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	SESSION ONE

	What Child Is This: The Incarnation of Jesus
By David Short


For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
Who would have ever dreamed that the God of the universe, powerful enough to destroy the entire known world for their sins, would instead become flesh, become a child? Miraculously conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of a virgin, Jesus became the Savior of the world. Oh, what hope we have today because of that divine birth some two thousand years ago! 
The birth of Jesus Christ was one of the greatest miracles God ever demonstrated. For a woman to be with child having never been with a man was impossible. Indeed, it was a holy invitro fertilization ahead of modern medicine. Mary was promised to Joseph, but they had not consummated the physical relationship. Can you imagine Joseph’s fear? Had his beloved Mary done something worthy of death? According to Deuteronomy 22, she was subject to a public trial and possible stoning. 
Many years before prophets had foretold of Messiah coming, Isaiah prophesied in great detail what would come to pass: “Therefore, the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). This Immanuel would be none other than God Himself in the form of Jesus Christ. Joseph’s dismay at finding his young promised bride to be with child surely must have conflicted with a reignited hope. Could Mary be that virgin of whom Isaiah spoke? 
Scripture declares Joseph was a just man and would have privately released himself from Mary. But as he “thought on these things,” God sent an angel to him in a dream and told him, “Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 1:20). Dismay now turned to apprehensive anticipation. How would their families, their village, their community, and the world receive this miraculous news? 
The omnipresent God of the universe was dwelling inside Mary and would become the greatest man ever born on this earth. The incarnation of Jesus Christ fused deity and humanity in one infant body. He was a perfect, divine, sinless human being. The Word tells us, “For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). He was God Almighty in human flesh, shining forth the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 4:6). 
The incarnation of Jesus has been a mystery to some, but to born-again believers, the revelation of who He is becomes crystal clear. “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory” (I Timothy 3:16). This ancient mystery is the paramount gift to us. God in His mercy became like us, so that we could become like Him. Many believe Jesus is the Son of God, but they deny He is God incarnate. They label the oneness of the Godhead heresy, and will not accept Him for who He truly is. He was and is more than just a good man or a second deity of a triune godhead. He is “the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords” (I Timothy 6:15). 
For thousands of years communication with man took on different forms as God tried to establish relationship with His creation. Yet sin continued to separate man from Him. God demonstrated the greatest form of love when He became flesh to be born into a sinful and corrupt world. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (II Corinthians 5:21). The sole purpose of the incarnate Christ was to save His people from their sins. He was the only sinless sacrifice able to atone for the sins of the entire world. 
John described the origin of the incarnate Christ: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:1, 14). Note the words “dwelt among us.” The Greek translation literally means “tabernacled.” In the Old Testament, God’s glory was housed in a tent-like structure. In the Gospels, John declared the glory of God was tabernacled, or housed, in the flesh of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus was flesh and blood—the visible, touchable, Almighty God. 
DAVID SHORT
The Church Today | Tulsa, Oklahoma | Pastor Barron Longstreth
Editor | The Oklahoma District Beacon | UPCI.
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	SESSION ONE

	What Child Is This: The Incarnation of Jesus
By David Short



Objective“Miraculously conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of a virgin, Jesus became the Savior of the world.”

To understand the Jesus Christ is God incarnate
Opening
1. Lead the group in singing the Christmas carol, "What Child Is This."
2. Lead a discussion about the words and meaning of the carol.
Key Scriptures
Deuteronomy 22; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Matthew 1:20; John 1:1, 14; II Corinthians 4:6; 5:21; Colossians 2:9; 
I Timothy 3:16; 6:15

Discuss the following questions:
1. How do you suppose Mary and Joseph dealt with public opinion about their situation?
2. Would an angel appearing to Joseph have been more alarming or reassuring?
3. What does the word incarnate mean?
4. People refer to their children as their own "flesh and blood." How does this help us understand the incarnation of God's Spirit in the body of Jesus Christ?
5. What is the meaning of the word potentate used in I Timothy 6:15?
6. How is the glory of God now revealed to mankind (II Corinthians 4:6-7)?
7. If we are the sons of God how can we show forth His glory?
8. Find examples in the Gospels showing Jesus is both God and man at the same time.

Assignment
Read “O Come All Ye Faithful: God’s Faithfulness and Ours” before next session.
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	SESSION TWO

	O Come All Ye Faithful: God’s Faithfulness and Ours 
By Donald Bryan


“His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” (Matthew 25:21)
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” (I Corinthians 4:2)
Faithfulness is the strict adherence to promises, observance of duty, or being true to the facts. Although faithfulness is not a commonly used word in society, faithfulness is fundamental to life because people were created to operate on the principle of faith. The two words of faithfulness and faith come from the same Greek word, pistos, thus showing that faith without faithfulness is misplaced and impossible. We must have faith and be faithful.
Pistos means “belief, conviction, trust, and fidelity.” God is the absolute best example of faithfulness. Paul wrote in II Timothy 2:13, “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” He is faithful to His Word, and by His words all things are upheld. No one has to worry whether God is faithful!
Did you spend last night worrying that the sun wasn’t going to come up? Or did you lose sleep worrying where your next meal was coming from? I doubt it. Where does that spirit of trust come from? Trust comes because of the faithfulness of God. He is faithful in all that He does. The sun rises and sets. The seasons come and go. Life is sustained. Jesus’ great teachings in Matthew 6:33 tells us that we should seek the kingdom of God and all these things will be added to us. In other words, God is saying, “Don’t worry; I’ve got this.” Wise people don’t worry because of His faithfulness.
Believers in Jesus do all they do to hear seven words spoken by the Lord: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). Jesus spoke these words in the parable of the talents, in which He established the criteria of entering the kingdom of Heaven. The Lord delineated that talents and gifts are not what He is looking for, because the parable gave no distinction in rewards between the five-talent and the two-talent men. Instead, the Lord set the criteria at a much more achievable level when He simply commanded the servant to be faithful. 
Everyone doesn’t have the same level of wealth, opportunity, looks, talents, or giftings, but everyone can be faithful. And in no case would God command faithfulness if He Himself was not faithful. He is faithful to grant mercy because His mercies are renewed each day. Lamentations 3:22–23 says, “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.”
He is faithful in His forgiveness for “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).
He is faithful to receive a person who comes to Him with a broken heart and a contrite spirit (Psalm 34:18). He is faithful to provide for our needs because, as Paul wrote, “My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 
The Bible teaches that we are saved by faith and that we must live by faith. But for faith to be effective, God must be faithful to His Word! Hebrews 6:17–19 says, “Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil.”
God promises us hope because He is faithful and confirms it by the immutability (unchangeableness) of His own counsel. He cannot lie!
We see how God operates in studying Israel’s exodus from Egypt. Israel was an example and shadow to believers of things to come. Israel’s simple command in the wilderness was to follow the cloud by day and the fire by night, as God had promised He would provide for them. Although their journey was made in a trackless desert, Israel did not have to worry about provision, about their future, nor about their direction because God is faithful. However, Israel did not trust in the Lord’s faithfulness, but instead complained, murmured, and disobeyed the Lord. They “servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things” (Deuteronomy 28:47).
God was faithful to Israel, and Israel should have been faithful to God. Hebrews 4:3 promises, “For we which have believed do enter into rest.” The rest God had promised Israel was a submission rest. Be faithful and don’t worry! God is not capricious, fickle, or feckless with His promises, and He has told us exactly what He will do. He is faithful to us and we should be faithful to Him. You can count on Him! In an uncertain world, everyone is looking for a guarantee. What can I trust, in what can I believe, and in what can I rest? The only answer to these questions is God and His faithfulness. He is faithful to us, and we should be faithful to Him. 
DONALD BRYAN
Pastor | First Pentecostal Church | Slidell, Louisiana
Presbyter | Section 12 | Louisiana District | UPCI
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	SESSION TWO

	O Come All Ye Faithful: God’s Faithfulness and Ours
By Donald Bryan



Objective“God is saying, ‘Don’t worry; I’ve got this.’”

To understand that because of God’s faithfulness we should be faithful to Him
Opening
1. Lead the group in the Christmas carol, O Come All Ye Faithful".
2. Ask what message seems to stand out in the song.
3. In your own words, what is the meaning of "faith"?
4. In your own words, what is the meaning of "faithful"?
Key Scriptures
Deuteronomy 28:47; Psalm 34:18; Lamentations 3:22–23; Matthew 6:3; 25:21; I Corinthians 4:2; II Timothy 2:13; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 6:17–19; I John 1:9

Discuss the following questions:
1. How does God confirm that He will be faithful to His promises?
2. Matthew 25 gives the parable of the servants who received the talents. By what principle did the master judge each servant?
3. What was the "rest" that Israel did not receive in the wilderness, as shown in Hebrews 4:1-11?
4. Why does God command believers not to worry or "take no thought for tomorrow"?
5. What are the rewards of being faithful to God?
6. What are some of the promises God gives us that He will always answer?
7. What is the connection between faith and faithfulness?
8. Why did Israel complain and murmur during the journey in the wilderness when God had promised to meet all their needs?

 Assignment
Read “Go Tell It on the Mountain: Reasons to Celebrate Jesus’ Birth” before next session.
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	SESSION THREE

	Go Tell It on the Mountain: Reasons to Celebrate Jesus’ Birth
By Laura Tracy



There I was again being serenaded by alien creatures singing about a man whom Charles Dickens described as “a squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner” (A Christmas Carol, Dickens, 1843). It seemed Christmas at the Tracy’s was not complete without the Muppets screeching out “Scrooge.” The hero of a best-selling novel, Mr. Scrooge’s greedy lust for money and wealth was so outlandish that his character soon became a world-wide legend and household name. The story goes on to tell how, after being visited by his ghosts from the past, present, and future, Scrooge’s worldview was profoundly changed from one of selfishness to one of benevolence. Most would agree that the message of the book (which has never gone out of print) embodies the spirit of Christmas.
We’re a little hard on Scrooge. We chuckle as the Muppets sing about him. But if we were honest, we would admit that an animated viewing of certain scenes from our lives might prompt a few different life choices. We might vow to “do better,” especially as the New Year approaches. But here’s a Bible truth: “In me (that is, my flesh) nothing good dwells” (Romans 7:18, NKJV). “Can the leopard change its spots?” asked the prophet Jeremiah (13:23). 
Our past, present, and future were tainted by the sin into which we were born—or so it seemed until Hope was born.
Jesus’ birth changed everything. Unlike the ghosts of Ebenezer Scrooge, Jesus embodied the Holy Ghost sent from Heaven who not only shows us the need for change, but supernaturally empowers the change. Incredibly, He made possible the actual indwelling of the Holy Ghost. “For, behold, the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). And the apostle Paul stated that because the Spirit of Christ dwells in us, we are alive to righteousness (Romans 8:9–10).
Furthermore, because the Spirit of Christ is not confined to time, He is able to work in our past, present, and future. While the world sees their past mistakes and current consequences through a hopeless lens, believers in Christ joyfully celebrate a God that turns our mistakes into blessings and transforms us from glory to glory (II Corinthians 3:18). Now that’s Good News!
Today, because of the Christ child, we celebrate:
Peace with the Past.
On that holy night, the host of angels proclaimed peace on earth! Did this mean an end to war and violence? No, as we have seen from world events. The peace Jesus brought was the peace between God and man. God’s wrath toward our sins is now placed upon Jesus Christ, and there is no longer a chasm between us. We are at peace with God for the first time since the fall of Adam, and the consequences of our past failures are now filtered through the blood of Jesus Christ. Now God can work all things together for our good (Romans 8:28). For this reason, it is called the gospel of peace.
Are you anxious and troubled about something in your past? You are not alone. According to the Anxiety and Depression Association of America, “Anxiety disorders are the most common mental illnesses in the U.S.” and “depression is the leading cause of disability worldwide.” Many of these statistics are linked to past traumatic events in the lives of these individuals, and these trends are on the rise.
Jesus came to set us free from the burden of our past. His words to us are “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me . . . to heal the brokenhearted . . . to set at liberty those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18, NKJV). This same “Spirit of the Lord” is the Spirit of Christmas.
Joy in the Present.
Jesus came to the outcasts first. Shepherds were considered so unimportant that their testimonies were not even heard in a courtroom. But God visited them right where they were—in their dirty, smelly pastures, and in their personal culture of prejudice. Into this setting He brought joy. “Fear not,” the angel said, “for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy” (Luke 2:10).
Notice that the messenger addressed their fear. Jesus knows right where we are in our present situations, and His first desire is that we not be afraid. His next desire is that we accept His unconditional joy. Yes, we can have “great joy” in the middle of our mess!
Last, He wants us to obey Him. To enter the joy, the shepherds had to leave the pastures and go to where Jesus was. We must always move out of our present state to draw near to God. We are “partners” with Him, and we must do our “part” to receive the fullness of His blessings.
Hope for the Future.
It is customary to end the year anticipating what the new one will bring. Many face it with trepidation because the unknown has a way of prompting fear. But the unknown is scary only because it’s a symbol of darkness, and as Zacharias said regarding Jesus: He will “give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:79). Jesus said, “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12).
What a promise! While God doesn’t reveal the future to us, He has revealed Himself as Jesus, the light of our lives, and where He leads there will be peace. As Jesus’ earthly body prepared to leave this world, He said to His disciples, “Let not your heart be troubled . . . I go to prepare a place for you . . . I will come again, and receive you unto myself” (John 14:1–3). Regardless of what happens to us in this life, we can know that our ultimate future is paradise with Jesus our Savior.
While the ghosts in A Christmas Carol are imaginary, we have the powerful, infinite, life-changing Spirit of Christ available to us. This Spirit of Christmas, made possible through the virgin birth of Jesus, is the greatest reason to celebrate this year and every year. As Elizabeth once told Mary, “Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord (Luke 1:45, NKJV).” May we all believe that God has come to our present to redeem our past and to secure our future. 
LAURA TRACY
Pastor’s wife | Pentecostal Church in Motion, UPCI | 
Nasonworth, New Brunswick
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“Because the Spirit of Christ is not confined to time, He is able to work in our past, present, and future.”

	SESSION THREE

	Go Tell It on the Mountain: Reasons to Celebrate Jesus’ Birth
By Laura Tracy


Objective
To understand the Jesus Christ is God incarnate
Opening
1. Lead the group in singing the Christmas carol, "What Child Is This."
2. Lead a discussion about the words and meaning of the carol.
Key Scriptures
Deuteronomy 22; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Matthew 1:20; John 1:1, 14; II Corinthians 4:6; 5:21; Colossians 2:9; 
I Timothy 3:16; 6:15

Discuss the following questions:
1. How do you suppose Mary and Joseph dealt with public opinion about their situation?
2. Would an angel appearing to Joseph have been more alarming or reassuring?
3. What does the word incarnate mean?
4. People refer to their children as their own "flesh and blood." How does this help us understand the incarnation of God's Spirit in the body of Jesus Christ?
5. What is the meaning of the word potentate used in I Timothy 6:15?
6. How is the glory of God now revealed to mankind (II Corinthians 4:6-7)?
7. If we are the sons of God how can we show forth His glory?
8. Find examples in the Gospels showing Jesus is both God and man at the same time.

Assignment
Read “Tell Me His Name Again: A Declaration of the Power of Jesus’ Name” before next session. 
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	SESSION FOUR

	Tell Me His Name Again: A Declaration of the Power of Jesus’ Name
By Joel Johns



Not only do names matter to us, they also matter to God. No name is more important than the name of Jesus. The church must make the name of Jesus remembered in all generations.
In every person’s life, especially a minister’s, the awkward moment will come when you are approached by someone who fully expects you to know their name, and you draw a blank. Embarrassed, you resort to employing the age-old line, “Please tell me your name again.”
What’s-their-name may not realize or even care that you routinely receive many introductions in a variety of ministry environments. They only know that you’re the person who forgot their name.
Growing up as a pastor’s kid, I would frequently rate and rank people based on whether they knew me by my name, Joel, or simply as Brother Johns’s son. 
The simple gesture of remembering and using someone’s name speaks volumes. As a youth pastor, while I have tried my best to create mechanisms for remembering students’ names, I have tragically fallen short in the moment. “A person’s name is to him or her the sweetest and most important sound in any language,” wrote Dale Carnegie in his classic book How to Win Friends and Influence People.
Exodus 28 speaks about the priestly clothing that Aaron and his sons wore when they served. The ephod and the breastplate had pieces intentionally designed for remembering names. The two stones that were fastened on the shoulder pieces of the ephod represented the people of Israel and were a constant reminder when the priest went before the Lord. Stones on the breastplate represented the twelves sons of Israel and the names of their tribes. These stones were a continual reminder of the names of those whom the priest represented when he went before the Lord. (See Exodus 28:12, 21; Exodus 29:29.) 


These instructions in Exodus are a good example that not only do names matter to us, they also matter to God. We all feel more valued, respected, and loved when someone remembers our name. If remembering a person’s name is important, how much more important is it for us to remember the name of Jesus Christ? We need to remember His name and make His name known! “I will make Your name to be remembered in all generations; therefore the people shall praise You forever and ever” (Psalm 45:17, NKJV).
Even though the name of Jesus was not revealed at the time this psalm was written, you can feel the heartbeat and the passion behind the psalmist as He wrote about the name of the Lord. Not only did the Old Testament writers have a connection to a name, but there was great understanding and life-changing experience associated with that name. 
We see a similar passion about the name of the Lord in the writings of Jeremiah: “Then I said, ‘I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His name.’ But His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, and I could not.” (Jeremiah 20:9, NKJV).
These Old Testament writers had spiritual experiences with God but did not know the mighty name of Jesus. How much more passion and excitement we should have when speaking the name of Jesus and making His great name known to our generation! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9–11, NKJV)
This verse gives us a powerful declaration of the name of Jesus Christ, but His name should also be declared by our generation to our world. We should confess the name of Jesus in faith. We should share His name and His power to those who do not know Him. 
When calling on and remembering the name of Jesus becomes the culture of our homes and our daily routines, we will remember to call on the power of His name when we need it most.
When I was growing up, my parents helped me remember the power of the name of Jesus by telling and retelling a story from my mother’s childhood. Her parents, Lawrence and Virginia Strome, lived in Circleville, Ohio. Her dad was saved in an Apostolic church but, in his teenage years, he walked away from the Lord. My grandmother was raised in a traditional church but had an open heart to truth. When my mother was a young girl on family vacation, she was getting into the car when the heavy car door accidentally slammed on her arm, breaking it. In a moment of crisis and need, my grandfather remembered that familiar name again. My grandparents prayed in the name of Jesus and my mother’s arm was instantly healed. That miracle was a significant step in my grandfather’s journey back to the Lord. 
I’m thankful to know the powerful, saving name of Jesus. I’m glad I remember to call on His great name in times of need. Because I know the power of His name, I will do my best to ensure that the next generation of the church does the same. 
JOEL JOHNS
Youth Pastor | Atlanta West Pentecostal Church | Atlanta, Georgia | Pastor Darrell Johns
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	SESSION FOUR

	Tell Me His Name Again: A Declaration of the Power of Jesus’ Name 
By Joel Johns



 Objective
“I will make Your name to be remembered in all generations; therefore the people shall praise You forever and ever” (Psalm 45:17, NKJV).”


To encourage the church to make the name of Jesus to be remembered by this generation and then declared to our world
Opening
1. Google the history of the song, "Tell Me His Name Again."
2. Lead the group in singing the song.
Key Scriptures
Exodus 28:12; 21; 29:29; Psalm 45:17; Jeremiah 20:9; Philippians 2:9–11

Discuss the following questions:
1. What personal value will come by knowing and remembering the names of people with whom you frequently interact?
2. How will it impact others when you remember and use their name?
3. Can you come up with at least three mechanisms for learning and remembering the names of others?
4. Are you familiar with and able to discuss the name of Jesus from a scriptural standpoint?
5. What does the name of Jesus mean to you?
6. Do you get weary holding back the name of Jesus, or weary when attempting to make it known?
7. How will people be impacted when the name of Jesus is introduced into their lives for the first time?
8. How long has it been since you shared the name of Jesus with others outside of the church?
9. In what practical ways can you cause the name of Jesus to be known by those who do not know it?
10. In what practical ways can the name of Jesus be daily remembered by you, your family, and the next generation of the church?
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