis 1:3. “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” Notice how, as soon as God spoke, it happened. 

The New Testament contains numerous instances of words being spoken by Jesus and things instantly changing. He spoke to the winds and waves while at sea, and they instantly calmed. He raised the dead back to life by commanding them to come forth. Challenge students to think of other instances. 

Discuss the powerful, infinite influence of God’s Word compared to the limitations of the words we speak. God alone can speak the world into existence, raise people from the dead, and control the weather. His Word is powerful and has no limitations or boundaries.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever found a hidden treasure?
Bible Lesson: The Book of the Law Is Discovered (II Kings 22; II Chronicles 34)
Joash (lesson 9) and Josiah (lesson 11) are easily confused. In many ways they are similar, yet generations separated them. Joash, who was rescued from his wicked grandmother by his aunt and uncle, was seven when he became king. Josiah was eight when he became king. Both tore down idols and repaired the house of the Lord. Eight kings and approximately two hundred years separated their reigns.

Joash did right as long as his uncle, the priest Jehoiada, lived. But in his old age, Joash forsook the Lord. Josiah was one of the few good kings of Judah who did right all the days of his life.
Bible Lesson Verse: “Go ye, enquire of the Lord for me...concerning the words of this book that is found: for great is the wrath of the Lord . . . because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is written concerning us” (II Kings 22:13).
Imagine you are eight years old, your father has just been killed by his own servants, and you have been crowned king over an entire nation. Josiah did not have to imagine this; it was his life.

· What challenges might an eight-year-old king face?

As a boy, King Josiah knew he needed to depart from the ways of his father and grandfather, because they did not honor God with their actions. When King Josiah turned sixteen, he really started to seek after God. He realized all the idols and false gods had to be removed throughout the land. Four years later, King Josiah took action. He tore down altars to false gods and smashed the idols.

He also realized the Temple—the house of the Lord—needed repairs. While the repairs were being made, something very special was found. Select a volunteer to search through the box to find something truly precious. When the student finds the Bible, show it to the class.

One of the priests found an original copy of the law of the Lord given by Moses many generations before. This was an invaluable and precious Book. As the priest read it to King Josiah, it had a major impact on him. He immediately repented for not obeying the teachings of God’s Word. 

· What does repent mean?

· Repenting is a part of what experience? Refer to the New Birth poster (trp).
King Josiah sent messengers to one of God’s helpers, a prophetess named Huldah. She said there would be bad consequences upon those who disobeyed God and worshiped idols; however, she added, “The Lord God of Israel says to the king: Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before Me and wept, I have heard you. You will be blessed.”

King Josiah knew how important it was for the people to hear the words of God’s Book that had been discovered in the Temple, so he had it read in public, telling everyone to celebrate the Passover. He made a covenant to obey God’s Word, and he challenged the people to do the same. He obeyed God’s Word for the rest of his life.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will obey God’s Word.
Form three groups and have each group move to a different corner of the room. Give each group one piece of paper and a pencil. Assign each group one of the three questions below: 

1. Why is it important to have God’s Word in our lives?

2. What can we do to demonstrate obedience to God’s Word?

3. List people you know or people from the Bible who obeyed God and experienced blessings in their lives.
Encourage groups to list as many answers as they can come up with in four minutes. Then each group should select a representative to share their answers with the class. After each group presents their answers, allow time for students from other groups to share possible additional answers to the question.

Prayer and Call to Action

Place students into small groups as you play the song “Teach Me to Obey” by Bria Jean. Encourage students to think of one instruction from the Bible they could work on obeying this week and share it with their groups. Have group members pray for each other that they would be committed to obeying God’s Word.

Dear Jesus, Thank You for Your Word. We pray You would help us to love Your Word and to obey Your Word. We pray we would feel Your power when we obey Your Word. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Challenge students to focus on obeying God’s Word this week by reading their Bibles, praying, and being a witness.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one yet, send home the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
· For each student, send home the lesson 11 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper.

· Provide a gift Bible for any student who does not own one.

· This week send a message to your students challenging them to testify to someone about why it is important to obey God’s Word. 
EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)
Worship and the Word

Worship

Discuss the power of God’s Word. Ask students to raise their hands and invite God to speak to their hearts as you play the suggested songs:

·  “Word of God Speak” by MercyMe 

· “So Will I (100 Billion X)” by Hillsong Worship
Memory Work: II Chronicles 34:31
Unit 3 Memory Passage
“And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant which are written in this book” (II Chronicles 34:31).
Review the unit 3 MV poster (trp) and then turn the poster or cover it so it cannot be seen. Challenge students to say the verse from memory.

Play a game of Obey the Hat. Choose a volunteer. The student pulls one Obey the Hat card (trp) from the hat without looking and hands it to you. After you read the instruction aloud, the student must obey what it says. After the student obeys, the student keeps the card until all cards have been drawn. Once all cards have been drawn and obeyed, students flip them over and work together to see how fast they can arrange the Bible verse in order.

After the activity is complete, students use markers to date, initial, and draw an X next to the appropriate poster on their memory charts (ap) (dr).
Reinforce and Review

Activity Paper

On the back of the activity papers, students review the lesson by completing a crossword puzzle. Answers are at the bottom of the activity paper. 

After the review, discuss how we can keep God’s Word from being buried and forgotten in all the busy activities of life. Identify lifelong benefits of making and keeping a covenant to obey God’s Word.
AP Answers

1-WORSHIP

2-DISOBEDIENCE

3-IDOLS

4- COVENANT

5- PRIEST

6-HOUSE

7-WORD

8-EIGHT

9-REPENTANCE

10-SEEK
Option 1: Finding “The Law”
Select a student to knock down the Jenga tower. Students take turns pulling one block at a time out of the pile. Students examine their blocks to see which one has “The Law” Bible (dr) on it. When it is found, everyone rejoices over finding “The Law.” If it is not found, students start again taking one block at a time from the pile.
Option 2: Know What “The Law” Says
In this version of Simon Says, you will give a command saying, “The Law Says . . . .” 

· If it is a command that students would find in the Bible, they must obey it (e.g., leap for joy, obey your parents, read God’s Word, love one another). 

· If it is not found in the Bible, students should not obey it (e.g., pull someone’s hair, eat chocolate, steal a toy). 

· If students choose to obey when they should not have, they are out of the game. 

· If students choose not to obey when they should have, they are also out of the game.
Option 3: JBQ Musical Chairs
This is played similar to regular Musical Chairs with a slight twist. Set the chairs in a circle facing outward with one less chair than number of students. As music plays, students walk around the chairs. When the music stops, students scramble to find a chair.

The student left standing must quote a verse or answer a question. If they quote the verse correctly, they eliminate the person closest to them. If they misquote it, they are out of the game.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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