Word Aflame Sr. High—Summer 2019
UNIT 3: Get Social
Lesson 10
Be “Insta”
Week of August 9, 2020
Biblical Passage
II Timothy 4:2 (pp)   

Bible Point
Paul instructed us to be instant in season and out of season. Much of being a witness is taking advantage of moments when people are open. In this lesson we will explore how to identify and take advantage of those moments. (pp)
Supplies
Pens; optional: a Bible Quizzing buzzer system; posterboard; Taco Bell sauce packets

Unit Aim 

Jesus’ final instruction to His disciples was to make disciples by sharing the good news of the gospel. This series invites us to get social with our faith by presenting practical tools to share the gospel with others.

Embark
A. Option 1—Discussion (sh)
1. Instruct the class to use their student handbooks for this exercise.
2. Have you ever noticed that some people seem open to hearing about Jesus at some times but not at other times? Why do you think that is?

3. What moments in people’s lives are good times to share the gospel?

4. Have you ever been in a situation where you knew in your gut you should share your faith, but you talked yourself out of it? What happened?

5. What are some things we can do to be prepared to share our faith “in an instant”?
B. Option 2 — Instant Sermon

1.  Visit your local Taco Bell prior to class and request a handful of sauce packets. You will notice each packet has a short quote on the front.

2.  Place the sauce packets in a bucket. Ask for volunteers in the class to come up and draw out a sauce packet. After students draw the packets, give them thirty to sixty seconds to think of a “sermon” using the quote.

3.  Then they must “preach” a two-minute “sermon” using the quote from the sauce packet. Alternatively, you could even have students just come up with a title and theme for a lesson or sermon from the packet. 
C. Option 3 — Instagram Trends

1.  Do some research ahead of time and pick a popular Instagram hashtag trend to discuss (making sure it is clean). For example, some previously popular hashtags are: #MannequinChallenge, #FloorIsLava, #ColdWaterChallenge, #BottleFlipChallenge. Show a few examples from the hashtag to students.

2.  Ask the following questions:

a. What do you think made this hashtag so successful?

b. What do you think is the key to getting a lot of attention on a post?

c. What are some ways you can use a popular hashtag to share your faith? 
EXPLORE

D. Review

1. Social media is one of the most popular forms of communication today. It can be an incredible resource for both positive and negative things, which shows the power of communication.

a. If there is anything about which we should “get social,” it is the gospel—the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

b. To be effective at getting social about our faith, we must be students of the Word of God. Every day we need to approach our Bible as a workman, studying to be prepared to give answers when people ask us questions.

2. Some tools to help us are:

a. a devotional plan,

b. a Bible reading plan,

c. a dictionary and a concordance,

d. books on Bible subjects,

e. spiritual leadership in our lives,

f. a willingness to ask why.

3. As we study the Word, we can prepare ourselves to share our faith in an instant.

E. Insta-Famous

1.  Read II Timothy 4:2. (pp) 

2. Instagram is one of the most successful apps in history. As of the end of 2018, this photo-sharing app had over 500 million active members, who have shared over 40 billion photos. If you looked at each photo for just one second, it would take over 1,200 years to look at them all, and that number is going up every day.

a. From selfies to amateur photography to what you had for lunch, Instagram is a way to instantly share what is going on in your life with everyone with whom you are connected. 

b. Additionally, you can apply filters to present your photos in the most attractive way possible.

c. Some people have even obtained a measure of fame on Instagram. By sharing short clips or pictures of their adventures, they have gone viral. 

d. The quickest way to go viral is by jumping on a trendy hashtag. Whether it is the #ColdWaterChallenge, #MannequinChallenge, #BottleFlipChallenge, or whatever challenge is coming up next, participating can attract people from literally all over the globe to your profile.

e. That is the whole premise of Instagram. You can share things instantly, and just as instantly, you can encounter your fifteen minutes of fame.

3.  In the Scripture we read earlier, Paul instructed young Timothy to be “instant” about sharing the gospel. (sh) (pp)
a. In other words, regardless of the circumstance in which he found himself, Timothy should always be ready to declare the Word of God.

b. Much of creating a successful Instagram post is being ready at a moment’s notice, when the scene is right, when the lighting is good, and when the situation is perfect.
· What if we looked just as carefully for an opportunity to share the gospel as we did for an opportunity for the next great selfie?

· Do you find that you focus too much on living your life to look good on social media?

· How do you keep that in check, and how can you turn your focus to others around you and their needs?
4.  If your phone is tucked away when a photo opportunity arises, you may miss that perfect shot at an epic post. If your witness is tucked away when the opportunity arises, you may miss that perfect shot at an opportunity to present someone with the story of Jesus Christ. 

5. What was Paul talking about with Timothy? 

a.  The concept is the same as finding Instagram success. While the moment may not always be right, we must always be prepared for when the moment is right. (sh) (pp) 

b. We must pray, study, and prepare. Then we can take advantage of what may be a single moment in someone’s life when something opens that person up to hearing the salvation message. When you see that moment, be instant. 

F. Identify Moments

1. There are certain times in people’s lives when they tend to be more open to hearing the gospel than at other times: 

a. when they are actively exploring their faith,

b. when they have experienced tragedy or crisis,

c. when they are dealing with transition (e.g., moving, changing schools, parents separating, and so on),

d. when their circle of friends changes.

2. These are good moments to lovingly step in, presenting the love of Jesus and showing how He can minister to their situation. 

a. We should not be confrontational or abrasive; we should show them a God who loves them and wants to walk through this season of their lives with them.

b. Selfies are about being the center of attention. Although our post may be about the background or the people with whom we are hanging out, the focus of the attention is on ourselves.

c.  If we are going to be instant in our faith, we must turn the attention away from ourselves and toward those we are trying to reach. (sh) (pp)  

d. Only by demonstrating love and concern for others will doors open for us to help them explore their faith.

3. What is the significance of a hashtag? It connects your post with others who are experiencing the same thing all over the world. It is how you fit into the bigger picture; it creates a sense of community.

a. When sharing your faith, you need to “hashtag” the conversation. Find a way to connect others’ experiences to scriptural truths or Bible stories that can build their faith. 

b. If you have a testimony you can share (yours or the testimony of someone you know) that is related to someone’s situation, you can show how Jesus can help this person walk through and overcome this season of life.
· What is one thing God has done in your life?

· How could you share that with others?

· Do you feel you are ready to testify to others? If not, how can you become ready to share your faith?
4. An Instagram filter is designed to improve a less-than-perfect picture. It takes something that is not quite what it should be and enhances it.

a. When we share our faith, sometimes we feel we need to put ourselves on a pedestal or present ourselves as if we have all the answers. 

b. We do not have to do that though. When we are honest about similar struggles we have faced, we show that Jesus’ mercy is not just for perfect people; it is for people who feel their lives could use an Instagram filter as well.

5.  So often when we want to post on Instagram, we take picture after picture and try filter after filter to make sure we get everything perfect before sharing it with the world.  (sh) (pp)
6. Sometimes we feel we have to get everything just right in order to share our faith:

a. It has to be the perfect situation.

b. We must have the perfect words to say.

c. We must have the perfect testimony.

7. The most important thing about being instant in our faith is not getting everything right; it is just sharing it. The trouble with a Latergram is the moment has already passed. Take advantage of the moment and, even if you fall all over your words, step out in faith and see what Jesus will do.
EXPAND

G. Option 1 — Prayer

1.  Have a time of prayer, encouraging your students to be “instant” in their witness. 

2.  Pray that Jesus will open their eyes to see moments this week when they can step in and share the gospel with others.

H. Option 2 — Finish the Statement

1.  Hand each student a sheet of paper and a writing instrument.

2.  On a posterboard or whiteboard, present the following thought starters.

3.  Instruct students to write them down and finish the thought.

a. One way I can take the focus off myself and place it on Jesus is . . .

b. I can “ditch the filter” in my life by . . .

c. When I feel scared or uncertain about sharing my faith, I will overcome those feelings by . . .

I. Option 3 — Connecting People to Jesus 

1.  Form four groups. Assign one of the following scenarios to each group. 

a. Your friend just moved to a new city and feels alone.

b. Your friend is being bullied by others in school.

c. Your friend’s parents are separating, and he feels hurt and rejected.

d. Your friend just lost a loved one.
2.  Each group should come up with a Scripture or Bible story they can use to connect their scenario to Jesus.

3. Once everyone is finished, allow each group to present their findings.
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