Word Aflame Sr. High—Summer 2019
UNIT 3: Get Social
Lesson 12
Share Your Story
Week of August 23, 2020
Biblical Passage
Romans 10:17 (pp)   

Bible Point
Retweeting is sharing someone else’s words. Similarly, teaching a Bible study is all about sharing the Word of God. In this lesson we will explore practical principles for giving a basic Bible study. (pp)
Supplies
Paper, pens, at least two smartphones; optional: random items (from classroom or home), slips of paper, bag; optional: copies of a one-lesson Bible study such as Bible Study in a Bag (1 per student)

Unit Aim 

Jesus’ final instruction to His disciples was to make disciples by sharing the good news of the gospel. This series invites us to get social with our faith by presenting practical tools to share the gospel with others.

Embark
A. Option 1—Discussion (sh)
1. Instruct the class to use their student handbooks for this exercise.
2. Is teaching Bible studies important? Why or why not?

3. Have you ever been taught a Bible study? What was that experience like?

4. What topics do you think a Bible study should cover?

5. Have you ever tried to teach a Bible study? How did it go?
B. Option 2 — Bible Study Interview

1.  Invite a person from your church who regularly teaches Bible studies to visit your classroom.

2.  Interview this person in front of your students. Some sample questions you can ask:

a. How did you get started teaching Bible studies?

b. What is the weirdest question you’ve ever been asked?

c. How do you go about inviting someone to a Bible study?

d. What advice do you have for someone who wants to start teaching Bible studies?

C. Option 3 — Bible Story Challenge

1.  Assemble a collection of random items (from around the room or brought from home). Then select several Bible stories that are familiar to your students and write them down on separate slips of paper. Place these in a bag.

2.  Form groups of four. Each group will select a random item and then pull a paper slip from the bag. Once everyone has chosen, inform the groups of what they will be doing.

3.  Each group will act out the Bible story chosen; the catch is they must find some way to incorporate the item they selected. 

4.  Allow time for groups to prepare before they act out their stories. 
EXPLORE

D. Review

1. Social media is one of the most popular forms of communication today. It can be an incredible resource for both positive and negative things. In either case, it shows the power of communication.

a.  If there is anything about which we should “get social,” it is the gospel—the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. (sh) (pp) 

b. If we are going to be effective witnesses for Jesus, we must be comfortable sharing our stories. Our testimony is telling how the gospel impacted our lives personally. 

2. When we share our testimony, we

a. explain what our past was like before Jesus,

b. share the moment we met Jesus,

c. explain how Jesus changed us,

d. tell our audience why they should experience Jesus too.

3.  Once their hearts are open to hear, we must use that opportunity to connect them to the Word of God. In other words, it is time for a Bible study. (sh) (pp) 

E. Tweet, Tweet

1.  Read Romans 10:17. (pp) 

· What do you think this passage means?

· What can you do to help people hear the Word of God?

2. Twitter is one of the most popular social media platforms available today. 

a. It is considered a micro-blog, where people document their lives in no more than 280 characters per post. 

b. The entire goal of Twitter is to say something meaningful as concisely as possible.

c. Because of the character-length requirement, the cleverest posts (called tweets) can be incredibly quotable. If you see a tweet you really like, you can share it using the retweet feature.

3. When you retweet something, it will share the original author’s exact words. 

a. It will also give the author credit for the tweet. Those who follow you and see the retweet and like it can then follow the author and see what else this person has to say.

b. This is very similar to what we do when we share the Word of God in a Bible study. While sharing our testimony is sharing how the gospel impacted us, sharing Scripture allows Jesus to speak for Himself. 

4.  As we share Scripture with our friends and loved ones, they have an opportunity to see the thoughts, feelings, and heartbeat of the Author. (sh) (pp) 

a. We can tell them about Jesus, but when they read the Bible, they get to see what Jesus has to say about Himself.

b. In fact, as we read earlier, this is the only real way we can bring people into faith. People must be exposed to the Bible if they are going to have an opportunity to believe it.

5. Why is the original author included in a retweet? Because the author is the one who owns the quote. 

a. If you retweet something and someone does not like it, you can point back to the original author. After all, the tweet was not yours; you were just sharing it.

b. Similarly, when we share the Word of God with others, we must remember these are not our words. 

c. If someone does not like what the Bible says, you can point them to the Author. As a result, we are not responsible for whether someone receives the message; we are only responsible for being willing to share it. 

F. Too Young?

1. Many students feel they are simply too young to teach a Bible study. 

2. If you feel that way, there may be many reasons.

a. Perhaps the only person you have ever seen teach a Bible study is an adult.

b. Perhaps the charts and lesson guides for most Bible studies are intimidating to you.

c. Perhaps you have been asked a question about the Bible that you could not answer.

d. Perhaps you think a Bible study has to be something long or formal.

e. Perhaps you have another reason entirely.

3. The truth, though, is that all of us who are disciples of Jesus are called to go and make other disciples by teaching them the Word of God (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47). 

a.  You are not too young to teach a Bible study. (sh) (pp)  

b. If you have been baptized in the name of Jesus and filled with His Spirit, you have everything you need to be an effective witness.

4. You may say, “I would love to teach a Bible study, but I have no idea where to start.” 

a. A good place to start is always at the beginning. Sometimes we can get discouraged trying to figure out every step, but the most important step is the first one.

b.  Once we take that step of faith and offer a Bible study to someone, then we can keep taking steps of faith as the Lord leads us.

c. Understanding that every Bible study is as unique as the person being taught, there are still some basic guidelines we can follow to help make the process a little easier.

5. If you have never been to a Bible study, go to one. Sitting through one can give you confidence that it is not as intimidating to teach one as you may think.

a. Consider asking if you can go along the next time a Bible study teacher at your church teaches a Bible study. 

b. If no one at your church is currently teaching a Bible study, consider getting with a spiritual leader in the church whom you trust (or your parents, if they are in church) and asking that person to teach you a personal Bible study.
· What can you do as a next step to get involved in sharing God’s Word through a Bible study?

· Do you have someone in mind you could invite to take part in a Bible study?

G. Pick Out a Bible Study

1. There are many good in-depth Bible studies you can teach. Many are available through Pentecostal Publishing House, such as Exploring God’s Word. In addition to these great resources, there are also several effective one-lesson Bible studies you can teach. These studies typically jump right into the plan of salvation. Some examples are:

a.  Bible Study in a Bag (geared toward teenagers),

b.  New Birth Experience,

c.  Into His Marvelous Light.

d. You can find one-lesson Bible studies at Pentecostal Publishing House as well.

2. Teaching a Bible study to someone who is already in church is a great way to get the nervousness out and get some honest feedback on areas you can improve. 

a. You can teach a peer, a parent, a sibling, or even one of the leaders in your church. 

b. It is a good idea to teach the Bible study in a public place (like a coffee shop or restaurant). 

c. This will help you get comfortable talking about the Word of God outside of church.

3. The easiest way to set up a Bible study is to simply ask, “Are you interested in learning more about the Bible?” 

a. After all, if we never make the offer, we may avoid rejection, but we also do not give people a chance to say yes.

b.  You may be nervous your first time, and that is okay. Faith is not the absence of fear; it is setting fear aside and trusting Jesus anyway. (sh) (pp) 

c. If it would make you more comfortable, consider inviting a spiritual leader in your church to attend the Bible study.

d. If someone asks a question you cannot answer, just be honest and admit you do not know the answer. Then do some studying or ask someone you trust for the answer.

4. At the end of it all, whether you feel the Bible study goes well or not, give Jesus praise and take confidence in the fact that you have been obedient to His Word. Jesus never called us to have results; He simply called us to be willing to do His work.

EXPAND

H. Option 1 — Prayer

1.  Have a time of prayer, encouraging your students to pray that God will give them the boldness to teach Bible studies.

2.  Then pray for God to open doors for students to find people interested in a Bible study.

I. Option 2 — The Question

1.  Hand each student an index card and a writing instrument.

2.  On the index card, instruct students to write down names of two or three people to whom they would like to teach a Bible study. On the other side of the card, instruct them to write down how they plan to ask those people if they are interested in a Bible study.

3.  Discuss a general plan with your class and answer any questions they might have about the process that you may not have covered in the lesson.

4.  Finally, consider setting up a mock teaching session in which you could walk willing students through the process of teaching a Bible study. This may work great in place of a normal Sunday school lesson or on an off night.

J. Option 3 — Practice What You Preach

1.  Hand out a copy of a simple one-lesson Bible study to each member of the class (e.g., Bible Study in a Bag, New Birth Experience, and so on). 

2.  Give students a few minutes to read over the Bible study. 

3.  Then pair students up. Each student will teach half of the Bible study to the other student. 

4.  Once everyone is finished, bring the group together and answer any questions they may have.
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