Word Aflame Sr. High—Summer 2019
UNIT 2: Into the Depths—Lessons from the Book of Jonah
Lesson 8
Into His Grace
Week of July 26, 2020
Biblical Passage
Jonah 4 (pp)   

Bible Point
Living in relationship with God is about being the kind of person who reflects His extravagant love to every aspect of His creation. (pp)
Supplies
Paper, pens, markers; optional: device to play a streaming video; optional: paper (1 sheet per small group)

Unit Aim 

The Book of Jonah reveals how God relates to a broken world. In this unit we will go into the depths with Jonah and discover a God of incredible love and forgiveness who is present in the darkest places of our world and our hearts.

Embark
A. Option 1—Discussion (sh)
1. Instruct the class to use their student handbooks for this exercise.
2. Have you ever had someone pull a prank on you? What happened?

3. Have you ever seen someone get angry from a prank? What happened?

4. Is it okay to get angry over a prank? Why or why not?

5. Have you ever been angry because you felt someone did not get a punishment that was deserved? What happened?
B. Option 2 — Wooden Spoon Prank

1.  Show a video of the “Wooden Spoon Game” found on YouTube. It is a video of two guys playing a prank on a friend. 

a.  One guy holds a wooden spoon in his mouth, and while his friend’s head is down, he hits the friend on the head with the spoon. 

b.  Instead of the guy with the spoon in his mouth using neck and head strength, he has a second guy whack the one with his head down with a different wooden spoon in his hand. 

c.  The guy who has been hit on the head tries to hit the prankster on the head with the spoon in his mouth, but he cannot figure out why he is not able to hit as hard. Caution: this is very funny.

2.  Ask students: Does the person being pranked have a right to be angry?

3. Today we will talk about a time when Jonah got angry because he felt God had “pulled a prank” in a sense.  
EXPLORE

C.  Conditions of God

1.  Read Jonah 4:1–11. (pp) 

2. When God sent Jonah to Nineveh, He sent him with a message. That message contained conditions for Nineveh.

a. Forty days is forever. When you are waiting to get home, forty days is a long time. When you are waiting to eat, forty days is a really long time. When you are waiting for God to bring justice on a city like Nineveh, forty days is forever.

b. God’s conditional time frame left a huge window for repentance, considering the vast amount of suffering caused by this empire.

3.  Our human nature has a hard time understanding God giving such lenient conditions. (sh) (pp) 

a. For example, II Chronicles 33 tells the story of Manasseh, a king so evil he sacrificed his own children (verse 6). 

b. When he was captured, Manasseh decided to change and he called out to God. God was moved by Manasseh’s prayers and delivered him, even restoring him to rule, despite all the cruel things he had done in his lifetime (verse 13).
4. God’s justice does not work like our justice. 

a. Have you ever felt like, “No! This person, these people, cannot get away with that—not without having to pay dearly for what they did”?

b. God’s forgiveness in Jonah’s story shows us a difficult truth: grace and forgiveness are not about fairness.

5.  Forgiveness is not painless. (sh) (pp)
a. Forgiveness is not a feeling; it is an action. I am not forfeeling you; I am forgiving you.

b. Once forgiveness has happened, you will be free in a way you have never known before forgiveness.

6. Since God’s nature encompasses infinite love, instead of looking for ways not to forgive us, He is reaching for us and looking for ways to extend forgiveness.

7. Results belong to God. This is one of the ways He makes it easier on us. Again, we are not the heavy lifters in the equation.

a. What others do with the grace we offer is not up to us. 

b. God does not ask us to produce results; anything we do to get what we want is putting the weight of production on our lives.

D. Calling of God

1. What would it mean to answer the call to repentance and receive this kind of love?

a. What would it mean to join with this kind of God in giving this kind of love?

b. What kind of world, nation, state, city, community, church, family, marriage, and life would we have if we joined with this kind of extravagant love?

c. Everyone wants to be happy, right? So what makes you happy?

d. Why was Jonah finally happy and grateful?

2. What do you think was the central component to Jonah’s happiness and gratitude?

a.  Jonah’s happiness was inappropriately centered on his own comfort. (sh) (pp) 

b. Jonah’s efforts to create a place of comfort only left him miserable, but God brought him the comfort he needed without even being asked.

3. What does this tell us about Jonah and ourselves?

a. Jonah was not happy that forgiveness was given; he was not happy that God’s power and love were put on display; he was not happy that he got to play a part in this display; he was finally happy only when he was comfortable.

b. When our lives are self-serving, self-seeking, and self-centered, our efforts will only leave us miserable, no matter how well-intentioned.

c. Sometimes we are more worried about our standard of living in this world than we are about living by the extravagant, forgiving, loving standards of God’s world.

4. What does this tell us about God?

a.  God is always others-oriented. (sh) (pp)  

b. God is always working to move us to a deeper place of joy and peace.

c. God is able and willing to provide for us when we are incapable on our own.
· In chapter 4, Jonah told God he was upset. Does the reason for Jonah’s anger seem justified? Does it bring any clarity to the story? 

· Should Jonah have been upset because he knew God was gracious?

· Would you be angry? Have you ever been angry with God because you didn’t think something was fair?
E.   Share Time

1. Share the story of a favorite gift you received, especially one you were very attached to (e.g., a childhood blanket, something sentimental, and so on). 

a.  Ask for others to share similar stories. 

b. Share something that is important to you that might seem small to others (e.g., how toilet paper is supposed to be placed on the holder). 

2. What did Jonah care about?

3. What does God care about?

4. God provided a gift for Jonah—a gourd from the Lord.

a. Jonah found great comfort and delight in this gift. He became very attached to this gift that flourished. Jonah took great joy in the flourishing of the gift that comforted him. Jonah sunk into despair when the plant was gone.

b. God said to Jonah, you took great joy in the flourishing of a plant, and you were very sorrowful when it died. Now you know how I feel about Nineveh. 

5.  Jonah cared about a plant, but God cares about people. (sh) (pp)  

a. Jonah was focused on his own comfort, his deliverance, his pain, his sense of justice, his rights, his loss, and his expectations.

b. Were the things Jonah focused on legitimate needs? Yes

c. Did Jonah ever find, manufacture, or sustain any joy or peace by being focused on his legitimate needs? No

d. Were the people He gave life to using their lives in creative, loving, productive, and joyful ways? No

e. Were the people He gave life to acknowledging this gift with gratitude? No 

f. Was the prophet God cared for, delivered, placed a special calling on, nurtured, and blessed with His name showing appropriate respect and gratitude for his blessings? No

6. What is your concern?

a. Take a moment to reflect on what your primary concerns are.

b. Do your concerns start with the needs of others or of self?

c. What are some steps you can take or attitudes you can develop to be more others-oriented?
EXPAND

F. Option 1 — Prayer

1.  Lead the group in a prayer thanking God for extravagant grace that leads to a beautiful life full of love and goodness. 

2.  Ask God to enter into students’ lives and mirror to them His concern and compassion. 

3.  Ask God to help each of us learn to demonstrate His love to others when we find them in a place of need.

G. Option 2 — Discussion

1. What makes Jonah prophetic?

a. Often Jonah is relegated to the land of “don’t do this or God will send a whale to swallow you” and “you better not flee from God, or He will get you back.”

b. So what kind of book is this?

2. It is a prophetic book.

a. Jonah’s actual message was to Nineveh. Nahum’s actual message was also to Nineveh, but the inclusion of the Books of Jonah, Nahum, Isaiah, Obadiah, Hosea, and all the others are included in the Bible for the children of God.

b. Prophets came to deliver a sharp, pointed critique meant to provoke religious people to ask themselves questions about the ways in which they had been living.

c. How can we learn from this prophetic book?

H. Option 3 — How Should Jonah Have Responded?

1.  Form small groups of three or four students. Give each group a sheet of paper and a pen.

2.  Ask them to consider the ending of the Book of Jonah. We know how Jonah reacted to God’s forgiveness of the Ninevites, but how should he have responded?

3.  Instruct each group to rewrite the ending of the Book of Jonah, with Jonah doing the right thing. After everyone is done, give each group a chance to present their thoughts.
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