Word Aflame Jr. High—Summer 2020
UNIT 3: Get Social
Lesson 11
Share Your Story
Week of August 16, 2020
Biblical Passage
I Corinthians 2:1 (pp)   

Bible Point
Like the social media craze of “stories” (thirty-second bites that let us into the lives of the broadcasters), we will explore ways we can share our testimony—our story. (pp)
Supplies
Pens; optional: smartphones with Instagram accounts (1 per small group)

Unit Aim 

Jesus’ final instruction to His disciples was to make disciples by sharing the good news of the gospel. This series invites us to get social with our faith by presenting practical tools to share the gospel with others.

Embark
A. Option 1 — Discussion (sh)
1.  Instruct teens to use their student handbooks for this exercise.

2. What does it mean to testify?

3. Have you ever been asked to testify before (in church, Sunday school, or another setting)? What was that experience like?

4. Why is sharing our testimony such an important part of being a Christian?

5. Are some testimonies better than others? Why or why not?
B. Option 2 — Instagram Story Scavenger Hunt

1. Form groups of four or more. Make sure each group has at least one person who uses Instagram and a smartphone with access to Instagram. 

2.  The challenge is to find as many of the items listed below as possible using only Instagram stories of accounts to which group members are connected (no searching). The group that finds the most items wins.

a. A boomerang video

b. A picture or video using a filter 

c. A picture or video using a popular hashtag

d. A stunt video

e. A foodie picture or video

f. A church event or promo picture or video

g. A picture or video from a UPCI division (e.g., Youth Ministries, North American Missions, Project 7, and so on)

h. A group picture or video of students in the youth group

i. A picture or video with a pet
EXPLORE

B. Review

1. Social media is one of the most popular forms of communication today. It can be an incredible resource for both positive and negative things. In either case, it shows the power of communication.

2. If there is anything about which we should “get social,” it is the gospel—the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

3. Part of being an effective witness is taking advantage of moments. To do this, we must be instant. When someone is open to hearing about Jesus, that is the moment we need to be bold and declare the gospel.

4. To do this effectively, we must

a. identify moments,

b. be self(ie)less,

c. hashtag the conversation,

d. ditch the filter,

e. just share.

5. When the moment arrives, what do we share? We can and should share the gospel, but we must also be ready to share our story.

C. Social Media Stories

1.  Read I Corinthians 2:1. (pp)
2. First there was Snapchat, then there was Vine, and next there was Instagram Stories. Stories are quick, short pictures and videos that are around for twenty-four hours, and then they disappear. Now they have spread to other social media platforms as well.

3. Stories can be about anything:

a. with whom you are hanging out,

b. what you are eating,

c. something funny you saw on the side of the road,

d. a rant,

e. a promotion, and so on.

4. Why do people use stories instead of just posting on their feed? Because stories get people’s attention. They show up at the very top of the feed and immediately grab people’s attention. It is so hard to resist the temptation to click on them, and once you start looking at a person’s story, you may feel compelled to look at all of them.

D. You Have a Story

1.  Every single one of us has a story. (sh) (pp) Just as the gospel is the story of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, our testimony is our story of how we came to receive and be transformed by the gospel. 

2. Just as every social media story is unique to the individual, so every person’s testimony is unique.

a. Perhaps you were struggling with a particular sin issue, and Jesus set you free.

b. Perhaps you are the only person in your family who lives for Jesus.

c. Perhaps you grew up in church, but you got distracted by the world and then found your way back to Jesus.

d. Perhaps you have grown up in church your whole life and have always tried to live for Jesus.

3. Regardless of what your story may be, you most certainly have one.

E. The Power of Your Story

1. Have you ever wanted to post a story on social media, but you felt it was not good enough compared to your friends’ stories? 

2.  Social media tends to feed our natural desire to compare ourselves to each other. (sh) (pp) We can look at what others are broadcasting and feel like what we have to express simply does not measure up. However, Paul warned us in II Corinthians 10:12 not to compare ourselves to each other. Jesus values each one of us equally.

3. The Book of Revelation tells us we overcome Satan by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony (Revelation 12:11). The shedding of His blood is what Jesus did to defeat the devil and set us free. The word of our testimony is our response to that freedom. 

4. No matter how you feel your story compares to others, there is power in it, because it set you free. And if there was power in it to set you free, it can help set others free too.

5. People can argue with you about what the Bible says, but they cannot argue with you about what you have experienced. (sh) (pp) There is power in your experience. 
Activity — Pass Around Stories

1. Have students sit in a large circle. 

2.  Inform students that they will “pass” around a story; when it comes to them, they are to add to the story by sharing two sentences. 

3.  Begin a story from your own imagination, sharing only two sentences. Then “pass” the story to your right. Students continue in this manner around the circle. This may get wild and silly, so consider your group and establish any necessary ground rules ahead of time.

4.  The Point: Stories have power, and they are memorable.
F. Loading Story . . .

1. You have probably seen plenty of social media stories where someone just randomly turned the camera on or snapped a picture that was not very exciting. You have also probably seen some really good stories where you could tell the people posting really thought about what they wanted to say or show.

2.  The difference between a boring story and a good story is having something meaningful to express. (sh) (pp) The same is true of our testimony. There is nothing wrong with preparing ahead of time for what you will say if you have an opportunity to share your testimony. In fact, I Peter 3:15 encourages us to have an answer when people ask us about our faith.

3. What are some things to think about when preparing to tell your story?

G. Paul’s Story

1. In the Book of Acts, we read about Paul being arrested and put through a series of trials. His goal was ultimately to appeal to Caesar so he could share the gospel with him. 

2. As Paul went through each of his trials, he told his testimony. Each time, he told it the same basic way.

a. He started by talking about his past.

b. He shared the moment he met Jesus.

c. He explained how meeting Jesus changed his life.

d. He encouraged his audience to seek that same experience.

3. Paul’s approach is a good template for us to use to structure our own stories.

H. Talk about Your Past

1. You do not have to get into private details, but it is okay to admit how lost you were when Jesus found you. (sh) (pp)
2. Express what it was about your life that made you feel empty or dissatisfied. In other words, explain why you wanted to leave your past and find something better.

3. If you grew up in church, you may feel you do not have anything to share, but think deeper. We all have a reason we turned to Jesus, and no matter how simple that reason may seem, it will minister to other people.

I. Talk about Meeting Jesus

1. Do you remember the day you decided you wanted to serve Jesus (the day you realized He was the answer to your situation)? Maybe you received the Holy Ghost or were baptized that same day. Maybe you were not. Either way, talk about the moment that was the turning point for you. (sh) (pp) 

2. How did you respond? How did it feel? Did it feel like a weight was lifted off your shoulders? Like someone cleaned you from the inside out? Was it at church? At youth camp? Somewhere else?

3. Try to avoid words that most people who are not in church would not understand (like anointing, revival, tongues, and so on).

J. Talk about How Jesus Changed You

1. When we are filled with the Spirit and baptized, a change takes place deep inside of us. We felt it the moment it happened, and we seek to live that out every day of our lives.

2. Talk about that difference in your life. How do you live differently than you did before you met Jesus? How do you feel about your life now versus your life then?

3. Living for Jesus is not painful; it is beautiful. Do not be afraid to let other people see your joy. (sh) (pp)
K. Invite Others to Experience Jesus

1. The whole point of our testimony is to lead others to Jesus. (sh) (pp)  Once you have shared what Jesus has done for you, invite your audience to respond.

2. Remember, you are not responsible for whether or not others receive the gospel. Take the pressure off yourself. You are simply telling a story; whether others “like” it or not is between them and God.
EXPAND

L. Option 1 — Prayer

1.  Have a time of prayer, encouraging your students to be bold in sharing their testimonies. 

2.  Pray that Jesus will give them the words to say when they have an opportunity to share their stories.
M. Option 2 — Testimony Practice

1.  Practicing sharing our testimonies with people who love and support us can make it much easier to share in other settings as well. 

2.  Form groups of two. In each group, students should take turns sharing their testimonies. 

3.  At the end, bring the class together for a question-and-answer session. (Allow them to ask any questions they have about sharing their faith.)
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